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God’s Creation

1. Motivate

Think about when you completed a project for your yard or for your house … how did you feel when it was all done?
· tired,  relieved

· a sense of achievement

· enjoyment in the finished product

· proud of accomplishment

· want to show it off to others

2. Transition

Consider how God felt when He completed the Creation – He had a specific design and purpose  … for our universe, for our planet, and for us !!

( understanding this helps us relate correctly to Him and to His creation

( Today we look at how the Bible’s account of our origins affects our lives today

3. Bible Study

3.1 Our Good Beginning
Listen for God’s actual method of creation – what did He do to make it happen?
Genesis 1:1-4 (NIV)  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  [3] And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. [4] God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 

Use your imagination … how do you think it looked when God created something out of nothing?

· at first space was empty, then … whump … planets (and later, plants and animals) appear

· maybe it was more like a slow dissolve on a video screen … hazy at first then more and more solid

· maybe there was a string of related objects appearing in sequence, each one just a bit different than the others

Consider that very first verse … how does accepting that statement as fact impact how you view life and the world?
· God is the source of all that exists

· we owe our very existence to Him

· we realize we are not here by chance … God purposed to bring all things into existence

· if He is the creative source, then He is the ultimate authority

· He deserves, I owe Him my submission, worship, obedience
· His power to create something from nothing implies/affirms that He can handle any need that exists in my life

When might someone’s life feel formless and empty,  as described in verse 2?
· without Christ

· after a failure

· often teenagers feel this way

· when you are alone, without friends and family

According to the passage, what did God do at this point in the creation – with formless, empty darkness?

· God said “Let there be light”

· the light was good

· God separated the light from the darkness

What can God do for us when we experience emptiness?

· bring light into our lives … the light of the good news of Jesus Christ

· bring order to our lives

· provide spiritual life which gives us purpose

· it will be made good !

3.2  And God Saw that It Was Good

Listen for an evaluation.

Genesis 1:31 (NIV) 31  God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning--the sixth day.

Show video  
What intention of God do you see in the sequence in which He created?

· created the base stuff

· the planet, light sources, then water, then land and sky

· populated the planet in sequence – sea, sky, land

· created man in his own image

Consider the way our earth is so uniquely balanced

Just the right distance from the sun
Tilted on its axis to provide seasons

Cycle of oxygen, carbon dioxide

The way chemistry works

Gravity … we measure it but don’t really know why it works

Time … likewise we measure it (very accurately), but cannot define it

The complexity of DNA – the amount of information it stores … in every cell

Note Max Lucado’s comment:  “You weren’t an accident. You weren't mass-produced. You aren't an assembly-line product. You were deliberately planned, specifically gifted, and lovingly positioned on the earth by the Master Craftsman.”
3.3 God Created Us to Be with Him
Listen for characteristics or attributes of the man whom God created.
Genesis 1:26-28 (NIV)  Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground."   [27] So God created man in his own image,  in the image of God he created him;  male and female he created them.  [28]   God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground." 

What do you learn about God’s creation of man from this passage?

· man was created in God’s image, God’s likeness

· man given the task to rule over fish, birds, livestock, all creatures, all of the earth

· created both male and female

· told to be fruitful, increase in number, fill the earth

· subdue the earth

What do you think it means to be created “in the image of God?”

· have intellect, 

· emotions, 

· a will, 

· a spiritual awareness

· we are creative (God is the creator)

What evidence do you see in this passage that God places high value on us?
· we are made in His likeness

· He gave us important responsibilities

· He gave us the capabilities to carry out those responsibilities

How can you celebrate the blessing of being made in God’s image?

· if you are made like Him, show a “family resemblance”

· submit to His Lordship

· worship Him, praise Him

· share who Jesus is with others around you … like showing family pictures

Consider this quote by John Osbourne, an English playwright (deceased):

· Here we are, we’re alone in the universe, there’s no God, it just seems that it all began a something as simple as sunlight striking on a piece of rock.  And here we are.  We’ve only got ourselves.  Somehow, we’ve just got to make a go of it.  We’ve only got ourselves.
If you could respond to him, what could you say?

· we’re not alone
· there IS a God
· He is the source of all that is here
· He has communicated to us through the God-Man Jesus Christ
Remember that people “create” with preexisting materials or thoughts.  God began with nothing.
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