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Blessing All Nations



1. Motivate

What is a difficult task you had to accomplish some time during your life?

· make a speech

· propose to your sweetie

· say yes/no to a proposal

· go away from home to college, to the service, when you were married

· send your kids off to school (grade school, college)

· start the first day of school in a new town

· undergo surgery

· confront someone over a tough issue

· say you were sorry

· over come some sort of handicap

· pass a college course that was tough for you

· start a new job in a new town

2. Transition

God told Abraham that he would accomplish something that seemed impossible to him.

( Today we will look at 

· how Abraham reacted to God's prophecy 

· the implications of God's prophecy as God has, indeed, done what He said

3. Bible Study

3.1 Covenant Expectations

Concerning  the covenant God confirms – listen for God's responsibility and for Abram’s responsibility.

Genesis 17:1-2 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, "I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless.  [2] I will confirm my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers."  

	God's Responsibility
	Abram’s Responsibility

	· I will confirm the covenant between us

· you will greatly increase your numbers
	· walk before me

· be blameless


What had God promised in the covenant originally? 

· he would be father of a great nation

How had Abram tried to fulfill the covenant on his own?

· have a son by Sarai’s handmaid

· Ishmael was born

What do these verses reveal about God's character?

· He is sovereign

· He is powerful

· He is interested in interacting with men, even though He is God

( God Almighty has the power to do what seems impossible by human standards.

What do you think God meant by “walk before me?”

· to be directed by God

· to live in obedience

· live a moral life that is pleasing to God

What about the blameless?  Is that an impossible perfection?

· rather it is completeness, maturity

· This is a similar description as given Noah, Genesis 6:9 “Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God.” 

· It can be thought of as God's goal for our lives – obedient people of faith will be growing closer and closer to this ideal

( God expects His people to walk with Him in faith and to walk before Him in a way that is pleasing to Him

3.2 Many Nations and One God

Listen for the “I will” phrases.

Genesis 17:2-8 I will confirm my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers."  [3] Abram fell facedown, and God said to him,  [4] "As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations.  [5] No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations.  [6] I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you.  [7] I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you.  [8] The whole land of Canaan, where you are now an alien, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their God."  

Why did Abram fall down?

· he is in awe of being confronted by Jehovah, the God Who Is

· he realizes the contrast between his weak and sinful self and God's holy and powerful deity

Note the significance of the name change

· Abram 
( exalted father

· Abraham 
( father of many nations

How do  you think Abraham would feel about this name change?

· spoke to the issue of  God's promise

· part of  confirmation of God's promise

· an encouragement

What does God say, “I will …”?

· confirm my covenant

· greatly increase your numbers

· make you very fruitful

· make nations of you, kings will come from you

· establish my covenant as everlasting, to future generations

· give you an everlasting possession the whole land of Canaan

What is the relevance of God's covenant with Abraham have for us today?

· we are one of the many nations/peoples of which Abraham is our spiritual father

· God did accomplish what He said He would do for Abraham

· He can accomplish His promises for us in just the same way – not always early, but never late – in His time

· His purposes include our lives but go far beyond our time and our immediate sphere of existence


3.3 God-Sized Promise

Listen for a different response here than in verse 3.

Genesis 17:15-19 God also said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah.  [16] I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her."  [17] Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, "Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?"  [18] And Abraham said to God, "If only Ishmael might live under your blessing!"  [19] Then God said, "Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him.  

Why do you think Abraham fell down this time?

· could be same reaction to talking to Jehovah, God Himself

· could be in despair

· could be he is overcome with wonder or doubt, “how can it ever be?”

· in amusement?

What kind of laughter would be appropriate in this context?

· laughter of joy

· laughter of wonder

· NOT laughter of doubt and cynicism

Note that they were told to name the son Isaac, which means “laughter” or “to laugh”

How might he be struggling with God's will for his life?

· seemed impossible

· seemed like too much responsibility

· seemed far fetched

· hard to understand – was beyond his sphere of experience

· he was dealing with day to day issues – the livestock, the crops, the servants – God is talking about long range (several centuries, even eternal) plans

How do we struggle with accepting God's will for our lives?

· we think we could never do it

· it involves significant commitments of time, resources

· we cannot grasp the scope of God's workings, God's plans

· we feel that He might be interrupting our plans

· we think we know a better way to do it

( We should know that God is able to do all that is needed

· to fulfill His promises

· to accomplish His will for our lives

3.4 Blessing Other Nations 

Listen for evidence that God is concerned for more than just descendants of Isaac.

Genesis 17:20-22 And as for Ishmael, I have heard you: I will surely bless him; I will make him fruitful and will greatly increase his numbers. He will be the father of twelve rulers, and I will make him into a great nation.  [21] But my covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you by this time next year."  [22] When he had finished speaking with Abraham, God went up from him.  

What does God promise to do for Ishmael?

· I will bless him

· I will make him fruitful, increase his numbers

· He will be father of 12 rulers

· I will make him into a great nation

Why did God promise to bless Ishmael, even if the covenant was to be established with Isaac?

· God loved Ishmael

· God loves his descendants also

What does this suggest about God's care for those outside the nation of Israel?

· God loves them

· God seeks to have a relationship with them

· This would apply to all peoples, not just the Arabs

· God desires that they come to Him for salvation

· God has commissioned us to take the gospel message to them

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Consider how being in a covenant relationship with God changes  your life.

· You have God's promises to rely upon

· You have your part of the covenant to perform – faith and obedience

· God calls you to faith and obedience, just like He did of Abraham

· Trust Him with all areas of your life

· Obey His commands, live by His precepts

4.2 Abraham experienced doubts about God's working in his life – How about you? How do you find renewed hope in God?

· see God at work throughout the scriptures

· Note God's faithfulness there

· do like the gospel song says, “Count your many blessings, see what God has done.”

· Tell God your struggles in faith

· Make note of when God does answer prayer … thank Him for it

· Praise Him in the midst of your struggles

4.3 God specifically declared His blessing on what is now the Arab nations … God is concerned with them … just as He is with us, with Israel … with all peoples

· Pray for evangelism efforts in those lands

· There are Christian churches in those lands

· There are radio outreach efforts into those countries

· God loves these peoples – despite their actions that seem strange and offensive to us

· Don’t just write them off – Jesus died for them just as He died for you

Note these are in contrast to an elderly, not so strong Abram
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