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Caleb: Faith Endures

1. Motivate

Name something such as a possession or hobby that you’ve maintained for a long time.
· house, antique car, boat, piece of antique furniture

· golf, fishing, woodworking, quilting, gardening

What have been some of the challenges/rewards of holding on so long?

· the possession becomes more valuable and beautiful to see

· the hobby becomes more skilled, more enjoyable, can be shared
· it is worth keeping even more than when you began
2. Transition

Today ( we look at how a long term, wholehearted faith in God is worth keeping and maintaining.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Meet Faith’s Challenge
Listen for points in the argument that Caleb makes.
Numbers 13:30 (NIV)    Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, "We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it." Numbers 14:6-9 (NIV)  Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had explored the land, tore their clothes [7] and said to the entire Israelite assembly, "The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good. [8] If the Lord is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us. [9] Only do not rebel against the Lord. And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will swallow them up. Their protection is gone, but the Lord is with us. Do not be afraid of them." 

What were Caleb’s lobbying points?
· we should go and take possession of the land

· we can certainly do it

· the land is exceedingly good

· if God is pleased with us, He will lead us into the land, He will give it to us

· don’t rebel now

· don’t be afraid of the people there … we’ll “eat their lunch”

· their protection is gone … the Lord is with us
Why would the majority of the spies (and now the rest of the people) pull back from the goal of claiming the promised land?
· it was a big land with big people

· at that time they were in a sense “on the run” and did not have a permanent base

· they would have to attack fortified cities … not just unprotected villages

· they didn’t have much of an organized fighting force, they had come out of a slavery situation

Caleb faced giants and fortified cities.  What kinds of “giants” do we face in our lives that cause our faith to waver?

· new situations (jobs, life transitions)

· sending our kids off to school, off to marriage

· dealing with a financial crisis or reversal

· pursuing a wonderful new opportunity that requires new adjustments

· loss of a family  member

Why do you think Caleb’s faith did not waver as he anticipated those giants and obstacles in this land of promise?
· he was looking at what God had done and had promised to do

· he focused on the possibilities, not the problems

· he believed that what God had said He would do would be true

· he was not trusting in his own strength

· he was trusting in God’s power and authority in the situation

Agree or disagree ?   (    
	Agree
	Disagree

	· you are rejecting God’s promises

· you are focusing on the problem

· when it paralyzes you, that is wrong

· when the emotion of fear overrides what you know to be true, that is sin
	· it’s good to have a healthy respect for potential problems
· you might be emotionally afraid, but you get past it 

· your intellect and will override the fear

· it is only a temptation (which is not sin)


If you have wholehearted faith like Caleb, what do you do about doubts and fears?

· talk to God about them

· find promises in God’s Word that speak to those issues, those principles

· admit your doubts and fears, confess them to God … agree with Him that they are wrong

· tell God you want to believe what He says, but your emotions are struggling

· the devil will be reminding you of the potential fears …  repeatedly remind yourself of what God says
3.2 Believe God’s Promise
Listen for a human promise that Caleb was claiming.
Joshua 14:6-9 (NIV)  Now the men of Judah approached Joshua at Gilgal, and Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, "You know what the Lord said to Moses the man of God at Kadesh Barnea about you and me. [7] I was forty years old when Moses the servant of the Lord sent me from Kadesh Barnea to explore the land. And I brought him back a report according to my convictions, [8] but my brothers who went up with me made the hearts of the people melt with fear. I, however, followed the Lord my God wholeheartedly. [9] So on that day Moses swore to me, 'The land on which your feet have walked will be your inheritance and that of your children forever, because you have followed the Lord my God wholeheartedly.' 

What was the promise that Caleb was claiming after 45 years?
· the land you walked on in your spy mission will be your inheritance

· it will be the inheritance of your children forever

What was the claim based on?

· because he had followed the Lord God wholeheartedly

According to this passage, in what ways had he followed God wholeheartedly?

· I went with the others to explore the land

· I brought back a report according to my convictions 

· contrast to the others who made people fearful

· I brought back a good report and an opinion we should and could take the land

What kinds of things had happened over those 45 years that could have tempted him to doubt God’s promise over that time?

