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The Spirit Provides Wisdom



1. Motivate

What are some sources to which people go for information, for wisdom?
· encyclopedia

· internet

· ask a friend

· horoscopes

· news media

· Christian counselors

· fortune cookies

· Madam Helen, palm reader

· Madam Helen, crystal ball viewer

· Magic 8-ball

2. Transition

How do you think wisdom relates to knowledge and education?

· they are equated

· if you have lots of education, people often think you are wise

· if you know lots of facts, you are usually considered wise

However … you may know some people with high IQ's who are foolish in other ways

 Last week we looked at how the Holy Spirit empowers believers

( This week we consider how the Spirit guides believers to live as wise, mature Christians

3. Bible Study

3.1 Communicate the Good News
Listen for Paul's state of mind when he came to preach in Corinth.
1 Cor. 2:1-5 (NIV)   When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. [2] For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. [3] I came to you in weakness and fear, and with much trembling. [4] My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, [5] so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power. 

What are some descriptive phrases which describe how Paul approached his time in Corinth?
· not with eloquence

· not with superior wisdom

· in weakness and fear, with trembling

· not with wise persuasive words

· with demonstration of the Spirit's power

What reason does he give for the strategy of not being eloquent and persuasive?

· that their faith not rest on men's wisdom

· rather that their faith rest on God's power

What is the theme of Paul's message?

· Jesus Christ

· His crucifixion – His substitutionary death – His work of redemption

How might Paul's message and preaching be a demonstration of God's Spirit, God's power?
· Paul could have spoken directly to issues they struggled with, without knowing them extremely personally

· the simple Truth was applied to their hearts and lives convincingly by the Holy Spirit

· people respond in a remarkable fashion

· normally hard hearted people were moved to confession and repentance

· people's lives were changed … 

· grouchy people became joyful, 

· miserly people became generous,

It was obviously God at work! 

· liars spoke truth, 

· impatient people became patient … 

· the fruit of the spirit was manifested in lives

In what kinds of situations do we feel weak in serving the Lord?

· witnessing

· teaching

· leading a Bible study

· giving counsel or advice to someone seeking help (or someone who is not seeking but needs to hear it anyway)

· speaking words of sympathy to someone who has lost a loved one

· what to say when visiting someone in the hospital

· calling up people on your care list who are inactive members you don't even know what they look like

What advice in line with this scripture passage do you think Paul would give?

· I know how you feel

· actually fancy talk is not the answer

· the main thing is to share the simple Truth of the Gospel

· God's Spirit will do the convincing in their hearts and minds

· It is more important that God convince them than your eloquence, then they are trusting what God says, not what you say

3.2 Understand God's Wisdom
Listen for the contrast of two kinds of wisdom described in these verses.
1 Cor. 2:6-10 (NIV)   We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. [7] No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. [8] None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. [9] However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him"-- [10] but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 

Let’s contrast the two kinds of wisdom Paul speaks of.  What characteristics of each does he state.
	Wisdom of this age
	God's Wisdom

	· the only wisdom available for unbelievers 

· declared by rulers of this age

· coming to nothing

· resulted in crucifixion of Christ

· cannot know/understand God's wisdom

· we infer that it includes only secular knowledge

· may also include inaccurate ideas about spiritual issues
	· “secret” wisdom

· wisdom for mature believers

· has been hidden, kept a mystery

· God destined it for our glory

· it was established before time began

· it was prepared for those who love God

· God reveals His wisdom to us by His  Spirit


Consider the fact that nowhere in this passage do the words “education” or “heritage” appear in relation to God's wisdom.  

This is because …

· God's wisdom is not a matter of exposure to a collection of facts or collection of knowledge

· God's wisdom is not a collection of information to be passed down to succeeding generations

· God's wisdom has to do with knowing Christ as one’s personal Savior

( Spiritual Truth is known only to those who
· believe what God says and 
· receive it in faith

What is the resource believers have to help us understand God's wisdom?

· the Holy Spirit

What ways do we need to make use of this Resource?

· through reading God's Word

· through meditating on God's Word

· through talking to God, listening to God (when we read His Word)

· through applying the principles of Scripture to our lives

3.3 Exercise Godly Discernment
Listen for Paul’s definition of “the natural man”.
1 Cor. 2:11-16 (NIV)   For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. [12] We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. [13] This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. [14] The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. [15] The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any man's judgment: [16]    "For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him?"  But we have the mind of Christ. 

	Description of the “natural” man?
	Contrast the Spiritual Man

	· has the spirit of the world

· unable to know the thoughts of God

· speak in words taught by human man

· does not accept things from the Spirit of God

· things of God are considered foolishness
	· received God's Spirit

· Spirit helps understand what God has given us
· able to make proper judgments about all things

· “natural” judgments about spiritual issues don’t matter to him

· Spiritual man has the mind of Christ


What are some Christian beliefs that nonbelievers (including those of other faiths) have a hard time understanding?
· virgin birth of Christ

· miracles recorded in Scripture (treat them as myths)

· the “hoax” of the resurrection

· that the central event of our faith has to do with an act of capital punishment

According to this passage, how can we effectively explain these beliefs to nonbelievers?

· you can’t!

· that’s the point, without the Holy Spirit, these concepts are “foolishness”

· only when they receive Christ as Savior, does the Holy Spirit give understanding and acceptance to these Truths

What do you think it means to have “the mind of Christ?”
· God's Spirit brings thoughts into our mind that Christ wants us to know

· We are given the same mind set or attitude towards people and issues that Christ has (compassion for the lost, hatred of sin, etc.)

· God's Spirit helps us understand the Truths in God's Word

Think of a person in your life who was truly a “spiritual person.”  What were some characteristics of this person?

· knew the Scriptures, familiar with scriptural principles

· demonstrated, lived the fruit of the Spirit

· exercised Spiritual Gifts – active in ministering to others for the Lord

· sensitive to what God had to say as they met new situations

· obedient to God's Holy Spirit

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Communicating the Good News
· don’t worry about being eloquent when you have an opportunity to witness

· It is the task of the Holy Spirit to do the convincing

· It is the believer’s task to communicate the Gospel message

· If you are afraid because you are not a glib talker, that is not really an issue

· Be available to share your faith – consider Spring FAITH classes

4.2 Understanding God's Wisdom

· Don’t be overly impressed with the wisdom of the world as seen in the media and other secular sources

· Seek after, immerse yourself in God's Wisdom

· Allow God's Holy Spirit to speak to you through God's Word

· That won’t happen, by the way, unless you are reading God's Word regularly

4.3 Put God's Wisdom to Work!
· The spiritual man will demonstrate spiritual discernment

· Apply God's Truths to every area of your life

· Ask God to give you a sensitivity to the Holy Spirit in the decisions you make, in the reactions you have to life’s events.
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