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You Have A Motive

1. Motivate

Who are some people you considered unapproachable at one point or another in your life? Why?
	Who was unapproachable?
	Why?

	· an austere aunt

· the school principal

· a grumpy neighbor

· a neighbor with a strange accent

· your parents when you were a teenager
	· she scowled a lot

· he had the power to suspend/expel/ give “whacks”

· yelled at you for crossing his lawn

· never knew what they were thinking


· you felt they just didn’t understand


2. Transition

Before Jesus’ death on the cross, God was unapproachable by individuals.
( Now we can come to God personally

Many people today don’t understand this and we need to share with them this reality.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Forgiveness of the Past
Listen for the variety of responses to the events of Jesus’ crucifixion.
Luke 23:32-39  (NIV)  Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals--one on his right, the other on his left. [34] Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing." And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. [35] The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One."   [36] The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar [37] and said, "If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself." [38] There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. [39] One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!" 

What other people show up in this scene? What were they doing, saying?
· two criminals – also being crucified, hurling insults

· soldiers – dividing up his clothes, mocking, offering wine vinegar

· rulers – sneering, mocking

· people – watching 

To whom do you think Jesus was offering forgiveness?

· those who were crucifying Him

· soldiers

· the crowd who clamored for His death

· the two criminals

· even the disciples who had run away

What kinds of things do you find easy to forgive?
· someone bumps into you in a hallway

· someone calls you by the wrong name

· someone misses you as they are passing out handouts in Sunday School

· someone accidentally calls your phone and it’s the wrong number (not in the middle of the night)

What kinds of things that are more difficult to forgive?

· someone dents your car in the parking lot

· a neighbor’s kid breaks an expensive window with a baseball

· a neighborhood dog digs up your prize winning flowerbed

· you are falsely accused of a crime

What kinds of things can be forgiven only with God’s help?

· abuse by a family member (physical, emotional, sexual)

· unfaithfulness by a spouse

· being unlawfully fired from a job, resulting in extreme hardship

How was Jesus able, then, to forgive those who were crucifying Him?  What was His motivation?
· His love for all people

· God is love … it is His nature

· He chose to take our punishment, our death sentence – this was part of His merciful plan

How can Jesus’ love motivate us to be able to forgive people?

· if He forgave us (in effect we put Him to death), then we should be able/willing to do the same for much lesser offenses

· God’s Holy Spirit lives within us, generating the Fruit (of the Spirit) of Love

· On our own, we cannot generate that attitude, those kinds of actions … only God can do so

What kinds of words and phrases would you use to explain to a child or grandchild the meaning of God’s forgiveness?

· God loves us very much

· God shows His love for us in many ways – gives us homes, loving families, beautiful surroundings of nature
· when we do bad things, it makes God very sad 

· actually, we deserve to be punished

· we can talk to God in prayer and confess (admit to Him) what we have done wrong

· we can ask Him to be forgiven … to remove our guilt and punishment

· the Bible says that God actually forgets (and does not remember) our sinfulness

· He does not give us the punishment we deserve (mercy) … 

· instead He gives us blessings that we do not deserve (grace)
3.2 Assurance for the Future
Listen for a contrast in attitudes demonstrated by the two criminals.
Luke 23:40-43 (NIV)    But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you are under the same sentence? [41] We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong."  [42] Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom."  [43] Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise." 

What had the first criminal said (from the previous passage)?
· aren’t you the Christ (the Messiah)?
· if so, save yourself

· and while you are at it save us!

What kinds of similar things do some people say about Jesus today?

· He was just a teacher that got crossways with the authorities

· He was a martyr, nothing more

· if He was God, he would have not been killed, He would have “zapped” them

· He died a long time ago … how can he help me today?

· He had lots of good teachings, but He apparently could not stop them from executing Him

Why did Jesus not save Himself from such a horrible and tragic death?

· this was Jesus’ purpose for coming to earth

· rejection and death sentence from the religious leaders was not Plan B on God’s part

· He took upon Himself the sinfulness of each of us

· He received the punishment in our place

· He had to die so that we could have eternal life … eternal union with God
What did the second criminal say in response?

· don’t you fear God … aren’t you in awe of who God really is

· think about it … this man has been sentenced to die, just like us

· we deserve it … this is just punishment for us

· however, this man has done nothing wrong … He does not deserve to die

· then he asks Jesus to “remember me when you come into your kingdom”
What kinds of things led this man (and lead us) to repentance and conversion?
· realization and willingness to admit to one’s own sinful condition

· seeing the contrast of our own sinfulness against God’s holiness and requirements for our holiness

· God’s nearness and availability, even when we are in dire straits 
Note what Jesus promised
· the certainty of the promise

I assure you

· the time of the promise


Today
· the limit of the promise (singular)
you (who have believed)

· the Person of the promise


will be with me
· the place of the promise


in paradise – heaven, a definite place

3.3 Glory to God in the Present
Listen for some supernatural events, consider their significance.
Luke 23:44-47 (NIV)  It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, [45] for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. [46] Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit." When he had said this, he breathed his last.  [47] The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, "Surely this was a righteous man." 

What supernatural events do you see in this passage?
· darkness came over the whole land for 3 hours

· the sun stopped shining

· the curtain of the temple was torn in two

What statements, actions were made by the participants in this scene?

· Jesus cries out, “Father into your hands I commit my spirit”

· Jesus takes his last breath

· the centurion saw this … praised God

· centurion states, “Surely this was a righteous man”

What do you think  was the significance of the darkness?

· symbolic of the presence of all that sin placed upon Jesus

· symbolic of God the Father’s “turning His back” on Jesus

· certainly a sign that something supernatural was taking place

What about the veil in the temple being ripped in two … of what significance is this?

· was the curtain that closed off the “most holy place”
· was the place of God’s very presence 

· this area was only entered once a year for special ceremony of atonement

· God’s presence could only be entered by the priest to bring the offering of the shed lamb’s blood

· God caused the curtain to be opened … now anyone can enter God’s presence anytime
The centurion was probably a tough old army veteran.  What was there about this crucifixion that caused Him to declare, "Surely this was a righteous man."?

· the supernatural events (darkness)

· the attitude and statements of Jesus on the cross

· the whole collection of events leading up to this point

Consider the reality of what God has accomplished

· overcome the problem of sin in the world

· forgiveness of sins for all who receive Christ

( The lives of all who were involved were changed … our lives are changed

( This Truth is powerful … it continues to change lives as we faithfully communicate it 
4. Application
4.1 Consider that Jesus made a profound impact on the criminal and the centurion in only a short amount of time and with only a few words
· Jesus can do the same through us

· ask God to make you aware of opportunities to witness

· trust Him to use the few words you might share to plant a seed of salvation

4.2 Reflect on your own salvation experience

· when did the meaning of Christ’s death begin to make sense to you?

· consider how you might explain the crucifixion to an non-Christian friend and tell what it means to you

· people are open to conversations about religious topics during this season – ask God to lead you to someone who needs to understand the meaning of the crucifixion

4.3 We talked about explaining forgiveness to a child

· be sensitive during this Easter season to opportunities to do just that

· we have fun with Easter eggs and candy and baskets 

· we often acquire special new clothes

· make sure to give just as much (even more) emphasis with children on the availability of God’s forgiveness because of Jesus’ death on the cross 
Be sensitive to what may have happened within a family in your class – be careful not to bring up personal current events.
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