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The Resurrection and the Life



1. Motivate

Your child or grandchild has lost a favorite teacher (a Christian) who died suddenly of a heart attack.  They ask you, "What really happens to people when they die?  What hope is there if its all over when they're gone?"    What kinds of things do you say?

· they are with Jesus

· it's like going to sleep and waking up in heaven
· the blessed hope is that we are with Jesus

· we will see them again in heaven

· it's not really all over when they die, in one sense it's just beginning

· Jesus holds you hand as you cross over to be with Him

· we will miss your teacher and have good memories

· He's not hurting, he's enjoying being with Jesus and with his Christian friends and family who have also died

2. Transition

· Many people in today's world believe that death is final, we cease to exist.

· Others believe that we only live on in the memories of friends and family

 Today's Bible study teaches that this physical life is not all there is!!
3. Bible Study

3.1 Death is Reality for All
Listen for a message sent to Jesus and Jesus' response.
John 11:1-4 (NIV)   Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. [2] This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair. [3] So the sisters sent word to Jesus, "Lord, the one you love is sick." [4] When he heard this, Jesus said, "This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God's glory so that God's Son may be glorified through it." 

What relationships did these people have with Jesus?

· two sisters and a brother who knew Jesus

· Mary and Martha (one cooked, the other listened to Jesus teaching)

· Mary had been the one who poured perfume on Jesus feet

· Jesus was special friends with this family, had enjoyed their hospitality

What were the contents and the implications of the message sent to Jesus?

· Lazarus is sick

· You healed others, come and heal your special friend

· Hurry
What was Jesus' response – verbal and actions?

· The sickness will not end in his death

· the purpose of the sickness is for God's glory

· God's son will be glorified in this sickness

What is surprising about Jesus response to the sickness?
· why didn't he go and help the man

· he could have even sent word back, "you are healed"

· he sent no word back … even the comment about no death

How can God be glorified through sickness or death?  Do you know of any personal examples?

· learn to trust God through a time of sickness

· you learn to appreciate life more when you have been close to death

· the sequence of events  of the sickness opens an opportunity for witness,  or for some other way that people learn new lessons for God

· the shock of death of someone you love or respect causes people to think about the reality of facing God's Judgment

· The death of a pastor or missionary challenges young people to step up into that "gap"

What about the fact that they asked God to do something and He didn't?  How does having that kind of event in your life benefit you or others?

· what you ask for was not near as great as what God caused to happen

· the thing you were asking for turned out to be a bad situation

· what you were praying for was selfish and would not have been a blessing to anyone else

· what God did and when He did it was of benefit to many others

· after the whole thing is over, you see how unfulfilling your request would have been 

3.2 Believers Experience Resurrection and Life
Listen for feelings revealed by Martha's remarks.
John 11:21-27 (NIV)   "Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if you had been here, my brother would not have died. [22] But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask." [23] Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." [24] Martha answered, "I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day." [25] Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; [26] and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" [27] "Yes, Lord," she told him, "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world." 

What feelings do you see expressed by Martha?
· disappointment

· grief



      Note the contradiction in emotions

· at the same time hope, faith

· some confusion

How do we tend to respond (like Martha) when we are disappointed with the way God has chosen to work in our situation?

· we despair, we get distressed, get depressed
· we may mope around
· some even would express anger at God

· this might lead to neglecting prayer, ignoring our Bibles

· at the same time we really know down deep of God's love and wisdom in guiding our lives 

· maybe we are unwilling to admit it to ourselves for a time

( Note that this is sin … lack of faith!  

     Romans 14:23 …  everything that does not come from faith is sin. 

What is the verb tense in verses 23 and 24?
( future

What tense is used in verse 25?

( present
What was future, what was present?  Who said it?
	Future
	Present

	· Jesus said Lazarus will rise again

· He meant it would happen in the immediate future

· Martha agreed, Lazarus will rise again

· She meant eventually with all the rest of God's children (common Jewish belief)
	· Jesus said I AM the resurrection
· I AM the life

· Jesus was then, is now, will always be the power which brings life in place of death



What is the promise of Jesus' statement?
( He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;
How did Martha express her belief in Jesus?
· you are the Christ (the Messiah)

· you are the Son of God

· you are God come as man into our world

How can these verses, these concepts help you answer your child or grandchild who asks about death?

