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Word Power Made Wise

1. Motivate

When have you written or been tempted to write a “letter to the editor”?
· in response to what someone else has written

· when local (or national) politicians are considering an important issue or have acted foolishly, wisely
· to give a public servant a word of thanks (fireman, policemen, etc.) when they have rendered aid

· to voice an opinion about a concern in your community (street repair, problems with crime, a need for more healthy activities for youth, a need to support/defeat a local bond issue
2. Transition

Both the written word the spoken word have power to affect people’s attitudes and actions
( Today we look at how we can use this power wisely
3. Bible Study

3.1 Choose Your Words Carefully
Listen for reasons not to speak.
Proverbs 17:27-28 (NIV) A man of knowledge uses words with restraint, and a man of understanding is even-tempered. [28] Even a fool is thought wise if he keeps silent, and discerning if he holds his tongue.
According to this passage what are the characteristics of the intelligent person?
· uses words with restraint, sparingly

· even tempered

· is of an excellent spirit

How might a foolish person be mistaken for being wise?

· keep silent

· hold his tongue

Consider Abraham Lincoln’s version of this passage, …

( Note the similarity between the wise man and the foolish man … they are both better off restraining what they say!

In what kinds of situations do people find it difficult to hold their tongue?
· when nervous

· when angry

· if they gossip communicate juicy  significant facts

· when tempted to give too much of your opinion

· when surrounded by those sharing unwholesome jokes or stories
Why is it so tempting to say what we think right when we think it?

· you want to impress others

· you want to say it before you forget what you were going to say

· you are impressed with your own cleverness

What are some practical ways to guard what you say, to avoid regretting our words?
· daily ask for God’s help

· quote/read to yourself a verse like this proverb on a daily basis

· count to 10 before you say anything

· go through a checklist … is it true?  is it necessary?  is it kind?

3.2  Respect the Power of Words
How can the meaning of the sentence, “You look nice today.” change if you emphasize different words in the sentence?

you 
( this is the only person who looks nice

look 
( you might not be nice, but you look pretty good

nice 
( you are stressing how good they look

today
( you didn’t look so great yesterday, but today is quite nice
The same four words can be both harmful and affirming – in a powerful way.
Listen to the verses for ways in which words are powerful.
Proverbs 18:20-21 (NIV) From the fruit of his mouth a man's stomach is filled; with the harvest from his lips he is satisfied. [21] The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit.
Look at the comparison between what we eat and what we say.  How do they both satisfy?
· your stomach is filled when you eat –it is a good feeling (unless you engage in “dietary indiscretion” – that is, pig out)
· your hunger is satisfied

· it is rewarding to realize you have said the right thing at the right time

Why is your stomach often not satisfied with junk food?
· it is often an excess of sugar which does not fully satisfy and even can result in bothering your stomach

· it might be something greasy that bothers your stomach

· it can leave a funny taste in your mouth

· it might stave off hunger temporarily, but does not ultimately satisfy the body’s needs

In a similar fashion, why are we not satisfied with negative speech?
· you regret what you have said

· you realize you have hurt someone or offended them

· you wish you could take back your words

· you get yourself in trouble by what you have said

Consider the phrase, “You are what you eat.”  In what ways do you “become what you say”?

· if you criticize, you become critical

· if you say nice things often, you develop the trait of kindness

· if you speak in anger repeatedly, you become an angry person
· if you practice complimenting people, you become complimentary

Recall the old saying, “Sticks and stones may break your bones, but words can never hurt you.”  How and why does this passage reject that saying?

· it says words have power of life and death

· that can be both figuratively and literally

· when someone is repeatedly told they are stupid, it undermines their attitude and ability to do well

· careful affirmation and encouragement helps people (especially children) do better

3.3 Use Good Words
Listen for the value of well timed correction.
Proverbs 25:11-12 (NIV) A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver. [12] Like an earring of gold or an ornament of fine gold is a wise man's rebuke to a listening ear.  

What characteristics of artwork make it valuable?

· who created it – and the authenticity of the work

· its beauty

· how rare it is

· its condition

Why would these also apply to words “aptly spoken” or “spoken at the right time”?

· one person’s communication can carry more weight than another’s
· something well said is appreciated and understood better

· too many compliments means they lose their impact, their value

· poor choice of words can cause confusion, good choice and accuracy of speech improves communication
What about a “listening” or “receptive ear” … how does that increase the worth of a “rebuke” or “wise correction”?

· someone who is not ready to hear good advice will reject it

· communication is a two way process – along with a sender of information, there must be a receptor

How do we acquire ears that listen and respond to correction?

· close walk with the Lord

· heeding the convicting/convincing work of God’s Holy Spirit

· regular reading and application of God’s Word

How do we help our children or grandchildren have receptive ears?

· be careful to listen to what they have to say

· when we listen to them, they catch on to how well two-way communication works

· avoid frequent yelling at them … speak calmly, with your “in door” voice

· here’s where the “aptly spoken” or “at the right time” is important – just like good verbal comedy, timing is important
3.4 Avoid Trash Talk

Listen for different kinds of “trash talk.”
Proverbs 18:20-21, 28 (NIV) Without wood a fire goes out; without gossip a quarrel dies down. [21] As charcoal to embers and as wood to fire, so is a quarrelsome man for kindling strife. [22] The words of a gossip are like choice morsels; they go down to a man's inmost parts. … [28] A lying tongue hates those it hurts, and a flattering mouth works ruin.  

In what ways is a fire mentioned in the passage like harmful words?
	Fire mentioned in the passage
	Harmful words 

	· no wood, fire goes out

· charcoal makes hot fire
	· no gossip, quarrel dies down

· quarreling makes for strife


What harmful things about fire would apply to harmful words?

· destructive

· you get burned

· it goes on and on as long as it has “fuel”

Besides gossip and quarreling, what other kinds of “trash talk” do you see here?
· lying

· hateful speech

· flattery

· ruinous speech

Like food in our stomachs, in what ways does gossip stick around in our minds?
· you think about that gossip when you see that person

· it affects our perception of the person (usually for bad)

· it makes you wonder about the person who told you – they might be spreading stories about you.

What are the motives of gossip and flattery?

· gossip will put another person down 

· makes both the gossiper and the listener look better in contrast

· flattery of someone lifts them up (so they think you are a good guy, someone with discernment)

How can you “put out fires” of gossip?

· don’t spread what you happen to know or happen to have found out

· when someone starts to tell you about someone else, tell them you are uncomfortable talking this way about people

· suggest changing the topic of conversation

4. Application
4.1 Ask God to show you how your relationships would improve if we refrained from speaking
· when tempted to say something hurtful, 

· inappropriate, 

· or untrue

· take the “wood” off the “fire” 

· don’t say everything out loud that goes through your head

( If this is a temptation to you, read Proverbs 17:27-28 each day – memorize it
4.2 Ask God to help you speak the right words at the right times
· words of encouragement

· words of thankfulness and appreciation

· kind words of correction

· words of affection within your family

4.3 Pray for the preaching of God’s Word – claim God’s promise that it will be powerful for bringing life
· share the gospel message yourself

· pray for your pastor and the teachers in your church that they might have the right words from God 

· pray for the gospel message as it goes out around the world
“It is better to keep your mouth shut and let them think you a fool than to open your mouth and remove all doubt.”
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