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The Model

1. Motivate

What actions by another let you know you can trust them?
· they do what they say they will do

· they are consistent, reliable every time

· they look you in the eye as they speak (as opposed to being shifty eyed)

· they have a track record of acting the right way

· they back up their words with actions

2. Transition

Today we study how Jesus built up trust with someone by the way He acted.
(We learn how to build up trust with people to whom we can share the gospel
3. Bible Study

3.1 Initiate Contact
Listen for why the woman in the passage was surprised.
John 4:4-9 (NIV)  Now he had to go through Samaria. [5] So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. [6] Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. [7] When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?" [8] (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)  [9] The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 
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Which of these people would you find it hard to witness to?   Why?
· people who are different from you

· you can’t think of how to start a conversation

· they might not even be able to speak the same language

· they represent a threat to you

· you are afraid of them – let alone witness to them

What kind of barriers did Jesus break down in initiating a witness with this woman?

· cultural – the Jews and the Samaritans hated each other

· religious – Jews felt the Samaritans were no longer even close to orthodox

· gender – men did not talk to women in public

· educational – he was a rabbi, she was just a woman (with little or no learning)

· spiritual – she turns out to be living with a man and they are unmarried
( Note that we have lots of similar barriers which to overcome as we witness.

Jesus was from a culture hostile to that of the Samaritan woman He met at the well.  Why was his approach of asking for water such a good one?  
· it’s a common need, everyone gets thirsty

· He didn’t approach as a superior (a man, a Jew), He came with a simple need

· it got the lady curious, it caught her attention

· right away she wants to know why He is talking to her

· she is now willing to talk, it opens a channel of communication

This meeting could have been termed a “coincidence” – two people who just happened to meet near a well.  Jesus turned it into a divine appointment.  
How can we avoid missing these divine appointments?

· ask God to open your eyes to opportunities to share the gospel

· realize God is directing your steps, your encounters every day, all day

· be sensitive to God’s Spirit prompting you, opening your heart and mind to the needs of people you meet each day

· be ready to start a conversation on something practical or appropriate to the situation
For each of the people pictured previously, what might be a conversation opener to begin a channel of communication with them?

· what are you building here … what is your job

· I like those sunglasses, where did you get them

· How did your team do this year?

· Where’d you get that hat?

· Is that your motorcycle?

· You don’t seem to have a _____ accent.  Where are you from?  How did you happen to visit our little town?
3.2 Arouse Interest
Listen for how Jesus continues to gain the interest of the woman.
John 4:10, 13-15 (NIV)  Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water." … Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, [14] but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." [15] The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water." 

After his initial request for a drink of water, what additional references to water does Jesus make?
· if you really knew who I am, you would ask me for living water

· I could give you water that would keep you from ever getting thirsty

· actually you would end up being a source of this living water

How do you know that the woman misunderstood what Jesus was saying?  She may have even been sarcastic in her response.
· she asks for that special water

· she doesn’t want to get thirsty any more

· she doesn’t want to have to come to the well each day
( She is taking Jesus literally – at least at first.  

How can confusion about spiritual things open the door for more discussion?

· provides opportunity to clarify spiritual truths

· you gain a better understanding of what they don’t know

· helps you speak to the things they really don’t understand

Note Jesus’ use of water as a metaphor to teach about salvation.  He also used bread, light, and breath.  ( Jesus provides all that is needed to sustain (spiritual) life.

Think about some everyday objects – how might we use these to communicate a truth?

Car:

Jesus gets you to where you need to be

Garden:
Jesus provides life and growth and beauty in our lives

Road detour:
You need to change the direction in your life, you can’t get to heaven in the direction you’re going
Fishing rod:
Jesus wants to pull you into His family

Food:
You’re starving spiritually – you need some real spiritual nourishment

What other objects can your class think of?  What transitions would they provide?

3.3 Help Them See Their Need
Listen for a basic need of the woman.
John 4:16-18 (NIV)  He told her, "Go, call your husband and come back."  [17] "I have no husband," she replied.  Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband. [18] The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true." 

What do we learn about the woman in this passage?

· she has no husband (currently)

· she has had five failed marriages 

· she has a current live-in boy friend 

Why is it essential that this woman, and any of us, be confronted with the sin in our lives?

· that is our basic need

· a person must be aware of the sin in their lives

· they must be convicted (convinced) of the reality of the sin

· they must see it as sin

· they must agree with God that it is sin (this is confession)

Why would sharing your own testimony of how Jesus forgave your sins ease the transition into confronting sin?

· you are admitting to someone your own foibles

· it is a personal experience – someone else cannot deny your own experience

· it is real life … someone can identify with your feelings, your attitudes

· you are not standing in condemnation of them, you are saying you were in the “same boat”

3.4 Focus on the Essentials

Listen for one last effort made by the woman to change the subject.
John 4:24-26 (NIV)  God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth."     [25] The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us." [26] Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he." 

What were the woman’s expectation of the Messiah?

· He is coming

· when He comes, He will explain everything to us

· He would make issues of how and where to worship more plain

The woman tries to change the subject of her need to the concept of the Messiah.  In what ways do people try to change the subject when you witness to them?
· the church is full of hypocrites

· what about all the different denominations?

· isn’t the Bible just another collection of stories and myths?

· Christmas trees are a pagan practice, why do you have one?

· I’m not good enough to come to church

· how can you believe in creation, science knows things evolved

Note Jesus’ response to the sidetracking comment about Messiah … “I who speak to you am he”  Why is this statement the climax of the encounter?
· Jesus has gained her interest

· He has confronted her with her sinful condition

· now he presents the solution to her problem

Why is it important to continue to bring people’s focus back on Jesus rather than try to debate all the sidetrack issues?

· Jesus is who they need

· Jesus is the one who forgave their sins

· Jesus is the one who loves them

· these other issues are not the main thing

· keep the main thing the main thing … 
· Jesus love for them is the main thing
4. Application
4.1 Jesus is still offering the living water of eternal life today
· the Samaritan woman’s response was one of acceptance not rejection

· people today are thirsting for the living water

· we should take initiative to offer them eternal life

4.2 When you talk to people, listen to what they have to say
· answer their questions

· deal briefly with their excuses

· return their focus to Jesus … who He is, what He has done for them

4.3 Pray for specific people in your circle of acquaintances who are not believers
· pray for opportunities to share with them 
· pray that you will be aware “divine appointments” which God provides to share with others

· pray for God’s wisdom in using Jesus’ model for sharing the gospel

Fill in the blank with your locality





This may be one of the hardest parts of witnessing … the Holy Spirit must do the convincing.
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