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The Best Is Yet to Be

1. Motivate

In glancing at the headlines in the newspaper you see the title, “The Best Is Yet to Be.”  Before you look at the text of the article, guess what it might be about.
· the stock market coming back

· a local sports team is improving

· fishing looks good this season

· Tiger Woods is only getting better

· the fall TV season could only get better 

· the weather is getting nicer 

· the Christmas shopping season looks good for business this year

· the troops are coming home from Iraq and Afghanistan

2. Transition

Actually what we’re looking at getting better is … what the Bible says awaits all Christians
( It’s definitely going to be better than anything we’ve experienced!

3. Bible Study

3.1 Transformation
Listen for a description of heavenly citizenship.
Philip. 3:20-21 (NIV) But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, [21] who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 

What characteristics of heavenly citizenship do you see in the passage?

· our Savior is from there

· Jesus has the power to transform everything there to be under His control

· in heaven we will no longer have lowly, earthly bodies

· Christ will transform our bodies

· He will make them to be like His glorified body (received after His resurrection)

What do we know about Jesus’ resurrected body (from the Gospels)?

· He was recognizable – although sometimes they didn’t realize it was Him
· He ate food

· Thomas was invited to view (and touch) the marks of the nails and sword

· He could pass through walls, closed doors

· He apparently could be transported to different locations

· No physical limitations on where He could go, what He could do

· Paul described His resurrected body as “glorious”

What does this tell you about your own resurrected body?

· similar characteristics

· we will be recognizable

· apparently we will eat

· we probably won’t be limited by time and space (will we live outside of the dimension of time?)

· we will be immortal, not subject to death

· we will not be from susceptible to illness, evil influences, suffering, disability

If Christians are citizens of heaven why do you think we should be involved at all in the things of this earth (politics, public education, community activities)?

· for now we are also citizens of earth

· we are to be salt and light

· we are to live in the world but not of the world

· we are to minister to a needy world … drawing them to Christ

Someone might suggest that for now we are citizens of this world and “when in Rome, do as the Romans” and go with the flow of what happens in the world.  We can be citizens of heaven later on when the time comes … how might you answer this claim?
· We are told repeatedly to be separate from the world, sanctified
· again, we are to live in the world but not of the world

· when the world is rebelling against God, defying his commandments and principles of living, we cannot just go along

· God’s Holy Spirit will guide us in a different direction than where the world is going
What does this passage say about the power of Jesus Christ?
· everything under his control, 

· will transform our lowly bodies 

· they will be like his glorious body. 

( If he has the power to do this for our bodies (when we die or when He returns), consider the power He has to transform us spiritually right now

3.2 Glorious Freedom
Listen for what it is that creation is waiting for.
Romans 8:18-25 (NIV)   I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. [19] The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. [20] For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope [21] that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.   [22] We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. [23] Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. [24] For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? [25] But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 

What do you remember about how Paul was personally acquainted with suffering?
· shipwrecked 2 or 3 times

· was beaten and left for dead

· was snubbed originally by some of the church leaders in Jerusalem

· stricken blind during his conversion experience

· bitten by a poisonous snake during one of the shipwrecks

· had to escape over the wall from one city

· was falsely accused by Jewish leaders (this is what forced him to Rome)

According to this passage, how did he compare this kind of life suffering with believers’ future glory?

· present sufferings are not worth comparing
· what God has in store for us is so much greater that we won’t even be concerned about past problems

Why does it help to know that suffering will end?

· you can focus on that fact

· if you know something bad is happening, but will eventually end, you think, “I can hang on until then”

· if you don’t see and end to the suffering, all you can do is focus on how miserable you are … how much it hurts

Why doesn’t it help to tell this to those who suffer?

· their reaction is “Easy for you to say”

· for the moment, they probably don’t see the end

· it trivializes how bad they feel

What can we do if simplistic answers like this don’t help?
· find ways to help – simple things like helping with yard work, running errands, calling families, covering for responsibilities

· let them know that you care – that God cares

· sometimes just being with them is encouragement

· listen more than talk

· pray lots!
3.3 Victorious Resurrection
Listen for more the mystery Paul is talking about.
1 Cor. 15:50-57 (NIV)      I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. [51] Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed-- [52] in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. [53] For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. [54] When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory." …  [57] But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

What does Paul have to say about the mystery?
· has to do with events at Christ’s return

· we don’t sleep (soul sleep some people talk about)

· at Christ’s return we will be changed

· it will happen instantaneously

· God will change our mortal bodies to immortal, incorruptible bodies

· Death will be defeated!

Why do you think Paul referred to this as a mystery?

· death is something no one (except Christ) has been to and returned to tell us about

· people have been wondering about life after death forever

· even with the descriptions and promises, we still feel a little unsure about the details

( God spoke through Paul and others to give us assurance of His intentions for us

What difference does it make that death has been defeated by Christ?  How to these concepts take away the sting of death?
· I don’t need to fear death
· death for the believer is not eternal separation from God … it is stepping into an existence of eternal union with God

· death is not cessation of existence 

· we are absent from the body and present with the Lord

Why does death still hurt a little (maybe more than a little)?

· for the person dying, there may well be physical pain

· for the folks left behind, there is the grief of separation

· we miss that loved one often over some period of time

· it can mean financial hardship when the breadwinner is missing or medical bills are left behind

How should Christ’s resurrection and the hope of your own bodily transformation affect your priorities?
· my actions and activities have eternal consequences

· what I do affects both myself and others even beyond the grave

· things that I do can affect other people for either good or bad  even after I am gone

· a person’s response to Christ’s offer of salvation now affects his/her eternal destiny

· my priorities should take into consideration less temporal and material issues
· spiritual issues should become more important to me

· Consider the words of the song, “With eternity’s values in view, may I do each day’s work for Jesus, with eternity’s values in view.”
4. Application
4.1 Think about some things you anticipate with excitement …

· Christmas

· a visit from friends or family

· a special family outing

· the birth of a new baby

( We can face our future glorification the same way … looking forward with excited anticipation 

· it will be both an end and a beginning (like graduation, commencement)

( Make a list of things that you could do to prepare yourself for the arrival of that end/beginning

4.2 We have studied regeneration, justification, sanctification and now glorification

· as a devotional exercise list something you appreciate about each of these elements

4.3 Meditate on ways that future glorification enhances present habits and values

· what do you do differently now

· what do you enjoy more now because of future glorification

· what could you be doing now to better prepare for eternity with Jesus?
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