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A Love You Can Experience

1. Motivate

What are some different ways you might finish the sentence, “I love ______!”
· you

· pizza

· to see the Cowboys beat the Giants

· birthday parties

· shopping

· Christmas/Thanksgiving

· vacation

· my spouse/kids/grandkids

2. Transition

We can understand the concept of “love” in many different ways.
· Love causes people to behave in different ways

· God shows us what love really is … that’s what we’re studying today

3. Bible Study

3.1 Loved by God
Listen for words that describe our spiritual condition.
Romans 5:6-8 (NIV)   You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. [7] Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. [8] But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

According to these verses, how has God demonstrated His love for us? 

· acted in timely fashion (“at just the right time”)

· rescued us when we were still powerless

· Christ died for us sinners

· He did it even when we were sinners, enemies of God

What was our relationship to God, our condition when Christ came to die for us? 

· we were powerless

· we were still sinners

· we were not good or righteous (for whom someone might be willing to die)

What feelings or kinds of situations do you associate with being powerless?
· you see something happening but are unable to change it

· you see an item fall but there is no way you can stop it or catch it

· in a dream you try to run but feel like your feet are unable to move

· feelings of frustration, fear, desperation 

( That was our condition, our situation when Christ died to provide our salvation

What are some examples where someone risks their life to protect someone who is important to them?

· Secret Service men ready to take a bullet for president, first lady, presidential family
· a soldier might fall on a grenade to protect his comrades

· a parent goes in harm’s way to protect children

· first responders in an emergency … firemen, police, EMTs

· all of our armed service men and women – thanks for preserving our peace and security

How does Christ’s sacrifice contrast to the heroic acts of normal people?
· we don’t deserve it

· we’re not righteous

· we’re not always all that good

· He did it for everyone, all people who ever lived

What does this imply about God’s love for us?
· He loved us when we didn’t deserve it

· even though we were sinful

· this was selfless love on God’s part

( Jesus sacrificed his life for us when we were dirty, despicable sinners!!

How can this kind of love be reflected in our lives towards others around us?

· sacrificial giving of resources to help others

· going out of our way to show kindness

· returning kindness for meanness 

· Jesus talked about going the extra mile  (Matthew 5:41 If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.)

3.2 Reconciled by Christ
How do you feel when you reconnect with someone?

· pick up where you left off

· feel like you never were apart

· fun to share what has been happening in each other’s lives

What about when there had been a misunderstanding or an offense?  How does it make you feel to reconnect in that case?

· relieved

· glad to be friends again

· feel like a weight had been lifted

Listen for what happens after being God’s enemy. 
Romans 5:9-11 (NIV)   Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! [10] For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! [11] Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

 What aspect of Christ’s death justifies a person in God’s sight? 

· justified by the shed blood of Christ

· sin requires the judgment of death (shed blood)

· Jesus took upon Himself that judgment in our place when He died

Here are some synonyms for the term “justified”
· defensible

· right

· vindicated

· accepted

· correct

So, what does it mean to be justified?
· In this context it means we stand as right before God

· Jesus work on the cross has vindicated us

· we can now be accepted by God who is able to look at us no longer as sinful

· an easy way to remember it is that God looks at us “just as if we had never sinned”
Paul said we were God’s “enemies”.  What images come to mind when you hear the word “enemy”?

· bad guys

· soldiers coming against us

· people fighting against us

That’s us … we were the bad guys … we were fighting against God!

What kinds of things can happen to captured enemies?

· put in POW camp (anything from Stalag 13 to the “Hanoi Hilton”)

· abused

· even executed

· maybe put to slave labor

In contrast, God provides a means of salvation for us … because He loves us!

If God has demonstrated His love to us through Jesus’ death, what can we anticipate concerning our future relationship with God? 

· we are reconciled to Him, we are no longer His enemies because of our sinful condition

· we are saved from the penalty of sin because He died in our place

· we are saved from the power of sin in our lives, given a new life, a new power at work in our lives

3.3 Eternal Life in Christ
Listen for several contrasts.
Romans 5:18-21 (NIV) Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. [19] For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.   [20] The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, [21] so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

In what ways are the acts of Jesus and Adam similar? 

In both cases …

· it was one person acting

· the action affected all peoples

How were the acts of Jesus and Adam different?

	Adam
	Jesus

	· action was trespass

· action resulted in condemnation for all men

· disobedience, many made sinners 
	· action was justification

· brought righteousness for many


· obedience, many made righteous
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What is the relationship between the amount of sin and grace in the world? 

· sin might increase

· grace will increase all the more
· sin reigned in death

· grace reigns through righteousness, brings eternal life through Jesus


In what ways does the gift of eternal life impact our lives today?  In the future?

Today?

· we are no longer under condemnation

· we are justified (declared righteous by God)

· we are no longer spiritually dead (separated from God)

· we are free from the penalty of sin

In the future?

· as we live our lives, we can be free from the power of sin 

· we are made more and more to be in the likeness of Christ

· we are enabled to live a life of righteousness

· live eternally in the presence of Christ

· then we will be free from the presence of sin
4. Application
4.1 Christ’s sacrificial death was not God’s “Plan B.”
· This was God’s redemptive plan, accomplished at the right time

· Christ died for us, on our behalf, even though we were sinners

· Thank God each day for His love for you
4.2 Believers have been declared righteous in Christ
· We will be delivered from the wrath of God to come

· We are now reconciled to God

· Think about how God changed you from being an enemy of His
4.3 The disobedience of Adam introduced sin and death into the world.
· The obedience and righteousness of Christ brought justification and life

· You are declared righteous when you place your faith in Christ

· Tell someone this week about how God’s grace changed your life
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