6/11/06
Daniel: Faith Refuses to Compromise

1. Motivate

What kinds of responses might you take if your right to pray in any public setting was legally taken away (not unlike smoking in some public places has been outlawed)?
· pray in private

· vote those bums out of office

· establish private prayer meetings

· pray with your eyes open … (how are they going to know?)

· defy the law

· move to a different country

2. Transition

Something very similar happened to Daniel in the Old Testament.
Today ( we look at what his response was and the results.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Demonstrate Blameless Character
Listen for who was against Daniel and why.
Daniel 6:3-5 (NIV)  Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. [4] At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent. [5] Finally these men said, "We will never find any basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it has something to do with the law of his God." 


Make an organizational chart that puts the people in this story in their place.   Identify Daniel’s enemies.
Why do you think they opposed him?

· jealousy

· politics like always

· he was a foreigner

· they just wanted to get themselves ahead

According to the passage, what was their problem?

· tried to find corruption of his conduct of government affairs
· could find no corruption, 

· he was trustworthy

Why had the king decided to place him at this level of authority?
· distinguished himself among all the others

· exceptional qualities 

· he had an extraordinary spirit

How might an “extraordinary spirit” be demonstrated as a government administrator?

· honesty and integrity

· doing his job correctly

· faithfulness to the king, not undermine his authority

· not just out to pad his own pockets

· worked to make things right for the people, not extort or put them down

In what kinds of situations might a person of integrity become a target?

· won’t go along with others who are abusing their authority

· a so called whistle blower

· holds his people to their responsibilities, not letting them get away with sloppy work

· shows up his peers – contrast his hard work with their laziness

Consider that Daniel is the only  person (aside from Jesus) about whom the scripture has nothing bad to say … no “warts.”    This apparent faultless behavior is obtainable by believers today!

· God’s Holy Spirit lives within us

· He guides our decisions

· He empowers us for right choices and holy living     
3.2 Exercise Undaunted Faith
Listen for an example of civil disobedience.
Daniel 6:10-13 (NIV)  Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before. [11] Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help. [12] So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: "Did you not publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone who prays to any god or man except to you, O king, would be thrown into the lions' den?" The king answered, "The decree stands--in accordance with the laws of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed." [13] Then they said to the king, "Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to the decree you put in writing. He still prays three times a day." … [16] So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions' den. The king said to Daniel, "May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!" 

Here is a case of civil disobedience … what are some ways in which Daniel could have compromised his prayer habits to avoid trouble?
· close the windows as he prayed

· do it at night in the dark

· pray in a different room, not observable from the outside

· quit praying altogether (it was only a month, God would understand)

How might he have justified these kinds of compromises?

· what you do in privacy is your own business

· what they don’t know can’t hurt me

· I’m still praying, they just cannot prove it

· 3 times a day is not entirely necessary … once each night is enough

What do you think God’s perspective might have been in this situation?

· certainly forgiving if Daniel made a different choice … but … 

· God desired Daniel’s daily communication

· allowed this as a test for Daniel … allow Daniel to discover God’s power and authority over that of politicians

· God could see the end results … the God of Daniel would be glorified … the gods of jealousy and intrigue of the administrators would be destroyed

In what situations today are believers tempted today to compromise their faith in order to stay out of trouble or get ahead?
· when made fun of for sharing your beliefs

· going along with off color jokes in a crowd

· being drawn into social drinking

· when irregularities in finances are discovered and should be reported

· putting down others in office politics and gossip in order to move yourself ahead
· wasting/stealing company resources (time, office supplies, internet access, etc.)

( God’s perspective for our situations is the same for us today as it was for Daniel

· when we make the right choices, God is glorified!

3.3 Trust God Fully
Listen for the results of Daniel’s trusting in God.
Daniel 6:19-23 (NIV)    At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions' den. [20] When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, "Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?"  [21] Daniel answered, "O king, live forever! [22] My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, O king." [23] The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 

What emotions do you see evidenced by the king?
· anguished voice

· has your God been able to rescue you?

· king was then overjoyed

What attributes of Jehovah God did the king discover and express?

· He is a living God

· He shut the mouths of the lions

· He is a righteous judge (found Daniel not guilty)

· learned what happens when you trust in God

In this situation, Daniel was rescued … who were some who were not?
· Stephen was stoned to death

· John the Baptist was beheaded

· Jesus, Himself, was crucified

How can God be glorified by someone’s suffering without rescue?

· show’s the person’s dedication to their God

· demonstrates that knowing Jesus is worth dying for

· can point other people to Christ … they see your dedication
· shows that not everything is motivated by earthly rewards

Does harm or injury indicate God’s disfavor?  Why or why not?

	Yes
	No

	· you reap what you sow

· there are just desserts for misdeeds

· if you drive recklessly or too fast, you can end up in lots of harm
	· stuff happens

· life includes occasional harm and injury

· bad things can happen to good people

· God can use your response as a witness


3.4 Give a Powerful Testimony
Listen for more attributes of God that the king declares.
Daniel 6:25-27 (NIV)  Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations and men of every language throughout the land: "May you prosper greatly!  [26]   "I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel. "For he is the living God  and he endures forever;  his kingdom will not be destroyed,   his dominion will never end. [27] He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders  in the heavens and on the earth.  He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions."

What words and phrases does the king use to glorify God in his edict?

· everyone must fear and reverence God

· He is the living God

· He endures forever

· His kingdom will not be destroyed

· His rule (dominion) will never end

· He rescues, saves, performs signs and wonders everywhere

What might have been an alternative ending to this story if Daniel had compromised?

· things would go on as usual

· God would not have been praised and worshiped to this extent

· the sneaky politicians would still have been a thorn in Daniel’s side

(   Consider the kinds of things that can happen when we live in uncompromising integrity?

· people will see God’s hand in our lives

· others end up also praising God

· people will see the value we place on our relationship with God

· people who rebel against God and reject His rule in their lives will be seen for what they really are

4. Application
4.1 Consider areas of our lives where we are tempted to “fudge” or compromise

· deductions or write offs when filing taxes

· ignoring copyright laws concerning computer software, music, videos

· leaving work early, getting there late

· watching questionable entertainment when no one else is around to see

( God calls us to live lives of integrity … 

· seek His forgiveness, 
· seek His enabling to make right choices

4.2 We tell teens to decide in advance that they will make the right choices when faced with sexual temptations … we can take a similar strategy when faced with integrity issues.

· praying in public even when it is frowned upon
· working on Sunday

· being influenced to lie about a situation at work

· joining in a conversation that is obviously just malicious (juicy) gossip

· facing a situation where someone argues that the end (a good thing) justifies the means (a “shady” thing)

4.3 Think about a situation where your uncompromised faith served as a testimony to another person.

· consider sharing this with a child or grandchild 

· ask God to give you a teachable moment

· continue to live in an uncompromising way as a model for your children and grandchildren to emulate
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Try to keep this discussion away from how liberal influences in government and the media are eroding Christian freedoms … it may be so, but this is not the focus of the lesson.
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