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United We Stand

1. Motivate

When you begin a new job or move to a new neighborhood, what are some specific things that would make you feel welcome?
· people come to introduce themselves

· you get invited to join people for a meal

· someone brings you a welcome gift such as cookies

· you are offered help in unpacking, setting up, or how to find things you need

· people offer advice about local places to shop, etc.

How do you know when you really belong … when you really feel like you’re part of what’s happening?

· when you have joined in with folks in doing things together

· when you are able to get together for informal gatherings and talk and laugh together

· when you have had opportunities to host and be hosted with different families
2. Transition

(  We want people to really belong to our church, to our Small Group Bible Fellowship.
· you might have seen this done poorly or done well

· today we look about “how to do church right”

3. Bible Study

3.1 United in Fellowship
Listen for some of the characteristics of the early church.
Acts 2:42-47 (NIV)  They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. [43] Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. [44] All the believers were together and had everything in common. [45] Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. [46] Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, [47] praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

According to this passage, what kinds of activities describe the early New Testament church?
· devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching

· they fellowshipped together

· they broke bread (had meals) together

· they prayed together

· it was an awesome time, many wonders and miracles were done by the apostles

· people pooled their resources for the needy

· there was lots of praising God

· unbelievers looked with favor on the church

· the church grew numerically

Why do you think it is important that a church be devoted both to God and to one another?
· Jesus reiterated the two greatest commandments

a. Love God with all of your being

b. Love your neighbor as yourself

· Jesus also said that people would know we belong to Him by our love for one another

· we are the Body of Christ … each member of the body ministers to the benefit of each other member

· Christ is the Head of the Body … we are guided by the Head

What are some specific ways in which a healthy church demonstrates true fellowship?

· get together socially

· care for one another

· minister to one another’s needs

· when someone has trouble, instead of bad mouthing them or making fun, we come to their aid

· prayer support of on another

· we laugh together, cry together, rejoice together, grieve together

Why would people (either churched or unchurched) be attracted to a church that exercises healthy fellowship?

· they get the “warm fuzzies” at that kind of place 

· support, friendship – that’s what people need

· the world declares friendship and fellowship, but it is with a selfish interest,  not with God’s kind of love – love that has the other person’s interests at heart

How could a church’s spirit of fellowship be instrumental in reaching unsaved friends and family?

· the fellowship which attracts them will bring them under the sound of the gospel

· Josh Hunt (who advocates dedicating Friday nights to small group get-togethers) claims that good fellowshipping can double a class (and a church) every few years

· a social get-together is not a threatening situation – an unsaved person would feel OK with coming

· also, it is not a threatening task to do the inviting of an unsaved friend

What can we do in our churches to experience the phenomenon described in this passage (they were filled with awe, miracles and wonders were experienced, there was lots of praising God)?
· preach God’s Truth faithfully

· pray for revival

· pray specifically for people’s salvation

· pray more for spiritual needs than for physical needs (in the light of eternity, which is more important?)

· be looking for God at work

· be careful to praise God for answers as much as we ask Him for things

3.2 United in Prayer
Listen for what the believers requested from God.
Acts 4:23-24 (NIV)   On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them. [24] When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. "Sovereign Lord," they said, "you made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in them.  … [29] Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. [30] Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus."  [31] After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 

First of all, how did they address God?
· Sovereign Lord

· you made heaven and earth and sea          note how this is a declaration of faith
· you made everything in them

Now what were their requests?

· consider the threats of these elders

· enable your servants to speak your words with great boldness
· stretch out your hands  to heal  (   (note not at the top of the list)
· perform miraculous signs and wonders

· work through the name/authority of Jesus, the Messiah

What happened after they prayed?  What was God’s response to their prayers?

· the place where they were meeting was shaken

· they were all filled with (controlled by) the God’s Holy spirit

· they spoke the word of God boldly

Consider the needs that exist within a body of believers …

· health needs (always)

· families on the verge of breaking apart

· people struggling with different kinds of addiction (substance abuse, pornography, gambling, eating disorders, etc.)

How can the Holy Spirit equip the Body of believers, the Church to meet some of these needs?

· God’s Spirit empowers health care workers, gives them wisdom

· God convicts people of their waywardness

· believers are filled with the Spirit, controlled by the spirit to say the right thing at the right time … to give wise council, to confront, to exhort, to encourage, to teach

· God gives someone the patience, perseverance, love to stand by and support someone going through a personal struggle

· God prompts believers to pray for one another when they really need it

Consider some of the needs that exist within our circle of acquaintances
( Let’s pray right now that God’s Spirit will empower us to minister to one another

3.3 United in Meeting Needs
Listen for how needs were met in the early days of the church.
Acts 4:32-35 (NIV)  All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. [33] With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. [34] There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales [35] and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need. 
What words or phrase describe the unity of the believers?
· they were one in heart in mind

According to this passage, how was this unity demonstrated?

· they did not claim their possessions as their own

· they shared everything they had

· there were no needy persons among them

· they gave of their resources for meeting needs of people in the fellowship

What kinds of things could we do to follow their example without changing our government or joining a commune?
· we teach the scriptural principle that our possessions are not our own, they belong to God … we are merely stewards

· we give of our resources through the church … allow the church to administer benevolence to those in need

· use benevolent ministries to be another outreach opportunity to share the gospel

a. consider the mission trips to help people still recovering from hurricanes along the gulf coast

b. missionary outreaches to tsunami and refugee victims

Why are we as a society so hesitant to go to others, especially our brothers and sisters in Christ when we have a need?

· don’t want to be a bother

· we don’t want to admit we cannot handle things on our own

· it will reflect badly on our poor judgment which got us into a fix

Note some of the issues that must be faced
· how did they (how do we) avoid contributing to irresponsibility or laziness?

· how do you inspect the real needs of people without being nosey, without invading someone’s privacy?

· how do you avoid givers who want to show off? (they were struck dead in the book of Acts)

( The important thing is that people were/are more important than material possessions.
4. Application
4.1 Ask God to help you evaluate your own contribution to the church’s unity in fellowship, prayer, and ministry

· what could you to make someone new feel more like they belong

· pray for God’s empowering of believers to minister to each need within the fellowship of our Body of believers
· join together to meet needs as you see them around you

4.2 Ask God to help you know and make one change that would improve your relationships with others in your church?
· make people more important than possessions

· volunteer to host a small group fellowship time – just to be together and enjoy each other’s company

· faithfully pray for one another

4.3 A lifestyle of generosity and meeting needs opens doors for witnessing

· we say we care for people

· put your money (and your time) where your mouth is

· generosity gives credibility to our testimony of a changed life
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