· Jesus demonstrated power over death

· Jesus stated that He gives spiritual life after physical death

· He rose from the dead, Himself  

· gives proof to His claims of power over death

· someone who believes that Jesus is who He says He is and will do what He promised to do will receive that eternal spiritual life

· our spirits are gone from our bodies but they are present with Jesus

· and our bodies will eventually be resurrected and renewed

What events in your life led you to confess Jesus as the Son of God and your personal Savior?

· teaching in Sunday School

· parents example

· preaching service

· witness of a friend

· reading the Word

· hearing truth at a Bible Camp

3.3 Jesus is Sovereign Over Death
Listen for evidence of Martha's continued misunderstanding of Jesus' intentions.
John 11:38-40 (NIV)   Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. [39] "Take away the stone," he said." But, Lord," said Martha, the sister of the dead man, "by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days." [40] Then Jesus said, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?" John 11:43-44 (NIV)   When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" [44] The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, "Take off the grave clothes and let him go." 

Jesus was said to have been at a 2 days journey from Lazarus' home where he was sick and dying … Why now do you think Jesus waited two days to make the two day trip?
· either way Lazarus would have been dead when Jesus got there

· the significance of the miracle is much more when it is 4 days later

· Jewish belief was that the spirit hovered near the body for 4 days, just in case some how the body came back to life

· the 4 days is up, Lazarus is really dead

· he has been really brought back to life

What might have been the feelings and emotions of people who viewed this event?

	The Crowd
	Mary and Martha

	· this is scary, spooky

· makes the hair stand up on the back of your neck!

· I must be dreaming –  Wow!

· I know he was dead, and I can see now that he is alive

· this Jesus is really something

· He must be for real
	· how wonderful, we're getting our brother back

· this is not what I thought Jesus meant –  this is even better

· the healings were one thing, this is something else

· what kind of power is this?

· I hoped this could happen but hardly dared believe it


What did Jesus instruct people to do when Lazarus came out of the tomb?
· roll the stone away

· take off the grave clothes

· let him go

Why do you suppose Jesus told them to do this?

· they get to participate in the miracle

· reassure them

· let them discover for themselves that this was the Lazarus they knew

· this was not a ghost

· this was not a zombie – not an instance of "walking dead"

· Lazarus was alive again

· something about "hands on" experience that makes it real and understandable 
Contrast Lazarus' resurrection with Jesus' resurrection – implications, purpose, etc.

	Lazarus
	Jesus

	· eventually died again

· this was more of a resuscitation 

· was for the purpose of demonstrating Jesus' power over death

· was a precursor, pointed to what would happen when Jesus was put to death
	· was risen from the grave to never die again

· was final and ultimate proof of His divinity

· makes real the promise of what He stated to Martha, " He who believes in me will live, even though he dies;"


4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Sickness and death are realities of our earthly life

· When sickness comes, when death threatens we should take our needs to Jesus

· Just like Mary and Martha did

· Know that the timing we desire is not always God's timing in dealing with the problem

· Even when death is the eventuality, Jesus knows, Jesus cares, Jesus will be present

· Jesus is not insulted or hurt by our expressions of grief, our questions of "Why?"

4.2 There is a future bodily resurrection for believers

· even more important there is a spiritual resurrection immediately

· Jesus is (present tense) the resurrection

· our eternal life begins when we receive Jesus as Savior

· We must declare our belief in Jesus as Martha did – initially, continually

4.3 Consider how your life daily demonstrates that you have been spiritually "raised to life?"
· Old habits are dead, replaced by new ones

· New love, burden for the lost

· Experience peace and joy that were not present before knowing, trusting in Jesus

· Daily communication with Jesus in prayer and Bible reading

· Physical life demonstrated by vital signs (heartbeat, blood pressure, brain waves) … 
Spiritual life also demonstrates vital signs 

· trust and obedience to God

· praise and worship

· reaching out to those in need
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