· they had been wandering in the wilderness 

· he had seen all his contemporaries (except Joshua) die

· he was not getting any younger … he was now 85 … how do you conquer anything at 85 … getting up in the morning is a major victory!

Consider these  of God’s promises to us  (have volunteers look up references, read … then list promise on chalkboard for class)
· Mark 11:24 (NIV)  Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 

· John 1:12 (NIV)  Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- 

· 1 Cor. 10:13 (NIV)    No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. 

· Psalm 34:19 (NIV)    A righteous man may have many troubles,  but the Lord delivers him from them all; 

· Romans 8:28 (NIV)    And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 

What kinds of things tempt us to doubt God’s promises?

· stuff happens

· when you don’t feel good due to illness, you have trouble trusting … you focus on the worry or the pain

· people let us down … we are tempted to believe that God acts in a similar manner

· the devil tells us we don’t deserve God’s promises because we are so sinful … which is true …  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Romans 5:8 (NIV)  

( We must daily communicate with God … hearing from Him through His Word 

     … talking to Him in prayer … tell Him of your feelings, your desires to trust Him

3.3 Remain Loyal
Listen for things that could have been barriers to Caleb’s claiming his promise.

Joshua 14:10-14 (NIV)  "Now then, just as the Lord promised, he has kept me alive for forty-five years since the time he said this to Moses, while Israel moved about in the desert. So here I am today, eighty-five years old! [11] I am still as strong today as the day Moses sent me out; I'm just as vigorous to go out to battle now as I was then. [12] Now give me this hill country that the Lord promised me that day. You yourself heard then that the Anakites were there and their cities were large and fortified, but, the Lord helping me, I will drive them out just as he said." [13] Then Joshua blessed Caleb son of Jephunneh and gave him Hebron as his inheritance. [14] So Hebron has belonged to Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite ever since, because he followed the Lord, the God of Israel, wholeheartedly. 

So what kinds of things could have stood in Caleb’s way?  Why might someone claim he was presumptuous to claim this area as his own?
· his age … although he claimed to be just as strong as he was at 40

· hill country

· giants (Anakites)

· large cities, fortified cities

According to the passage, how did he anticipate overcoming these barriers?

· claimed to be just as strong and vigorous as he was 45 years earlier

· God promised him that area of the land

· “Lord helping me, I will drive them out”

How do we find the right balance between trusting God to act on our behalf and presumptuously assuming He’ll do whatever we want?

· ask according to His will  … 1 John 5:14 (NIV)  This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 

· claim his promises – not your own “shopping list”

· God promises to meet our needs, not fulfill our wants
· be sensitive to God’s guiding Holy Spirit

Those 45 years Caleb experienced had been hard … but what had Caleb gained during that time?  What had he seen God do for the people of Israel?

· saw God’s daily supply of needs 

· saw God’s righteousness and justice demonstrated

· learned to depend on God for everything

· saw God win fantastic battles for them

Consider the needs God has met in your life … the battles He has won for you …

· provided a job

· protected you and your family

· provided recovery from great loss

· provided your salvation … answered prayer for salvation of loved ones

( God worked in your life before … He can do so again!
4. Application
4.1 Consider the area of your life in which God is challenging you to trust Him wholeheartedly today …

· victory over sin

· God’s protection of your loved one in the military

· bringing a wayward child back into fellowship with God

( Trusting is difficult … but we need to respond like Caleb … “I followed the Lord my God wholeheartedly” 

4.2 As a devotional exercise find a Bible resource that will help you find a list of God’s promises

· read them

· write down the ones that you would like to apply to you

· note the requirements

· tell God you are trusting Him … tell Him how you are struggling with that trust

· post a favorite promise in a prominent place (a mirror, on the fridge, as your computer wallpaper or screen saver, etc.)

4.3 Caleb was 40 and then 85 and faced tough times.
· Consider some of the problems which are specific to your current age

· multiple kids in diapers

· teenagers

· empty nest

· retirement

· Ask God to help you conquer the “giants” and “fortified cities” which you face at this point in your life

Fear is a sin.









5

