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Salvation Begins a Life of Obedience



1. Motivate

	What are some symbols of freedom in our society, in our culture?

· U.S. flag

· American Eagle

· voting booth

· Liberty Bell

· Statue of Liberty

· the original copy of the constitution

· national anthem
	Why do we enjoy these?

· they remind us of the freedoms we have

· they symbolize intangibles 

· they inspire patriotism



	What are some symbols of bondage?

· credit cards

· handcuffs

· jails

· slave cottages
	How is disobedience reflected in the symbols of bondage?

· if you disobey, you are in jail, bondage

· people who put others in bondage are disobeying God's principles


2. Transition

Today we want to look how 

· Christ sets us free from the bondage of sin
· we can be committed to live in obedience to God

· We will be no longer sin’s slaves, but bond-servants to Christ

3. Bible Study

3.1 Call to Obedience

Paul has told us that believers have been saved from sin.  Listen for why he warned them about letting sin rule over them.

Romans 6:12-14 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.  [13] Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.  [14] For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.  

How does this passage say that sin rules over the believer?

· you obey its evil desires

· you offer the parts of your body to sin

· they become instruments of wickedness

What is the believer supposed to do instead of this

· offer yourselves to God

· offer the parts of your body to Him

· they become instruments of righteousness

· this way sin does not become your master

What does the word “offer” mean here?

· an offering

· we place these things at God's disposal

· we give up control of them, allow God to control them

· we make them available for God to use for His glory

Let’s make a list of things we can offer God.

· our skills, our talents

· our time

· our resources

· our minds, our intellects

· our emotions

What actions and attitudes will demonstrate to people around me that I have committed myself in obedience to God?

· priorities are towards God

· how I spend my money

· how I spend my time

· where I go, the entertainment I choose

· integrity in business

3.2 Principle of Obedience

Listen for two moral choices mentioned in this passage.

Romans 6:15-16 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!  [16] Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey--whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness?  

What are some of the other translations of the phrase the NIV uses “by no means!”?

· God forbid

· Certainly not

· May it never be

· Of course not

· Absolutely not

Note what Paul was emphasizing so strongly negative … the concept that we could sin since we are under grace, not under law.  Note the similar concept in Romans 6:1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?  

If we are honest, we probably have to admit to sometime having thought, “There is grace, God will forgive what I’m about to do.”   What is wrong with this kind of thinking?

· if we choose to act in sin, we end up being a slave to sin

· part of Christ’s work on the cross is to save us from the power of sin, from slavery to sin

· God calls us to holy living

· we are saved not only from the penalty of sin, but from the power of sin (and eventually, the presence of sin)

What are some kinds of things that try to enslave us?

· physical appetites (food, tobacco, alcohol, sensuality)

· power, influence

· desire for material things

· anger, bitterness

( Paul says we are free from these enslaving influences

· We can choose our master

· By an act of your will, you are empowered to choose who will be your master

Listen to part of the lyrics of a song by Bob Dylan,  “You Gotta Serve Somebody”

You may be a preacher with your spiritual pride, 
You may be a city councilman taking bribes on the side, 
You may be workin' in a barbershop, you may know how to cut hair, 
You may be somebody's mistress, may be somebody's heir 
But you're gonna have to serve somebody, yes indeed 
You're gonna have to serve somebody, 
Well, it may be the devil or it may be the Lord 
But you're gonna have to serve somebody. 
 

Why do you have to serve somebody?

· it is our psychological nature

· every person has something/someone that drives and motivates

( Paul says we must choose to let Christ be that one that we serve!

3.3 Statement on Obedience

Listen for the choice a believer must make in relation to sin and righteousness.

Romans 6:17-19 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted.  [18] You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.  [19] I put this in human terms because you are weak in your natural selves. Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness.  

	What choices does a believer have in relation to sin and righteousness?
	What are the results?

	· offer parts of body to slavery to impurity
	· leads to ever increasing wickedness

	· offer parts of body in slavery to righteousness
	· leads to holiness


How can freedom exist within slavery?

· free from one influence

· submitted to another influence or power – you choose your master
· free to live a life that glorifies God, instead of satisfying self

What steps do you need to make to be more wholeheartedly obedient to God

· learn what God expects

· learn of what God wants to do in your life

· learn of God's power at work in your life

· communicate with God – in both directions – reading, studying what He says, talking to Him

· daily tell God you choose to submit to His control of your life

· Ask Him to rule, to empower you to live free from sin, freely able to serve Him

3.4 Results of Obedience

Listen for contrasts between sin and righteousness in this passage.

Romans 6:20-23 When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness.  [21] What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death!  [22] But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life.  [23] For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Contrasts:

	Sin
	Righteousness

	· when slaves to sin, free from control of righteousness

· did things you were ashamed of

· result in death

· wages paid/earned is death
	· set free from sin

· slaves to God

· benefits lead to holiness

· results in eternal life

· a gift of God


How does sin cause death in our lives (even though we are still physically alive)?

· death is separation – separation can be of many different types

· acts of sin cause us to be separated, out of fellowship with God

· some sinful activities contribute to physical disabilities that could lead to an earlier physical death

· anyone who continually sins, willfully disobeys, hurts not only their relationship with God but often harms relationships with family members 

· emotional separation

· death of relationships

Consider some key words in this passage:

6:3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?
· My old sinful nature placed upon Jesus died on the cross, 

6:11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

· I believe what God says about it, I count on it – He says that old sinful nature is dead and I am a new creation

6:13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.

· I surrender daily to the direction and ownership of my life by Jesus – through the person of the Holy Spirit living within me

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Ask God to demonstrate through your life, through the way you live that you have committed yourself in obedience to God

· the things you say

· the way you treat people

· your life of service

4.2 Make a determined effort every day to live as a slave to God

· Remember that doing this frees you from slavery to sin

· Remember also, that it is a moment by moment choice to make Jesus your master

4.3 What situation will you face this week which will require you to live and demonstrate a life of obedience to God

· dealing with a sinful habit

· an opportunity to witness

· establishing a godly habit

4.4 Consider James 1:20-22 for man's anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires.  [21] Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.  [22] Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.  

4.5 Pray for one another to grow in commitment to live every day in obedience to, in slavery to Jesus Christ

Words and Music by Bob Dylan �1979 Special Rider Music
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