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A Legacy of Love

1. Motivate

What experiences did God use to draw you to Christ?
· parental influence

· loving children’s worker

· an exciting youth worker

· a friendly neighbor or fellow worker

· someone who cared about my needs

· good preaching

· I reached the bottom and realized I needed God in my life

· family crisis – nowhere/no one  to go to but  God

2. Transition

Today we look at how Paul showed love, modeled it for others – created a legacy of love
( We consider how we can communicate God’s love to others around us

3. Bible Study

3.1 Love Compelled
Listen for how love motivates.
2 Cor. 5:14-15 (NIV)    For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. [15] And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 

So, what motivated Paul? 

· God’s love for him motivated Paul

· Christ’s love controlled him

· the fact that Christ died for everyone

· also the fact that all believers have died to the old life we used to live

How does love motivate us?

· someone demonstrates love to me

· I tend to respond to that love in kind

· with true love, a  person acts for our good with no desire or guarantee for reciprocity

· when we see that directed to us, we want to do the same … to them, to someone else

· Christ’s love for us is that kind of love … we don’t deserve it, we cannot expect it

· we are drawn to that kind of love and it makes us want to do likewise for others

How do Christians sometimes have the wrong motivation in ministries that give them attention and popularity?

· people give them recognition

· “you sang/spoke/taught really well today”

· in some situations there is lots of money to be made

· they forget that it is God that gave them the skill to minister

· their motivation is not to reach out to minister, rather it is to make themselves look good

How is it possible for us to be motivated both by the fear of the Lord and Christ’s love?

· the fear is the awe/reverence for the Lord

· we are in awe of how much Christ loved us

· we respond to that love, amazed that someone would love us enough to die for us

· our response is to give our lives in return to His service

Christ’s motivating love for us can be realized both:

· as  crisis experience … at the time of salvation or maybe again at a rededication

· as a daily experience … in your daily quiet time

What does it mean to no longer live for yourself?
· no selfish motives or actions

· act in ways to help to bless to minister to others

· this is more important than to do good only for self

· submit to the direction of God’s Holy Spirit in your life

What are some things that tempt us to live for ourselves?

· good food

· nice clothes

· important positions

· admiration by others for our actions and achievements

· recognition from others for accomplishments

Why is it not possible to live for Christ and at the same time live for self?

· these two are opposites

· you might be born again, but you are not experiencing Christ as Lord
· Paul talked about dying to self and being alive to Christ

· that old selfish nature was placed on the Christ and died with Christ -- Romans 6:6 (NIV)  For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin-- 
· Paul continues,  Romans 6:11 (NIV)  count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
3.2 Love Communicated
Listen for the theme of Paul’s preaching.
Acts 17:1-4 (NIV)     When they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. [2] As his custom was, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, [3] explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead. "This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ," he said. [4] Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing Greeks and not a few prominent women. 

 Where did Paul preach?
· in Thessalonica

· in the Jewish synagogue

The passage said this was his custom or pattern.  How might this help in the love sharing process?

· he knew he would find people who worshiped Jehovah

· a local synagogue would always welcome a fellow Jew and enjoy hearing what he had to say

· these people shared a frame of reference he had … the anticipated coming of the Messiah, the history of Israel, the preaching of the prophets

· note the other towns mentioned … they were probably too small to have synagogues

What was Paul’s mission in the synagogue?

· reasoned with them from the Scriptures

· explaining who Christ was

· proving that He had to suffer and rise from the dead

· proclaiming Jesus was indeed the Christ, the Messiah

What resulted from Paul’s teaching?

· some of the Jews were persuaded

· they joined Paul and Silas

· a large number of God-fearing Greeks joined them

· several prominent women, as well

Notice that Paul used reason or logic to share Christ.  Where do you suppose the rumor comes from that Christians must “bury their brains”?

· we believe in supernatural events

· people today have never seen such things

· our Western thinking, scientific method cannot explain the phenomenon of the God-Man Jesus, His death and resurrection

· bottom line is that skeptics do not desire to submit to Jesus as Lord, so they reject Him as Savior and claim Christianity’s salvation by faith to be not logical
Even (and especially) dealing with skeptics, knowing the Bible is essential in communicating God’s love … why?

· God’s Truth is contained in Scripture

· We share the Truth from Scripture and the Holy Spirit does the convicting/convincing

· we merely witness to what we have experienced – based on Scripture

· God will use that to draw people to Himself

3.3 Love Continued
Listen for why Paul is thankful of the Thessalonians?
1 Thes. 1:2-10 (NIV)      We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers. [3] We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.   [4] For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, [5] because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. [6] You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. [7] And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. [8] The Lord's message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia--your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, [9] for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, [10] and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead--Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 

What actions does Paul say showed the love of Christ in the lives of these people?
· works produced by faith

· labor prompted by love

· endurance inspired by hope

· they followed the life modeled by Paul

· endured suffering and still welcomed the message

· they, in turn, were models to other believers in Achaia

In what ways were they models of Christ’s love to believers in Macedonia and Achaia?
· their faith became known everywhere

· they received Paul

· they turned away from idols, instead they served the living and true God

· they were anticipating Christ’s return

Paul said their faith became known everywhere.  How might your faith become known by others?

· acts of unsolicited kindness (acting in love)

· selflessness, concern for others over self

· you are quick to go to God in prayer when faced with crisis

· you base how you live on scriptural principles

How does a person’s changed life, a life of faith,  affect those around him or her?
· others know what that person used to be like

· they see the change for the good

· they see different attitudes and motives

· they hear the testimony that it was God who made the change in their lives

What are some areas in our lives where we might need to make choices that demonstrate love and concern for others?

· helping one another around the home

· speaking to one another with kindness

· sometimes acting with “tough love”

· avoid retaliation

4. Application
4.1 Christ’s love for us is revealed most fully in His death for us.
· Christ died that we might live spiritually
· He died that our old sinful nature is dead and need not be a temptation any longer

· Respond to Christ’s love … be motivated to live for Him and serve Him

4.2 Believers should know the Bible well enough to tell others of Jesus
· Review and practice a plan of salvation – FAITH, Four Spiritual Laws, etc.

· Follow Paul’s example – begin with people who have some beliefs in common

· At the same time, be involved in taking/sending the Good News of Salvation to all kinds of people in all kinds of places
4.3 Believers are called to model the love of Christ to a needy world
· Model it to neighbors, to fellow workers

· Model this love to your children, your grandchildren

· Strive to pass on a legacy of Christian love to the next generation
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