2/2/2020
What Is God’s Answer to Suffering

1. Motivate

What’s a mystery you’d most like to see solved?
· what happens to the socks that go missing in the wash

· what really happened to Luke Skywalker
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did Oswald really kill JFK
· what is the real cause of climate change

· what about UFO’s

· what about Stonehenge

· who made those statues on Easter Island

· where is Jimmy Hoffa

· is there a money pit on Oak Island

· what is the fate of the Ark of the Covenant
· was there really a city of Atlantis
2. Transition

Sometimes, what we really wonder about is why things happen the way they do in our lives.

· Why do good or bad things come into our lives?  Why did God let or cause them to happen?

· Today we consider how God’s actions are often beyond our understanding, but we can trust Him.

3. Bible Study

3.1 God’s Workings
Listen for Job’s answer to God.
Job 40:1-5 (NIV)   The LORD said to Job: 2  "Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him? Let him who accuses God answer him!" 3  Then Job answered the LORD: 4  "I am unworthy--how can I reply to you? I put my hand over my mouth. 5  I spoke once, but I have no answer-- twice, but I will say no more."
What does the way God’s question was phrased suggest about Job?
· he’s been talking big

· he’s accused God of being unjust

· God’s heard him, now is his chance to “put up or shut up” 
· he’s made some assumptions that aren’t quite correct

· he really doesn’t know what is going on in his life, other than suffering

How did Job respond to God’s challenge? 
· I’m unworthy

· actually, no way I can answer you

· I’m going to shut up

· I’ve got no (valid) answers

· so I’ll just not say anything

What’s really at the heart of our questioning of God when we’re suffering?
· we can be blaming God

· we might be accusing Him of messing with our lives unjustly

· we really wish God would explain what/why/how long

· when you are really sick or under the pressure of the situation, you don’t think well or correctly

What kinds of circumstances might lead one of us to question God?
· when a child loses a parent suddenly

· when we tragically lose a family member

· loss of a job

· the shock and financial burden caused by a serious medical issue

· unjust actions by a special interest group against us (the baker who declined the business of a same sex marriage couple comes to mind)

· a civil suit against us following a traffic accident

· a child being bullied at school and the school refuses to intervene

· a child turns away from God, gets into all kinds of trouble

· even something simple like the car won’t start or a flat tire makes us late

What point do you suppose God wanted Job (and us) to understand through this series of questions? 
· we might go through times of struggle or suffering

· but in this life might never know why

· God is sovereign, He does as He pleases to do

· at the same time He loves us and cares about us, cares for us

· we can learn to trust Him during these times

· sometimes life just happens … it’s not our fault … it’s just part of living (and dying)

3.2 God’s Justice
Listen for God’s challenge.
Job 40:6-8 (NIV)   Then the LORD spoke to Job out of the storm: 7  "Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me. 8  "Would you discredit my justice? Would you condemn me to justify yourself?
 What might be the significance of God speaking out of the whirlwind or storm? 
· God’s power is demonstrated

· it got Job’s attention

· God didn’t speak out of a babbling brook

· He spoke with power and authority

What challenge does God issue to Job? 
· stand up straight

· listen up

· I’m going to ask, and you’re going to answer (sounds like a Marine drill sergeant)

Of what does God accuse Job?
· you have discredited my justice

· you have condemned me

· you’ve condemned me to justify yourself

What are some of the barriers that keep us from understanding God’s sovereignty over our lives?
· we’re just human

· we often lack faith

· we want to have full control of our own lives

· we don’t like it when stuff happens that interrupts our agenda

· we are not privy to God’s agenda

· we’re impatient with God

· sometimes we blame God for our own foibles

What kinds of things do we (should we) learn through suffering?

· it doesn’t last forever

· it is part of everyone’s life

· God is sufficient to take us through it

· God will use this for good things in our lives in the long run

· we might never understand in this life the “why” of the situation

What can help us grow in our understanding of God’s justice?
· growing older and living through more experiences

· advice and encouragement from fellow believers

· regular reading and applying God’s Word

· daily communication with God

3.3 Acknowledge God, Humble Yourself
Listen for Job’s confession.
Job 42:1-6 (NIV)  Then Job replied to the LORD: 2  "I know that you can do all things; no plan of yours can be thwarted. 3  You asked, 'Who is this that obscures my counsel without knowledge?' Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know. 4  "You said, 'Listen now, and I will speak; I will question you, and you shall answer me.' 5  My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you. 6  Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes."
What was the essence of Job’s confession concerning the Lord?
· I know you can do all things

· I know no one can thwart your plans

· I talked about things I really don’t understand

· you workings are too wonderful for me to know 
· I repent – turn away from my sinful words and attitudes

Why is acknowledging the mystery and superiority of God actually a comfort and encouragement? 
· we remind ourselves of God’s power and authority and love

· when we focus on those attributes of God, we can trust Him more

· we know we trust a God who is far beyond our understanding of His power and wisdom

· we learn to admit our own limitations in contrast to God’s awesomeness

· we learn that God is trustworthy, does the right thing (righteousness/justice)

Agree or disagree: Job was being bold and arrogant when he had called for a face-to-face dialogue with the Lord.
	Disagree
	Agree

	· it’s good to communicate with God

· he was praying for understanding

· he wanted God to give him revelation

· better to tell God how we feel than try to deny our feelings

· NT says the Spirit interprets our “groanings” to God the Father

· he was maybe reacting more to what his “friends” said than to God
	· maybe showed a lack of faith

· did not realize or admit that God is sovereign and does as He pleases to do

· God doesn’t need our OK for His actions

· he wasn’t asking for understanding, he wanted to “get in God’s face” with his complaints


What are some other ways that we are tempted to respond to lengthy struggles?

· bitterness

· lash out at God, blame Him

· give up, despair

· take it out on others around us (family, co-workers)

What realization enabled Job to not yield to these kinds temptations and caused him to repent?

· He was beginning to see God’s power and authority

· he began to realize that God is sovereign … God does as God pleases and need not answer to us

· God is God … we are not

· at the same time, God is neither fickle nor capricious nor arbitrary 

· in our limited perspective it may only seem so

How can our group help one another trust God in times of suffering?

· pray for the person suffering, pray with the person

· take care of simple chores for them

· mow lawn, rake leaves
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run errands

· provide transport

· babysit 

· carpool duty

· may include financial help

Application
Trust. 
· Even if you don’t see how God is at work in your life, trust Him. 
· Pray that He would strengthen your faith as you go through difficulty.

Examine. 
· Dig into Scripture to see what God has revealed about His nature and character. 
· Choose attributes of God for deeper word studies. 
· Be driven to know what God says about Himself rather than relying on the opinions of others.
Proclaim. 
· Look for an opportunity to tell someone else why you trust God even when walking the road of suffering. 
· Encourage others who are also suffering.

A video introduction to the lesson is available.


View it at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/0_7ce8q8p7" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/0_7ce8q8p7� 


If you have no WiFi where you teach, best to download to your computer from � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/rw55hvp" �https://tinyurl.com/rw55hvp� 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.  Note additional Family Activities at the url shown.





Word Search Puzzle





Humph!  Talk about your suffering … just wait till you try to find these words.  They go up, down, diagonally and sideways in both directions.  Finish this by Tuesday, so you can get back to that overdue book report!  Humph!  And if you wimp out, you can get help at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/rw55hvp" �https://tinyurl.com/rw55hvp�
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