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What About Christ’s Return?

1. Motivate

What is one of the most memorable weddings or banquets you have attended?
· your own wedding, that of your kids or grandkids

· the wedding of an important person in your community

· a banquet celebrating a victory

· a banquet where you received a significant award

· a banquet where someone important was present or honored

2. Transition

Today we look at a happy banquet celebration in the Christian’s future.
· We should celebrate and rejoice about what Christ will do when He returns

· We can discover how the end impacts us right now and in the near future
3. Bible Study

3.1 Claimed!
Listen for what Jesus will do when He comes.
Rev. 19:6-9 (NIV) Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: "Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. [7] Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. [8] Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.) [9] Then the angel said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!' " And he added, "These are the true words of God." 
John describes the worship celebration at Christ’s second coming.  What did it sound like?
· a great multitude

· the roar of rushing waters

· loud peals of thunder

· shouting

What words of praise were declared?

· Hallelujah

· Lord God Almighty reigns

· rejoice and be glad

· give Him glory

What are ways we can declare praise to Jesus now?

· singing praise in a worship service

· choosing worship choruses and hymns of praise on our music devices (radio, iPod, etc.)

· testifying of God’s greatness to others around us

· quick to give credit and thanks to God for all He does for you
The reason for praise is the wedding of the Lamb.  What words and phrases describe the bride?

· she has made herself ready

· fine linen

· bright and clean

Why do you think wedding imagery used to describe the time when Christ will return?
· it is a time of union … we will be united with Christ forever

· it is a time of celebration

· it is exciting

· the uniting of the “couple” (Christ and the believers) is a happy event

In what ways ought we to act as people “engaged” to Christ?  How do we make ourselves ready?
· faithfulness to the Bridegroom
· honoring our Bridegroom in the here and now

· acts of loving service and ministry
· not pursuing other relationships (no idols in our lives)

What are some of the typical relationships of all the people in a wedding party and those in attendance?

· parents of bride, groom

· siblings of the bride and groom

· cousins, aunts, uncles

· good friends, roommates of the couple

· you should only attend if you have received an invitation

What might this suggest about the marriage feast of Revelation 19?

· those attending will be related to the Lord

· the only way to be invited is to belong to the family of God

· your name must be in the Book of Life

Waiting for such a happy day is not easy.  How do you feel when you have to wait a long time for something, especially when you are not sure when it will happen?

· impatient

· watching and waiting

· thinking about it often

· anticipation (often a good part of the enjoyment of the event)

What is the best way to wait for Jesus’ return?

· watching and waiting

· anticipation

· faithful service

· work as if it might not happen for a long time

· live as if it might happen today

3.2 Conquered!
Listen for what Jesus will do when He returns.
Rev. 19:11-16 (NIV)   I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war. [12] His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. [13] He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. [14] The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. [15] Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. [16] On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.
If you were going to draw a picture of Jesus as described here, what elements or symbols would be included in the picture?
· a white horse*

· eyes like blazing fire*

· many crowns on His head

· dressed in a robe dipped in blood

· followed by armies* also riding white horses, dressed in fine linen, white and clean

· a sharp sword coming out of his mouth*

· name written on His robe and thigh

How do we reconcile the God of love in John 3:16 and the “fury and wrath of God” in verse 15?  How can Jesus be both strong and kind?  Why are both important in a good leader?
· different personality traits of the same person

· different reactions for different situations

· some people need His kindness and concern, others need (deserve) His strong and decisive judgment

What names are given to Christ in this passage?

· Faithful and True

· Word of God



Note how these contrast with the 
· King of Kings and Lord of Lords

qualities of the Beast and False Prophet
· another name that no one knows

How should we respond to the significance and implications of these names?

· trust

· obedience

· submission, awe, fear, reverence
· praise and worship 
How can a Christian’s confidence in Christ’s return be demonstrated by his/her actions and attitudes?

· live in victory, depending on Him

· think often of His return

· trust Him for the strength to live today while joyously anticipating His coming
3.3 Crushed!
Listen for what happens to the beast when Christ returns to earth.
Rev. 19:19-21 (NIV)  Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to make war against the rider on the horse and his army. [20] But the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who had performed the miraculous signs on his behalf. With these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and worshiped his image. The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. [21] The rest of them were killed with the sword that came out of the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh. 

What specific events happen to the beast, the false prophet, and their followers?
· beast and false prophet captured

· thrown alive into fiery lake of burning sulfur

· their followers are killed with the sword from the mouth of the rider of the horse

· the birds feast on their flesh

Evil is completely destroyed.  How can this promise of evil’s complete destruction give you strength for today?
· being forever overcome by evil is not inevitable

· our daily battle against evil in our culture, our society has an end … Jesus is the victor

· Jesus has the power to defeat the influence of evil in our lives right now!

· God’s Spirit living within us can demonstrate God’s power over evil day by day
How would you finish the following statements?

Christ has given me victory in the past by …

· rescuing me from the penalty of sin

· rescuing me from the power of sin

· enabled me to overcome temptations

Christ will give me victory over temptations by …

· empowering me to resist the devil

· 1 Cor. 10:13 (NIV) …  God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. 

I will walk in this victory by …

· faithfully reading and heeding His Word

· talking to him daily

· declaring His praise

· thanking Him day by day

· telling others of what He has done for me
4. Application
4.1 Think of a way your family can celebrate the victories God has given us and victories God will give us
· Professions of faith by your children, grandchildren

· Other spiritual decisions made 

· Outreach or ministry trips

· Involvement in Christian service (music groups, helping in Sunday School, leadership demonstrated, etc.)

4.2 Christ’s victory and judgment are real and true.  Watch out for ways in which you might be being deceived by the false prophet
· Too much attention to our culture’s emphasis on materialism

· Excessive involvement or focus on typical entertainment today

· Overly interested in sports, business, and entertainment “heroes” of our day

4.3 It is easy to become focused on specific events and timing of the end times
· Ask God to help you be diligent in the present without losing sight of the hope of the resurrection

· Thank God often of His promised return, His ultimate victory over evil

· Pray for strength and the will to live in joy and victory each day until He does return

Which of these things indicate that Christ is a warrior?  Mark them with an asterisk*.
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