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What Is the Source of My Identity



1. Motivate

What cultural standards intimidate you?  What are some ways people might these questions?

I wish I were __________

· taller, shorter, thinner

· richer, smarter, 

· younger, older, 

If only I could achieve ____ I’d be satisfied.

· new job, promotion

· fame, fortune, success

· getting a new car, a new house, 

2. Transition


In God's view, what you achieve or own does NOT determine who you are

· you have a unique identity in Christ

· YOU are a person of worth because He says so!

Today we want to look at how we realize that day by day.

3. Bible Study

We learn of our identity in Christ when we fellowship with Him.  

As we read this passage, listen for who in the passage is thirsty.

Consider Psalm 42:1-2     As the deer pants for streams of water,  so my soul pants for you, O God.  [2] My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.  When can I go and meet with God?  

Who is thirsty here?  Thirsty for what?

· the deer 


for water

· the soul of the writer

for God, for the living God

What kinds of situations cause us to thirst for God?

· loneliness

· sickness

· financial need

· discouragement

· special time of revival

· “mountain top” experiences

How is that thirst satisfied?

· spending time with God

· reading what God says

· talking to God, telling Him about what “makes me thirsty”

Consider some of the things God says to us … which of these has benefited you in recent times?  How?

	When God reveals …
	I experience these benefits

	His hopes and will for me
	· direction

· encouragement

· peace

	His mighty deeds in days past
	· wisdom in my responsibilities

· His enabling 

· His power to change things

	His standard of holy behavior
	· conviction

· need for repentance, confession

· a challenge to change my life

	His great love
	· peace, joy

· assurance


Consider the time you spend talking to God … and how it reflects who you are in Christ.

The great prayer warrior, S. D. Gordon said, “The greatest thing anyone can do for God and man is pray.  It is not the only thing, but it is the chief thing.  The great people of the earth today are the people who pray.  I do not mean those who talk about prayer, nor those who say the believe in prayer, nor yet those who can explain about prayer; but I mean those people who take time to pray.”
Here are some guidelines for prayer:

1. Think of something for which you desire to thank God– do so.

2. Praise God for who He is – for aspects of His character.

3. Confess your sins, your failures – agree with God that these failures are sin.

4. Ask for what you need (petition), 
Pray for the needs of others (intercession)

Consider how time you spend with your family reflects who you are in Christ.

What kinds of things keep us from spending time with our families?

· business

· pressures of your work

· church activities

· pressures

· health problems

· distance

Listen for what God has to say about overcoming obstacles to family time.

Zech. 4:6 So he said to me, "This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: 'Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,' says the LORD Almighty.  

John 15:5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  

Philip. 4:13 I can do everything through him who gives me strength.  

What does God promise about overcoming obstacles?

· not my strength, but God's

· draw your strength from God

· When God gives you strength, you are an overcomer

Consider 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  

What does this have to say about our failures in our stewardship concerning reading and heading God's word, our prayer lives, our family times?

· our part is to confess

· God's part is to forgive – and he will!

· God declares His faithfulness to do so

· God will then purify us … both

· in our position before Him 

· and in our daily words, deeds, and attitudes

Let’s listen to how Larry Burkett and a small group discuss some of these concepts.

In the video, Larry states that he sometimes wonders whether a person has ever trusted Christ as Lord and Savior in the first place, if that person does not give to God and spend time in the Word.     Agree or Disagree??
	Agree
	Disagree

	· if they are really a believer, God will change their life

· they should be so thankful and thrilled to receive forgiveness that they want to know the Person that made it possible

· It agrees with James when he said that true faith will result in works
	· you don’t earn your salvation by giving and reading the Bible

· a believer can still be saved, yet be what the Scriptures call a carnal/worldly  man (it’s far from the ideal, but you’re still a Christian)

1 Cor. 3:1-3 Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly--mere infants in Christ.  [2] I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready.  [3] You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men?  




( Consider how much more fulfilling your life is when you have that daily walk and communication with the God of the universe … who wants to fellowship with you!!

In the video, Larry says we can ask ourselves, “Do I really trust God, or have I just been saying I trust God?”

What would be some indicators  that a person is just saying they trust in God?

· they still try to manage their own lives

· claiming the credit for their accomplishments

· they run around trying to fix things on their own

· they find themselves unable to handle life’s problems

· they are fooling themselves about how things are going in their lives

· living a life of disobedience

What are some indicators that they are really trusting God?

· peace in the midst of a non peaceful situation

· able to commit problems to God

· obeying God   (trust and obedience go together)

· able to thank and praise the Lord in good times and bad

· giving God the credit for successes

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Celebrate divine holiness and righteousness in character – as accomplished by God

Thank Him for

· ability to love our enemies and forgive those who have wronged us

· the fact that the sting of death has been thwarted – we know we will see our loved ones in heaven

· the meaning and purpose Jesus brings to our lives here on earth

4.2  Know that there will be days, weeks, or even seasons of life when it really difficult to feel the joy of belonging to Christ.

· In those times learn to depend on brothers and sisters in Christ

· Learn to reach out to others who are going through those seasons of life

· Seek out others who need your encouragement

4.3  Celebrations are meant to be shared.  In church today …

· sing with gusto

· pray with fervor

· listen to the proclamation of God's word with concentration

( Rejoice in your identity in Christ!
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