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Why Care?

1. Motivate

What kinds of things most easily move you to compassion?
· when you  see an inequity

· when you see suffering

· a needy child

· a homeless person

· a cute little puppy or kitty who needs to be adopted

· pictures of large scale tragedies where people are dazedly looking at the remains of their homes

· men: a car that needs fixing … a missed putt … a fish that got away !!!  ;-)

2. Transition

Today ( we are looking at God’s compassion and one man’s lack of compassion
- or at least his compassion for the wrong things
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3. Bible Study

3.1 God’s Love: Bigger Than Our Borders
Listen for attributes or characteristics of God that Jonah lists.

Jonah 4:1-3 (NIV)  But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry. [2] He prayed to the Lord, "O Lord, is this not what I said when I was still at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. [3] Now, O Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live." 

What attitudes do you see Jonah displaying?
· greatly displeased

· angry

· would rather die than live

What were the attributes or characteristics of God that Jonah lists?

· gracious and compassionate

· slow to anger

· abounding in love

· a God who relents from sending calamity

Why would these truths about God upset Jonah?

· Jonah wanted God to be angry at the city of Nineveh 
· he considered them a terrible people and wanted God to destroy them

· he had just been prophesying they would be destroyed and now he was to be proven wrong 
Why would Jonah have wanted God to destroy the Assyrians?

· they were fierce enemies of Israel 

· they were probably even more evil and sadistic than recent Iraqi regimes

· their religion included thousands of gods

· this was entirely against what the Israelites believed and stood for 

What kind of nations in our world do we see that we wish God would deal with as they deserve?

· countries who defy God

· countries with lots of corruption in their governments

· countries where innocent people are victimized

What kind of individuals around us might we also wish God would punish for their sins?

· ornery neighbors

· bosses or supervisors who mistreat us

· owners of businesses that sell pornography

· politicians who want to restrict Christianity

· media personnel with an anti-Christian bias

What are some feelings we might have when we see God’s love extended to our enemies or to those who hurt us?

· that’s not fair

· they don’t deserve God’s blessings

· in contrast to them, I deserve God’s special favor

· they should be punished, not blessed

Why would the people in Nineveh need to experience God’s mercy?

· they deserved God’s destruction

· God’s mercy would withhold the punishment they deserved

The truth is that all of us need to experience God’s mercy!!

· we are all sinners

· we all deserve God’s destruction

· it is only by the mercy of God that we continue to exist

( God wants us to respond with mercy towards others, even when treated unfairly or unkindly
3.2 God’s People: Confused Priorities
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Consider how we sometimes allow circumstances to control our attitudes …
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we are happy when good things happen

· we are angry or sad or depressed when bad things happen

· the result is an up and down emotional roller coaster

( We want to see how circumstances controlled Jonah’s attitudes.

Listen for two questions that God asked Jonah and for three things God appointed.
Jonah 4:4-9 (NIV) But the Lord replied, "Have you any right to be angry?" [5] Jonah went out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. [6] Then the Lord God provided a vine and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the vine. [7] But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which chewed the vine so that it withered. [8] When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah's head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, "It would be better for me to die than to live."  [9] But God said to Jonah, "Do you have a right to be angry about the vine?" "I do," he said. "I am angry enough to die." 


What two questions did God ask of Jonah?
· "Have you any right to be angry?"
· "Do you have a right to be angry about the vine?"
What three things did God appoint or provide … what did these things do?

· a vine to shade Jonah

· a worm to chew on and kill the vine

· a scorching east wind to cause Jonah discomfort

Label the graph (a sine curve) with the events and Jonah’s responses.
· he found a place to watch the fireworks as God destroyed Nineveh, he was probably excited with anticipation

· when it didn’t happen he was upset

· when the vine shaded him he was happy

· when the vine was gone and the wind came, he wanted to die

What do you think God was trying to teach Jonah through the vine that grew and died?

· help him see the folly of his perspective

· help him realize what is really important in life

What do you think was the basic source of Jonah’s disappointment and the up and down nature of his feelings?
· Biggest problem was his focus on his own reputation and (dis)comfort.

· He had little or no concern for needs of others

· His priorities were out of order 
What are some areas where we can get our priorities out of order?
· business or work ahead of family

· hobbies and fun activities ahead of God

· money is the most important thing in our life

· worries about health (or worries about anything) are the main focus of your life

· more focus on self than on needs of others or the needs of God’s Kingdom

( When we focus on the superficial and  ignore the eternal …

( Then we will be disappointed in our circumstances and situations

Consider How we can stay focused on Kingdom issues:
· rearrange our priorities

· Jesus first, Others second, Yourself last …. JOY
3.3 Lost World: Should I Not Care?
Listen for what God cared about and what Jonah cared about.
Jonah 4:10-11 (NIV)  But the Lord said, "You have been concerned about this vine, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. [11] But Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left, and many cattle as well. Should I not be concerned about that great city?" 

	What did Jonah care about?
	What was God concerned about?

	· the vine

· his own comfort
	· all the people in Nineveh

· even the animals … all part of God’s creation


Consider the last time your favorite sports team (high school, college, or professional) lost a big game … how did you react?
· anger

· put out

· disappointed

· saddened

How do this reaction and Jonah’s reaction compare … what do they have in common?

· the concern has to do with a temporary situation

· these are both one time events

· they may have momentary significance but
· they have little eternal significance

God rebuked Jonah for his attitude toward the people of Nineveh … why might God need to rebuke us for our attitude towards a specific group of people?
· we have little concern for their eternal souls

· we are more concerned about temporary events in our own lives

· like Jonah, we might just plain not like them … they bother us
· we might not think they deserve God’s mercy, grace, and love

· we refuse to think about the reality that neither do we!

· we don’t want to be bothered to do anything to help them … they are far away from us either geographically or culturally

How do you think God wants us to show mercy to others?

· forgive them like God forgave us

· be involved in bringing them to salvation

· pray for them … pray God’s blessings on them … pray for their salvation

4. Application
4.1 Consider what kinds of barriers hinder you from becoming passionately involved in reaching all nations, all peoples with the Gospel message?

· time

· attitude towards people who are different

· lack of concern

( Ask God to help you overcome these barriers

4.2 Go to these web sites and see what kind of real opportunities exist for your involvement … at any age … at whatever economic level you might be

· www.imb.org
· www.resources.imb.org
· www.pray.imb.org
· www.going.imb.org
4.3 There are more and more opportunities to be personally involved in missions by going on a short term missions trip.  
· ask someone  on your ministerial staff about that possibility for you

· if you cannot go, help with the finances to send someone in your church

· if you cannot give, pledge to faithfully pray for them as they prepare and go
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Note the map on page 6 for background info on Jonah’s travels
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We will look at Jonah’s responses in a moment.





You might have some print outs from these sites for distribution









5

