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Understand God’s Eternal Plan

1. Motivate

Why is having a plan important?
· if you fail to plan, then you are actually planning to fail

· you need direction for what you are doing

· if you have specific goals, then need to know the specific steps to follow to achieve the goal (following a recipe, using a blueprint, assembling a bicycle on Christmas eve, etc.)

· a plan helps you focus on getting the job done

· any task has subtasks that must be done in order … the plan spells out those subtasks and the sequence

Why are plans sometimes unsuccessful?

· not followed correctly

· poorly stated, poorly designed

· unexpected obstacles happen

2. Transition

Today we look at God’s plan … 

( We seek answers to questions about God’s guidance and control of history.
( His plan is good … He is following it … it is our choice to go along with it
3. Bible Study

3.1 God Chose a People
Listen for things mentioned in this passage that God has done for us.
Ephes. 1:1-6 (NIV) Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus: [2] Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  [3] Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. [4] For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love [5] he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will-- [6] to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 

What do you see in the passage that God has done for us?
· blessed us in heavenly realms

· given us every spiritual blessing in Christ

· chose us in him

· chose us to be holy and blameless in his sight

· predestined us in love

· adopted us as his sons and daughters through Jesus Christ

· freely given us his glorious grace (undeserved blessings)

Consider how God is making us holy and blameless?     (this is a short lecture portion)
	Holy in His sight
	Holy in our practices

	· Christ took our punishment, the judgment we were due

· we confess, repent of our sinful condition

· we receive His work of salvation by faith

· He imputes us with Christ’s holiness
	· God is present in our lives in the person of His Holy Spirit
· The Holy Spirit motivates us

· He enables us to live a life of holiness, lives out Spiritual fruit through us 

· He separates us from the world and separates us unto God

· He gifts us for service and ministry


Imagine that you have just received a genuine communication from the White House that the president had had his eye on the excellence of your job skills for some months now and was interested in asking you to help out with a specific task using those skills in the hurricane recovery.  

Ignoring your particular political leanings how would you feel?
· honored

· challenged

· maybe still disbelieving

· undeserving

Now consider what we read in the passage about that God chose you as a part of His plan before the foundations of the world.

What are ways you can respond to God when you begin to understand this reality?
· promise to serve Him faithfully

· declare your thanks to Him

· worship Him

· submit to His direction in your life (He knows best)

3.2 God Redeems Sinners
What are the advantages of choosing the best materials you can afford when following the plans to build a new house?
· quality materials last longer

· the quality is observable … shows you care

· the building will be stronger, more durable

Listen in this passage for the price that God paid for the “materials” of His plan.

Ephes. 1:7-12 (NIV)  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace [8] that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. [9] And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, [10] to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment--to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.  [11] In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, [12] in order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 

What are some words or phrases in the passage that tells you God was not stingy in purchasing you, His “materials?”
· His blood
· the riches of His grace

· lavished wisdom and understanding

· His good pleasure

Redemption has to do with paying a ransom … why was this needed?
· we were held captive by sin

· the result of that captivity would be spiritual death … eternal separation from God
· Jesus paid the ransom price with His blood 

· we are now set free from sin’s penalty and sin’s power

Look at our list of what God gave in purchasing us … how do they help us put into practice overcoming sin’s power in our lives?
· His blood was the payment for forgiveness of all our sins (past, present, future)

· His grace … our undeserved blessings … are given even when we fail

· God’s blessings to us do not depend on our own personal goodness (because we don’t have any!)

· He gives us wisdom to deal with troubling situations

· He does not sit back and just wait for us to stumble and fall and catch us in violation with a heavenly “AH HA!”

· It is His pleasure to help us to be victorious over sin

· His gifts of wisdom, grace, understanding help us to avoid or change sin patterns

How can all of this be “for the praise of His glory?”

· a holy, separate life brings gory to God

· we honor Him by lives of obedience, submission, service

· others will see the Fruit of the Spirit in our lives

· they will see Jesus … not just a well behaved human

· the very way we live our lives will praise Him, worship Him, declare His worth

3.3 God Secures Believers
What kind of warranty would you want from a home builder?
· guarantee of craftsmanship

· guarantee of materials

· the building will withstand normal use … not fall apart

· plumbing, wiring, heating/AC will work satisfactorily 

· foundation will not shift, sink

Listen for how God has given us a guarantee of our salvation.

Ephes. 1:13-14 (NIV)  And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, [14] who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory. 

What does God’s Holy Spirit guarantee?
· our spiritual inheritance

· our place with God in eternity

How is the Holy Spirit even better than a home warranty?

· He lives within us

· He will be with us through eternity … not some limited time on a calendar

· He has the power to take care of what He promises
· God’s promise is better than that of a human builder, God will never go back on His word

· He wants to uphold His promises

· He has no reluctance to provide additional grace, additional help and encouragement

· He comes into our lives in person,  does not send some “flunky” representative

What is the purpose of having a document with a notary seal?

· guarantees the genuineness of a signature

· speaks to the authenticity of the document

· makes it a legal document

How does being “marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit” enhance our salvation?

· the Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives shows that our salvation is the real thing
· demonstrates the authenticity of God’s working in your life

· His presence proves God’s “ownership”

· gives us the assurance of our salvation

Look at the concept of the Holy Spirit being the “deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption.”    Consider the typical percentage or amount required for a deposit or down payment … Maybe 10%
If (in human terms) the Holy Spirit represents a similar percentage, what do you picture as believers’ full inheritance in heaven?

· more wisdom

· more of the Fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
self control, gentleness)

· more of the gifts of the Spirit
4. Application
4.1 Think about how knowing God’s plan helps you live a holy life in an unholy world

· you know God’s provision for your holiness (both positionally before God and experientially in daily living)

· you realize God’s purpose and God’s provision to live a holy life
· you realize the responsibility to communicate God’s purposes to that unholy world

4.2 Remember that your actions can praise God for His plan

· submission and obedience are acts of praise

· a life separate from the world’s influence and control is an encouragement to fellow believers and a witness to a world out of control

4.3 What do you need to do differently to live for the praise of God’s glory this week?

· submit to the Holy Spirit’s guidance

· draw on God’s power to live a life pleasing to Him

· seek out what God wants you to know by reading His Word

· talk to God daily, telling Him of your love, your devotion, your dependence on Him to meet your needs

List these on a chalkboard for reference in discussion below





Ten times more!
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