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A Prayer of Praise
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1. Motivate

What is a name you associate with greatness?   … with infamy?

	Greatness
	          Infamy

	· various presidents

· sports stars

· Winston Churchill

· Queen Elizabeth

· Billy Graham

· Dwight Moody

· Franklin Graham
	· various presidents
· sports “stars”
· Jeffry Dahmer

· John Dillinger

· Bonnie and Clyde

· Hitler, Stalin

· John Wilkes Booth, Dr. Samuel Mudd

· Lee Harvey Oswald


2. Transition

Names of great people are honored.  Names of infamous people are scorned.

· Consider how God’s name is honored or dishonored.

· Our prayers should be driven by the desire to honor God and His name.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Desire to Honor God
Listen for a reason to sing.
Matt. 6:9b (NIV)  hallowed be your name …  Psalm 96:1-3   Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth.  2  Sing to the LORD, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day.  3  Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.
What instructions for worship are given in this psalm?  
· singing

· praising

· proclaiming His salvation  repeatedly

What are some ways we can honor God’s name as holy  (unique, distinctive, special)?

· refrain from using God’s name as an exclamation “Oh my God” 

· although some might claim “God” is not God’s name, it is not being respectful of who God is

· when we pray, express your awe, your reverence, your amazement of His power, authority, wisdom, and love

· demonstrate respect – we are invited into God’s presence as we pray, but do so respectfully

Why do we sometimes struggle with genuine praise in our prayers?

· too busy with our list of sick people to pray for

· occupied with our lists of requests

· we feel like we want to “cut to the chase” with our needs

· we are desperate with our own problems

· we are struggling in our own messes 

What reasons does this passage give us to worship the Lord?
· the salvation that God has provided

· God is glorious – who He is, what He has done

· He has done and is doing marvelous deeds – creation, rescuing lives, providing needs, healing (spiritually, emotionally, physically) 

What should be our motivation in praising God? 
· our awe in who God is

· our amazement at how much He loves us

· our thankfulness for His daily care

· our total dependence on Him
3.2 God’s Splendor and Majesty
Listen for a contrast.
Psalm 96:4-6 (NIV)  For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. 5  For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the heavens. 6  Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and glory are in his sanctuary.
What attributes of the Lord does the psalmist single out as making Him worthy of honor?
· greatness

· worthy of praise

· is to be feared

· contrast with idols

· creation

· splendor, majesty, strength, glory

What does it mean to fear the Lord? 
· be so much in awe of Him that we dare not fail to honor Him

· be reverent in His presence

· realize that His power and authority and wisdom are so far beyond anything we can imagine

· be amazed at how much He loves us – don’t dare make light of that

· want to avoid any possible offense against God

Where do you see God’s splendor and majesty at work in the world today?  What about nature inspires you to praise God? 
· sunsets

· the extreme size and magnitude of creation – both micro (make up of molecules) and macro (the expanse of the universe)

· the colors of flowers, birds

· the variety of plants and animals

· the creativity God gives humans
How does the God of heaven differ from earthly gods or idols? 
· He has the power, they do not

· idols mentioned in scripture have eyes but don’t see, ears but don’t hear, mouths but don’t talk, etc..

· a personal relationship with a personal and real God satisfies and frees us … from sin’s penalty and power over us

· idols and deities created by man enslave and instill fear – scary fear, not awe

People in the psalmist’s day had idols made of wood, stone, clay, or cast metal.  What kinds of things are idols for us today?

· material possessions

· cars, houses, boats

· sports

· our goals of popularity and power, 

· substance abuse, 

· entertainment – movies, TV, video games, social media
· an idol is anything that is more important to you than God is – none of these things have the ability to totally satisfy – actually they tend to enslave us

How can praise of the great Creator and Savior God help you overcome discouragement or worry?

· focus on God’s love, God’s power and authority, God’s wisdom

· these qualities make our problems seem so small by contrast

· realization that God “has your back” and has the capability to deal with problems

· God is bigger than my problems

· God is in charge … not my enemies, not my foibles, not my physical problems
· increases our trust in the object of our faith – Jehovah God, The God Who IS (contrasted to them who ain’t) 

3.3 Acts of Worship
Listen for how to worship.
Psalm 96:7-9 (NIV)  Ascribe to the LORD, O families of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 8  Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering and come into his courts.   Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness; tremble before him, all the earth.
Whom did the psalm writer call to worship God? (check different translations)

· families of nations

· families of the peoples 

· kindreds of the people

· nations of the world

The psalmist used the verb “ascribe”.   What are some synonyms of this word?

· assign

· credit

· attribute

· accredit

· give the credit 

What qualities are we to ascribe or attribute to the Lord?

· glory

· strength

What else does the passage say we are to do?

· bring an offering

· come into His courts worship Him in the splendor of holiness

· tremble before Him – stand in awe at His power and authority and wisdom

What do you think the phrase “worship in the splendor of holiness” means?

· we are to be in awe of how unique God is

· He is omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient … the most or highest or best in these qualities

· he is unique, different, distinct, so far beyond all that we can imagine – holy 
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How can worship be God-honoring?
· the words we say and sing should honor Him

· our prayers state His attributes

· we meditate on, think about His attributes

How can we practically make our lives offerings that honor God?

· spend our time in service to God, in Christian ministry

· spend also our finances to further the Kingdom of God

· use our skills, our spiritual gifts in ministry outreach

How can our prayers be offerings that honor God?

· spend time focusing on, thinking about, stating the attributes of God

· thank Him for those elements of who He is that challenge us, bless us, impress us

· declare your trust in His power, authority, love, wisdom to meet your needs

· instead of reading off your list of requests, talk to God about how you believe He is sufficient and capable to meet those needs

· thank Him for prayers answered in the past, for what you believe He will do in the future

Application
Offer praise. 

· Every day this week let a specific praise to God be your first words of the day.

List attributes. 

· Make a list of every attribute of God you can think of.  (See 101 Reasons to Praise God, http://average-heros.tripod.com/id17.html)
· Take time this week to praise God using the entire list. (Focus on 10 of the 101 Reasons to Praise God each day)
Evaluate your requests. 

· Write out your prayer requests and evaluate them on whether they are focused on God’s honor or simply on what you want. 

· As needed, adjust the way you pray so you are seeking to honor Him.
Double Puzzle
If you have the capability in your classroom, you might show the intro video  “What’s in A Name?” 


View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/0_2hy5ktqm" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/0_2hy5ktqm� 


Download from � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/yb4gbyt3" �https://tinyurl.com/yb4gbyt3�





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Download 101 Reasons to Praise God. 


� HYPERLINK "http://average-heros.tripod.com/id17.html" �http://average-heros.tripod.com/id17.html� 


Print copies for your class.  Learners can read through and meditate on several of them each day as a family or in their own personal quiet time.








I see someone found one of my quotes.  You can find both who I am and what I said by unscrambling each of the clue words. These words are found in the scripture you studied today. Then copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number.


If you get stuck, the solution is at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/yb4gbyt3" �https://tinyurl.com/yb4gbyt3� 
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