11/10/2019
God’s Will and My Circumstances

1. Motivate

When has an unexpected change of plans worked in your favor?
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got to Disney World a day earlier

· got to stay a day later

· able to get a direct flight

· ended up meeting my future spouse

· the weather was better for the different week we went on vacation

· the car we rented turned out to be an upgrade

· the people we met were really nicer than the ones we usually saw

· the house we ended up not buying had a lot of problems we found out later

· the car we finally decided on turned out to be just what we needed

· the surprise pregnancy turned out to be a very special blessing to our family

2. Transition

Sometimes unexpected events in our lives can end up being life changing.
· Actually, God is working on your behalf—even in seemingly random circumstances.
3. Bible Study

3.1 The Holy Spirit Intercedes for Us
Listen for a specific ministry of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 8:26-27 (NIV) In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 27  And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.
What does the Spirit do on our behalf? 
· helps us in our weakness

· even when we don’t know how to pray or what to pray for

· the Holy Spirit intercedes for us

· He knows what we really need

· He communicates it to the God the Father

What are some synonyms for the term “intercede”?
· intervene

· mediate

· plead

· ask on somebody’s behalf

· negotiate

· arbitrate

· act as mediator
Why is such a person sometimes needed?

· one or both of two people unwilling to talk to each other

· people unable to talk to each other

· protocol demands that the main two parties stay at a distance

· communication is difficult for some reason

How might any of these things be true between us and God?

· we are sinners

· God is holy, separate

· we don’t always understand what God is doing

· we might be communicating/asking in ignorance

· we are limited, God is infinite in wisdom and authority

How does the Spirit intercede on our behalf?  What elements are described in the passage?

· when God the Father searches our hearts …

· God the Holy Spirit (who indwells each believer) knows what is there

· the Spirit intercedes for each believer/saint

· He communicates between us/for us with God the Father
What kinds of situations do we face where we need God's Spirit to intervene for us?

· we are confused by the complexity of a situation

· we wonder if the prayer request we make is selfish or a legitimate need

· how do you pray when someone you know is “sick unto death”

· we have two very good options before us, which is the best?

· we are stuck only with bad options, which is the least harmful

· we are petitioning God for something that would ultimately be bad for us, but we don’t realize it

· while physically sick or emotionally distraught, our thinking processes in knowing how to pray are impaired
3.2 God Uses Our Circumstances
Listen for all that God does for us.
Romans 8:28-30 (NIV)  And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29  For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30  And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.
 For whom does God promise to work all things for good?  To whom is the assurance given? 
· believers

· those called according to His purposes


What is the difference between “God foreknew” and “He also predestined”?

	Foreknew
	Predestined

	· God lives outside the dimension of time

· He can see the future

· He can see and know who will respond to Him in faith
	· since He sees ahead one’s response of either faith or rejection of God …

· He can shape and manage events to accomplish His purposes in the life of the one who is trusting/will trust Him


What does it mean to be “conformed to the image of his Son”?
· or thoughts, actions, and attitudes become more and more like Jesus

· it is an ongoing process

· as we surrender more and more to God’s Holy Spirit, He works in us

· the Holy Spirit produces in and through us the Fruit of the Spirit … love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control

Consider how verse 28,  in all things God works for the good of those who love him, might fit in with the Holy Spirit interceding for us?
· we might be praying about the situation in ignorance of God's ultimate purposes

· we see only the problem in which we are involved

· God's purposes go far beyond the here and now

· God sees long range, the overall design of what is happening in our lives and those around us

· God has the power and wisdom to arrange events, situations

· He can shape our lives through the events to make us more like Jesus

What role does “circumstance” or “coincidence” play in determining God’s will?

· God opens and closes doors of opportunity

· the people we meet are not by coincidence – they are people we can help or who can help us

· God times job openings just when we need them

· God protects us by delaying us or jumping us ahead on our journeys – we miss an accident or a dangerous situation

· the job/airplane/vacation we should not take is suddenly not available 
How might you explain to a child or grandchild that can God produce good results out of bad situations?

· people learn to trust God

· uses a situation to teach a lesson

· uses it to move them in the right direction

· prods us off of dead center to get going

· uses it to initiate a sequence of actions that accomplish His purposes for us .. for others around us

· we learn God’s sufficiency and are able to help and encourage someone else who is going through a similar situation

3.3 Trust God to Work for Your Benefit.
Listen for who is “in your corner”. 
Romans 8:31-32 (NIV)  What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32  He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all--how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?
According to this passage, what made Paul confident that God takes care of His people?  

· God is for us … no one could be against us .. against Him

· God loved us enough to give of Himself, His own Son

· that love continues

· that same love is at work in our lives to provide, protect, sustain

At what cost have we been declared righteous?

· the substitutionary death (for us) of Jesus Christ

· He took our place … we deserved to die … He died instead of us

· the resurrection of Jesus to give us new life

· He conquered death … gives us a new opportunity to have eternal union with God

Who might Paul mean when he mentions those who might be “against us”?

· people opposing our Christian beliefs

· could include someone wanting to rob us, harm us

· someone in a business situation who wants to ruin us

· a bully – happens to adults as well as kids

· an abuser (physical, emotional, sexual) in a family situation

· in some countries, it can be the police or some other element of the government

How would you interpret the “all things” that Paul says God graciously gives us?

· salvation

· God’s Holy Spirit

· all of the blessings listed in the first part of the chapter

· daily health and strength

· guidance, assurance

· Fruit of the Spirit  (Gal. 5:22)

· spiritual armor (Eph. 6:13 – 17)

· Gifts of the Spirit (Rom. 12:6 – 8, 1 Cor. 12: 1 – 11)

When has it been obvious that God is for you?

· when I realized Jesus died in my place
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when God supplies needs

· God protected us when we traveled

· God helped us recover from a tragedy

· when God gives healing

· when God guides through tough times

· when God enables us to do things we would have thought impossible to do

Application
Thank. 

· If you’re going through a difficult situation, thank God for walking with you. 

· Thank Him for His unfailing love. 

· Ask God to show you what He wants to do in your life through these circumstances

Review. 

· Make a list of key events or moments in your life. 

· Review the circumstances that led to those events and see how God was at work. 

· Consider how God used those moments to bring you closer to Him.

Share. 

· Share with your group a situation in your life that is confusing. 

· Ask for feedback on how God might be using that circumstance to accomplish His purposes.
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An introduction video is available.  View or download from � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y5qbnz2x" �https://tinyurl.com/y5qbnz2x� .


If you don’t have WiFi where you teach, it’s best to download.





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Quote from � HYPERLINK "https://www.ibelieve.com/faith/3-ways-to-be-sure-an-open-door-is-from-god.html" �https://www.ibelieve.com/faith/3-ways-to-be-sure-an-open-door-is-from-god.html� 





Ever wonder about some circumstances that seem to open up?  Are they from God or are they scams from the Graznavian Empire propaganda machine?  Here’s some pointers sent to us in secret code that got past their censors.  Use the key at the top to figure it out.  Sorry about a few missing letters  in the key … do your best.  Use the QR code if you get stuck











