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Confront in Love

1. Motivate

What kinds of forces are at work in our society, our culture to divide families or friendships?
· greed, materialism

· popular secular music (promoting wrong attitudes about sex, popularity)

· violence on TV, in movies, in video games

· racial issues, gender issues, homosexual issues

· the addiction to being “connected”  -- Ipods, cell phones

· disagreement over politics, the war
2. Transition

Jesus knew that conflict would exist between individuals – sometimes confrontation will be necessary to resolve that conflict.
( Today we look at what Jesus said about how Christians are to confront in love

3. Bible Study

3.1 Process
Think about a process you know for doing some task – cooking, car repair, operating a home appliance.    Why must all steps of the process be followed in the proscribed order?

· each step is important

· the order is often crucial (think about putting on shoes and socks)

· anything left out might totally nullify success – (like yeast in the bread recipe)
Listen for the sequence of the process which Jesus proscribes.
Matthew 18:15-17 (NIV)  "If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. [16] But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.' [17] If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 

Let’s enumerate the steps to the confrontation process which Jesus specifies
1. When wronged first go alone to the one who has sinned against you

2. If he/she doesn’t listen take one or two with  you as witnesses and to show the severity of your concern

3. Bring the issue before the church

4. As a last resort treat them as someone who is an unbeliever

According to this passage, who is the one who is supposed to initiate this process?
· the one who has been wronged

· the one who has been sinned against

Why is it easier for the one who has been wronged to talk to others about the problem first, rather than go to the one who has wronged you?

· you are looking for advice

· you want them to agree with you that you are in the right

· you want to gain help for “your side” or your version of the events

· you want to avoid the confrontation

Why, then, would Jesus have us go to the person who wronged us first?

· it avoids the spread of the conflict

· others are not drawn into any disagreement which may have caused the problem

· deal with the problem, don’t make it bigger by involving others

Jesus says the whole purpose of this process he describes is for restoration of the person, the saving of a friendship.  What are some different (but wrong) reasons we might have for confronting someone over being wronged or sinned against?

· I’m going to set them straight!

· They’re not going to get away with that again!
· Don’t get mad, get even!

· Someone needs to tell that person just how wrong they are!

· I’ve taken their sass just long enough, no more

( This brings up the point that we need to be careful not to initiate this process over simple personal disagreements – Jesus said, “if your brother sin against you …” 

Why is first examining your motives an important step before taking others to assist in confronting another person?

· if you have the wrong motives, you have involved others in those motives

· this has the makings of a church split 

· the other person may also be gathering a team of confronters

Jesus suggests bringing others into the process.  How can a third party help resolve a conflict?

· they can offer more objectivity

· they can act as a go between
· they can moderate the discussion
· Jesus cited the Old Testament principle of multiple witnesses giving weight to the credibility of what is being said
How can your church play a role in difficult or very serious quarrels?

· give counsel to both parties

· bring people back together
· bring everyone to repentance over the wrongs they have instigated against each other if the issue has escalated
· prayer for everyone involved
· we are the Body of Christ … we minister to, help the members of the Body which are hurting
3.2 Principle
Listen for a danger related to the concept of freedom.
Galatians 5:13-15 (NIV)  You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. [14] The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbor as yourself." [15] If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. 

Paul says we are called to be free.  What are different ways (good and bad) in which he says that freedom could be used?
· indulging the sinful nature

· serving one another in love

· loving your neighbor as yourself

· biting and devouring each other

When the world speaks of freedom, what does it mean?

· freedom to do whatever you want

· no one tells you what to do, you get to choose for your own self

· you can become whatever you aspire to be
How does the world abuse freedom today?

· anyone can do anything they want

· even if it hurts someone else

· I should be free to do what I want, but you don’t have the freedom to object or oppose my freedoms

· your freedoms are stupid, mine are significant

What kind of freedom does the Christian experience in Christ?

· free from the bondage of sin

· free from the penalty of sin

· free to minister to others

· eventually (in Heaven) free from the presence of sin

How can Paul say that the whole law is fulfilled by “loving your neighbor as yourself”?

· when you put others first, you won’t be stealing, murdering, coveting

· all of the commandments relating to interpersonal relationships are taken care of by treating others as you wish to be treated

How might the command to “serve one another in love” affect the attitudes and actions of Christians seeking to resolve conflict situations?

· your motive is restoration

· you don’t go into it with the idea of proving that your side is right

· you’re not trying to set someone straight

· you’re trying to resolve differences

· you’re trying to restore relationships

3.3 Purposes
Listen for two statements that appear to be in conflict, to be contradictions.
Galatians 6:1-5 (NIV)  Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. [2] Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. [3] If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. [4] Each one should test his own actions. Then he can take pride in himself, without comparing himself to somebody else, [5] for each one should carry his own load. 
What does Paul say should be done when someone is caught in sin?
· spiritual people should restore him gently

· watch out, beware of the same temptation for yourself

· by carrying this burden you fulfill the law of Christ

What picture comes to mind when you hear the word “restore?”

· the situation is temporary

· the person was just fine previously 

· they can be back to proper relationship with a little help

What is the difference between restoring with a gentle spirit and correcting him/her harshly?

	Correcting Harshly
	Restoring Gently

	· yell and scream

· act as a dictator
· pronounce severe punishment

· give the silent treatment
	· express your concern and love
· speak calmly, without a raised voice

· express desire for restoration, not for revenge


How does carrying an erring believer’s burden help to restore that person?
· their sin may be something they are struggling with

· you, as a fellow member of the Body of Christ feel that same burden

· you share the burden and help them through their estrangement with other members of the Body

· it shows your concern for them, not your determination merely to be right or set them right

What does this passage have to say about the temptation to feel superior to the erring brother or sister in Christ?

· if you think you are really something you’re fooling yourself
· you need to be very careful of your own actions, your own attitudes

· don’t try to look good by making others look bad in contrast
· you’ve got your own problems/peculiarities as a load to carry

( Here’s the apparent contradiction resolved

· help your brother/sister with their struggles

· don’t feel superior because of this … you’ve got your own issues to deal with

4. Application
4.1 Consider the help wanted adds of the newspaper.
· all sorts of positions that make significant contributions to our community

· a most important position does not appear …

· Help wanted: Peacemaker
· think about answering such an add …

· what would be your experiences, your qualifications?

4.2 Think about your Christian freedoms

· freedom from sin’s penalty

· freedom from sin’s power

· freedom to minister to others, to love others

· we are able to (free to) responsibly act in love even in conflict situations
4.3 Watch your spirit, your attitude

· restoring the fallen requires a gentle spirit

· it requires a willingness to carry one another’s burdens

· it requires a continuous self test, quality control check of your own attitudes to make sure they are acceptable to the Lord
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