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Sharing Christ with All People

1. Motivate

If you could have been born and raised in another culture, in which one would you like to have been raised? Why?
· South Pacific – great weather, scenery

· Italian – great food

· Anywhere on Mediterranean coast – great lifestyle

· Any culture with more money!!

· some culture with less stress

· a culture where less emphasis was placed on material things

· a sports culture – travel with the teams (ball teams, racing teams, etc.) 

2. Transition

We might wish for a different culture … but often we are “ethnocentric” – the belief that my race or ethnic group is 
· the most important and/or 
· that some or all aspects of its culture are superior to those of other groups.
Today ( we look at stepping outside of our ethnocentric comfort zone with the Gospel
3. Bible Study

3.1 Overcome Barriers
Listen for what Peter had to overcome to visit the home of Cornelius.
Acts 10:24-29 (NIV)  The following day he arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends. [25] As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell at his feet in reverence. [26] But Peter made him get up. "Stand up," he said, "I am only a man myself."  [27] Talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of people. [28] He said to them: "You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with a Gentile or visit him. But God has shown me that I should not call any man impure or unclean. [29] So when I was sent for, I came without raising any objection. May I ask why you sent for me?" 

What shows that Cornelius was glad to see Peter?
· was expecting Peter and his friends

· he had gathered his friends and relatives together in expectation

· met him and fell at his feet in reverence

Why do you think Cornelius acted this way?
· he believed Peter was important

· he was looking forward to what Peter could tell them, bring them

· he was in awe of Peter who had a special message from God

· he had been told in a vision by an angel that Peter would tell them what they wanted to know

Why was it unusual for Peter, a Jewish man to visit Cornelius, a Roman centurion?
· Jews were to remain separate from Gentiles

· it was a religious issue for the Jews

· this was one way they stayed holy, separate

· they were supposed to have as little contact as possible, and certainly not go into their home 

What kinds of ethnic or socio-economic groups would someone from your church struggle with or feel awkward about going into their home for a Bible Study?

· a person who was an extreme political liberal/conservative

· a family from the other side of town

· an extremely rich/poor home

· a group whose first language was not the same as your own

· someone who had an extremely charismatic/mainstream church affiliation

· very old/young people

· people who associated with a foreign religion

What are some specific things that make you uncomfortable when you encounter someone who is really different from you in ways we listed above?

· they talk “funny” or struggle with their English

· they dress differently

· they have a different set of customs and you don’t know how to react

· they can even have a different odor about them (their cooking, their personal hygiene)

· you are sure they disagree with you about personal values and beliefs

Peter had a vision (with two instant replays) that convinced him it was OK to go and minister to this non Jewish family.  What kinds of things do you think it might take us to be convinced to go to one of the groups we’ve listed above?

· a significant dream

· a pointed sermon or Bible study 

· meeting someone from such a group that helped you out at work or when you needed help on the road

· alternatively, God brought you in contact with such a person and you were able to help them
· personal Bible study of a passage that seemed to jump out and grab you

· a new neighbor moved in next door and you became friends, despite their difference

What are some common interests or conversation topics you could use as an icebreaker with someone who is different – especially someone with a foreign background?
· the weather

· ask about their children, grandchildren

· ask them to describe where they are from

· ask them about their culture … how it is different, how it is the same

· ask about how they are adjusting to where they live now

3.2 Speak God’s Message
Listen for the central focus of Peter’s sermon.
Acts 10:34-36 (NIV)  Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism [35] but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right. [36] You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. …[43] He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. [43] All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 

Let’s list the topics or points of Peter’s sermon.
· God does not show favoritism

· God accepts men from all nations … 

· the requirement is fear/reverence of God and do the right thing (by seeking Jesus)
· that Truth is the Good News of peace (with God) through Jesus Christ

· this is Good News for all people
· Jesus will be the judge of all people

· this Good News is that forgiveness is available to all who believe

Even when our words say “everyone is welcome,” how do our actions sometimes exclude people who are different?

· we don’t go out of our way to approach and greet a visitor who is different

· they don’t get invited to social events (they might feel uncomfortable)

· their kids might not get welcomed into youth activities 

· we make unkind ethnic jokes that get overheard 

How did Peter make his sermon relevant to the group to which he was speaking?
· he already mentioned the significance of coming to a Gentile home, even though he was a Jew

· he continues to make the point that God was making it clear that the Gospel message is not just for the Jews
· the Gospel message was for people different from his culture … even a Roman soldier

How can we make our testimony relevant to people who are different from us?

· note concerns we have in common (family, jobs, health)

· share your struggles in these areas

· share how God worked in these situations

· invite them to special religious celebrations (Christmas or Easter musicals, etc.)

· they are honored to be included in some thing special that it is important to you
· invite them into your home for refreshments, a meal … fellowship builds important bridges

3.3 Accept All Who Receive Christ
Listen for evidence that these Gentiles were indeed believers.
Acts 10:44-48 (NIV)  While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. [45] The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. [46] For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.  Then Peter said, [47] "Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have." [48] So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days. 

How did Peter’s sermon get interrupted?
· the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message

· the gift of the Holy Spirit was “poured out” on even these Gentiles

· the Jews that had come with Peter heard them speaking in tongues and praising God
Why is it important that we not prescribe how God should act?   What blessings do we miss when we insist on getting our way instead of accepting His way?

· God knows better than we do

· God can accomplish something far more significant than we could

· it is not our task to do things our way

· this is God’s Kingdom … He is the one in charge

Note the similarities of these events with what happened in Acts 2 (on the Day of Pentecost)
· speaking in tongues

· observable phenomenon that something special had happened to these people

How did Peter show his approval of what happened?

· suggested that these folks could/should be baptized

· this would testify to everyone their change, their conversion

· he noted that they had received God’s Holy Spirit, just like the disciples and the other Jewish believers

· indeed, they were baptized in the name of Jesus

· Peter stayed with them – he didn’t just preach and scoot

( Note the obedience to Jesus’ Great Commission … 

· preach the Gospel, 

· baptize, 

· make disciples

Think how this story might have ended if Peter had refused to listen to God’s direction

· the spread of the Gospel to the Gentiles would have been delayed

· Peter would not have gotten in on the excitement of seeing God at work in this way

· some would argue that Cornelius and family would not have heard the Gospel at all

· others would feel that God would have found someone else and Peter would have been the loser

4. Application
4.1 Christ died for everyone … what barriers do you need to overcome to be involved in taking the Gospel message to people different from you?

· get to know that neighbor or co-worker who is different

· learn about what God is doing in ministries to foreign cultures – overseas and right here in our neighborhoods

· become involved in a cross-cultural ministry

4.2 Become involved in neighborhood outreach ministries –  

· FAITH teams 
· VBS outreach to unchurched kids

· backyard Bible clubs (Child Evangelism Fellowship, etc.)
4.3 Helen Keller said, “It is wonderful how much time good people spend fighting the devil.  If they would only expend the same amount of energy loving their fellow men, the devil would die in his own tracks of ennui [boredom].”

· think of how much emotional energy you expend on things that are wrong in our society

· consider allowing God to give you the same passion for reaching others for Jesus

· ask God to help you see people through the lenses of His love and compassion – no matter what their background
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