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The Samaritan Woman: Faith worth Sharing

1. Motivate

What are some unique ways people share exciting personal announcements?
· greeting cards

· Facebook

· Twitter

· Signs on the lawn

· Singing telegrams

· phone calls

· surprise visit

· a delivered package

· deliver a bouquet of flowers

· post on their blog

· a barrage of emails

2. Transition

Today we study a woman who was confronted by Christ personally.

· Jesus modeled good ways to engage with others

· We also see how the woman was quick to tell others what had happened.

· Likewise, your life-changing encounter with Christ should be shared with others.
3. Bible Study

3.1 See Your Need
Listen for how Jesus grabs attention.
John 4:9-14 (NIV)  The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)  10  Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water." 11  "Sir," the woman said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12  Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?"  13  Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again,  14  but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life."
How would you describe the Samaritan woman’s initial attitude upon meeting Jesus at the well? 
· surprised

· not sure why He even talked to her 

· she was a woman, she was a Samaritan

· normally that was two reasons why He would NOT talk to her

How can prejudice affect a Christian’s witness? How can social differences keep us from engaging with others in order to share the gospel?

· they are so bad/evil/lost that they will reject anything I have to say

· they probably don’t understand English very well

· we’ve got nothing in common

· if someone I know sees me with them they’ll get the wrong idea

· I’m also different to this person and they won’t want to talk to me, either
How did Jesus answer the Samaritan woman’s question? 

· if you knew the gift of God

· if you know who I really am

· then you would be asking me for a drink … a drink of living water

How is the world’s need for salvation and eternal life like thirst? 
· sensors in part of our brain chemically monitor substances in the blood

· certain levels trigger the thirst impulse, the need to drink liquid … now!

· our lives will encounter feelings and events that result in unrest and disturbance

· then we realize that something must be done to make things right – a spiritual thirst for God’s intervention

What did the Samaritan woman think Jesus was talking about? 

· she was thinking literally

· how could he get her a drink?

· the well was deep, he had no container to use

· how would he get her water, living or otherwise

· this is a good well … it’s good water … has been for hundreds of years

How can confusion about spiritual things open the door for more discussion?

· provides opportunity to clarify spiritual truths

· you gain a better understanding of what they don’t know

· helps you speak to the things they really don’t understand

Note Jesus’ use of water as a metaphor to teach about salvation.  He also used bread, light, and breath.  ( Jesus provides all that is needed to sustain (spiritual) life.

Think about some everyday objects – how might we use these to communicate a truth or confront people with a need in their lives?

	Everyday Object
	Jesus meets a need

	Car:

Garden:

Road detour:


Fishing rod:

Food:
	Jesus gets you to where you need to be

Jesus provides life and growth and beauty in our lives

You need to change the direction in your life, you can’t get to heaven in the direction you’re going

Jesus wants to pull you into His family

You’re starving spiritually – you need some real spiritual nourishment


3.2 Confront Your Sin
Listen for the response to Jesus knowledge about her.
John 4:15-18 (NIV)  The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water." 16  He told her, "Go, call your husband and come back." 17  "I have no husband," she replied. Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband. 18  The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true."
What indicates the woman still did not have a spiritual understanding of what Jesus was saying to her? 
· she still was thinking literally

· seemed to think there was a special well that had special water

· she wanted to not need to make the daily trip for water

· she didn’t want to depend on this well’s constant supply

Why do you think Jesus asked her to call her husband?

· He wanted to confront her with her true needs

· she had to be able to confess her problems 

· Jesus wanted to help her realize her true thirst

· she needed to realize why she needed the “water of life”

· voicing her marital situation helped her confront her failure

Why is it difficult to confront people about sin in their lives?
· seems like an accusation

· they get defensive

· they put up all kinds of defenses, excuses

· gets the conversation off track
Certainly Jesus has the right to go directly to our sore spots, but how are we to follow His example when we witness or counsel?

· Jesus treated her with respect

· He commended her for her honesty

· when we see people making bad (or destructive) choices, don’t write them off

· see them as people who have a “thirst” that only Jesus can satisfy

· don’t assume you know all that God knows about their life and their attitudes

What are some “wells” that people “drink” from in efforts to satisfy their “thirst”?

· pursuit of money, material things

· chasing after power in business

· trying to gain popularity

· substance abuse

· trying to be entertained

· hope for satisfaction in an illicit relationship

Why would sharing your own testimony of how Jesus forgave your sins ease the transition into confronting sin?

· you are admitting to someone your own foibles

· it is a personal experience – someone else cannot deny your own experience

· it is real life … someone can identify with your feelings, your attitudes

· you are not standing in condemnation of them, you are saying you were in the “same boat”

3.3 Share Christ
Listen for a sudden realization.
John 4:28-30 (NIV)  Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 29  "Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Christ?" 30  They came out of the town and made their way toward him.
What conclusion did the woman apparently come to because of her conversation with Jesus? 
· this guy has Truth (with a capital T)

· she suddenly realized this might just be the Messiah

· other people might want/need to hear what He has to say

· I need to tell them to come hear Him

What did she do with what she believed to be true?
· tell others

· go out of her way to communicate her experience 
What was her testimony? 
· you need to see this person

· I think He might be the Messiah

· He has wisdom and knowledge beyond any of us

· we need what He is communicating

What barriers keep us from talking to other people about Christ? 
· don’t know what to say

· afraid of being rejected

· not good at “debate”

· don’t want to be laughed at

· they probably don’t want to know about it

· don’t look like they want to be interrupted or bothered

How does spending time talking to Jesus affect your life?
· learn His Truth

· become aware of His love for you

· learn of God’s power at work

· encouragement

· brings peace and assurance 

Pointers we can take away from how Jesus communicates to this woman:
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1. Go where lost people are.

2. Create interest by what you are saying.

3. Meet lost people at their immediate point of need.

4. Ignore barriers to talking with them.

5. Use a different approach if the first one doesn’t work well.

6. Refuse to be side-tracked in religious arguments.

7. Keep your focus on who Jesus is and what He has done.

8. Encourage new believers to share their faith with others.

9. Disciple new believers by spending time with them.
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10. Look for more lost people.
Application
Write. 

· Contemplate your personal faith story. 

· Write it down and pray for the Lord to open the door for you to share it with someone this week. 

· Post your written testimony online.

Pray. 

· Begin a list of people you know who need to accept Christ as their personal Savior. 

· As a group, begin consistently praying for them. 

· Consider prayerwalking as a group in an area close to your church or in your neighborhood.

Share. 

· Learn a simple evangelistic presentation, or review tools that you have learned in the past that you can use when you begin gospel conversations.

· Incorporate this presentation with your own personal testimony of a changed life in Christ.
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Fallen Phrase Puzzle


Maybe treat this like David Letterman’s Top Ten





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.  A video is available for the application


Watch at: � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/my-media" �https://watch.liberty.edu/my-media� 


Download at: � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/yyby7t6z" �https://tinyurl.com/yyby7t6z� 





Br’er Bear accidentally knocked all the letters out of the statement.  They fell straight down.  Some are easy to find, like where there’s only one blank in that column.  Look for two or three letter words and figure what two or three letters in those columns make a sensible word.  This is an important message, get to work!  The solution is in the QR code.
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