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Be Humble

1. Motivate

In what way does our society instill in us the desire to be served?

· we have a service economy
· we are waited on in a restaurant, in a fast food eatery

· we stand in line to be served at a bank, to pay for our groceries

· we hire people to do things for us that we either are unable or unwilling to do

· we cater to our children, we want them to have a better life than we had
· we have the mentality that the world owes us a living

· we are told that if someone doesn’t treat us right, we can sue

· our politicians tell us they want to “serve” us (what can they do for us so we will reelect them?)

2. Transition

Our culture emphasizes personal rights and desiring for others to serve us.
( It is hard to willingly humble oneself to another

Today we will look at just what is true Christian humility and how to demonstrate it in your own lives.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Submit to Authorities
Listen for just who Christians are to submit themselves.
1 Peter 2:13-14 (NIV)  Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, [14] or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right.   2:17-19  Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king. 
[18] Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. [19] For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is conscious of God. 
According to this passage, to whom should Christians submit themselves?

· every authority instituted among men

· the king as the supreme authority

· governors sent to punish wrong doers, commend those who do right

· slaves to masters (whether considerate or harsh)

What would be the modern equivalent of some of these?

· king ( president, national government in general

· governors ( state officials (including officers of the law)

· masters ( employers

Why does God allow government, even if it is a sinful and harsh one?

· gives some sense of order to society

· provides a structure for how people get along with each other
Where do we draw the line between humble submission to human authority and our right to speak out concerning issues with which we do not agree?

	Under a democratic system
	In a repressive system

	· state your opinions within the limits of the law

· vote for the person you believe is the best

· work to have honest and honorable people elected

· use the opportunities and advantages of free speech to declare Truth, to state what is right
	· be careful what you say for your safety

· if something goes against God’s Word or God’s principles, try to carefully do the right thing

· you may have to defy the government, being willing to face its punishment

· carefully study examples of civil disobedience in Scripture


3.2 Imitate Christ
Listen for the right and wrong way to suffer.
1 Peter 2:20-21 (NIV) But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. [21] To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.

How did Peter contrast just with unjust suffering?

	Unjust Suffering
	Suffering Justly

	· suffer for doing good

· commendable before God if you endure it

· you were called to this

· when you do it you follow Christ’s example
	· no credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it

· you deserve it, you had it coming

· it doesn’t honor the Lord



How did Christ show humility as an example for us?
· suffered on the cross

· took upon Himself our sins

· despite the fact that he was God, he lowered Himself, became a man, was punished unjustly

( When we are obeying and serving Him, there will be times when we find ourselves suffering unjustly, just as He did … we were called to this role of humility as believers

3.3 Honor Your Spouse
Listen for examples of humility in the marriage relationship.
1 Peter 3:1-4 (NIV)  Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, [2] when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. [3] Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes. [4] Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God's sight.  3:7 (NIV)  Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers. 
What purpose did Peter give for a wife to humbly submit to her husband?
· they might have an unbelieving husband

· their behavior, more than their words, would be used to win him to Christ

· the beauty of an gentle and quiet spirit is of great worth in God’s sight

What are some differences between voluntary submission and forced submission?

	Voluntary
	Forced

	· this is true submission

· the person who submits chooses to lower or humble himself/herself 

· there is no internal resistance
	· it is merely knuckling under for the sake of peace or safety

· internally there resistance
· capitulation or giving in might be better words


In what ways are Christian husbands to honor their wives?
· be considerate

· treat them with respect

· remember they may not be physically as strong

· they are heirs with you of the Christian experience

(  By implication of the concept of voluntary submission husbands are not to claim forced submission.

What warning do you see right at the end?

( If you fail in treating your wife correctly, your prayers may go unanswered!

3.4 Show Compassion
Listen for how humility is expressed by the qualities called for.
1 Peter 3:8-9 (NIV)  Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. [9] Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 

List the incredible challenges that Peter gives his readers?
· live in harmony with one another

· be sympathetic

· love as brothers

· be compassionate and humble

· don’t repay evil with evil … instead with blessing

Remember that musical harmony is when people sing different notes but still sound good together.  How does this apply to our personal relationships?

· we can each have different opinions

· we can agree to disagree

· we can agree on basic and fundamental concepts yet respect one another’s views
Why is it so hard to not repay evil with evil?

· we want revenge

· we want the other person to suffer the same thing or in the same degree that we did

· we have the constitutional right to sue their socks of!!

Again … Peter declares a result of living humbly in our relationships with each other

(  so that you may inherit a blessing. 

3.5 Depend on God
Listen for more reasons for living humbly.
1 Peter 5:5-7 (NIV)  Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." [6] Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. [7] Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.

What do you think it means to “clothe yourselves with humility”

· humility could be like a covering for our personalities, as clothes cover our bodies

· when people see us, they see the covering of humility

· recall the phrase “clothes make the man” … maybe we could say “humility makes the Christian”

So what reasons are given for living humbly?

· God opposes the proud

· God gives grace to the humble

· in due time he will lift you up

· your anxieties of life are not handled by being proud, but by being humble

· God cares for you … you need not bear the burden of life on your own

What kinds of cares and anxieties do we have that we try to handle in our own pride?
· our finances

· our family relationships

· our emotional struggles

· bad habits

( When we humble ourselves … confess our own inabilities … agree with God that we cannot handle these areas of life on our own

( Then God cares for us

4. Application

4.1 Think about how you might finish this sentence  “In my life, humility would mean that I would … “
· share with someone what that might be

· humbly ask them to pray for you that you your life might demonstrate humility in that way

4.2 Think of someone you know whose life bears some of the characteristics of humility studied today

· Thank God for these people

· Ask God for his blessing and help in their lives

4.3 Look for ways this week to submit to your spouse … to honor them above yourself

· acts of “unprovoked” kindness

· help them out, even when you were not asked to do so

· look for ways to affirm or encourage or praise them – with no ulterior motive on your part

4.4 If you are mistreated this week (at work, by a neighbor, by a family member) …

· do not act in kind … instead … 

· respond in kindness

· cast your care, your anxiety on the Lord

Note the call for humility for both marriage partners
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