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Responding to God’s Holiness

1. Motivate

If you were a powerful executive and could design your own office, what would your office be like?
· big computer screen

· big desk

· lots of space

· big window with beautiful view

· large, HD TV on wall with changeable pictures

· fire place

· large leather sofa for informal meetings

· good supply of Cokes, Dr. Peppers, chocolate chip cookies, etc.

2. Transition

Where we work and administrate projects an image of who we are (or wish others to think we are) … we want people to be impressed with our power and authority.
( Today we look at how Isaiah was impressed about who God was, based on an image he saw of God in the temple.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Realize God’s Holiness
Listen for descriptive phrases about God that Isaiah describes
Isaiah 6:1-3 (NIV)  In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. [2] Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. [3] And they were calling to one another:   "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory."

What are some descriptive phrases about God and His throne room in this passage?
· seated on a throne

· high and exalted throne

· very large train on his robe

· seraphs attended God, declared His holiness

What do we learn about the importance of God from these details?

· the large train implies importance, the larger the train, the greater the expense

· great expense implies importance, power …importance and power imply authority

· big throne implies power and authority similarly

· attending seraphs/servants imply authority

· especially when they continuously declare God’s attributes

Notice that this event occurred right after the death of an important national leader … King Uzziah had died after a very positive 52 year reign.

( Why would it be important to know in this situation that a holy and completely unique and righteous God was present?

· they would want to realize that a stabilizing power and influence was still there

· they would feel a loss at the death of a ruler … they need to know that God was still in charge

· they needed reassurance that the country would not cease to exist because of what we today would describe as a “power vacuum”

· Uzziah did have some obedience issues … they needed to be impressed with just how holy God was and what He required, expected of His people

What are some times in our lives where we need special reassurance of God’s presence and holiness?

· in times of national tragedy

· in times of personal tragedy

· when we lose a leader (at work, at church, in civil leadership)
· after natural disasters

· when we see evil around us

· when we fail God miserably

· when someone fails us miserably

3.2 Confess Your Sinfulness
What are the physical results of the seraph’s spoken message?
Isaiah 6:4-7 (NIV)  At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.   [5] "Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty."   [6] Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. [7] With it he touched my mouth and said, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for." 

What happened when the seraphs spoke?
· doorposts and thresholds shook

· temple filled with smoke

What do you think was the significance of the smoke?

· visible (almost tangible)  manifestation of the spiritual presence of God

· implied that God was everywhere

· His Spirit fills the temple

How does Isaiah see himself, once he has been exposed to God’s glory?  Why does he say “Woe is me”?
· Isaiah realizes by contrast his own sinfulness
· says he is ruined

· realizes he has unclean lips (just like everyone around me)

· he is in fear of his life for having seen God’s holiness, God’s glory … offending God

What are some of the sins that would lead someone to a feeling of “unclean lips”?

· lying

· putting others down, unkind statements

· foul language

· verbal abuse of others

· making jokes at the expense of the feeling of others

When faced with our own sinfulness, why would we rather make contrasts to people rather than to God, as happened to Isaiah

· we can always find someone who is worse than us

· we might be not so good, but we’re certainly better than that guy

( The point is that we are not judged against what other people are like, we are judged by what God is like, what God requires!

Why is confession of sin an appropriate response when we enter God’s presence?

· we are sinful

· we must agree with God that what we have done, what we are is sinful

· not to agree, is by implication calling God a liar

What should follow confession?

· repentance

· receiving, by faith, God’s forgiveness

We have God’s promises  1 John 1:9 (NLT)  But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us and to cleanse us from every wrong. 

Forgiveness involves God taking away our guilt and sin!

3.3 Determine to Serve God
Listen for God’s question and Isaiah’s answer.
Isaiah 6:8-13 (NIV)  Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?"  And I said, "Here am I. Send me!"  [9] He said, "Go and tell this people: " 'Be ever hearing, but never understanding; be ever seeing, but never perceiving.'     [10] Make the heart of this people calloused; make their ears dull  and close their eyes.    Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts,    and turn and be healed."[11] Then I said, "For how long, O Lord?" And he answered: "Until the cities lie ruined   and without inhabitant, until the houses are left deserted and the fields ruined and ravaged, [12] until the Lord has sent everyone far away        and the land is utterly forsaken. [13] And though a tenth remains in the land,  it will again be laid waste. But as the terebinth and oak leave stumps when they are cut down, so the holy seed will be the stump in the land."

To what request did Isaiah respond positively?
· whom shall we send

· who will go for us

What was he supposed to do when he went?  What strange commands is he given?

· preach to the people

· tell them to hear but not understand

· tell them to see but not perceive

· make their hearts fat, make their ears heavy

· shut their eyes

If this were a command to a modern day pastor or missionary, what would be the equivalent?

· you must preach

· your preaching will result in rebellion of the hearers

· they will totally reject the message

· and that is what is supposed to happen!

Why would this be a discouraging command

· you are preprogrammed to “fail”

· you know everyone is going to reject you
· the more you preach, the more they will turn against the message

Notice Isaiah’s question … “How long do I do this?”   And what did God say?

· until the cities are ruined and deserted

· until houses and fields are destroyed

· until the people are deported and the land is forsaken 

Why do you think God told him all this up front?

· wanted Isaiah to know what he was getting into

· didn’t want to sugar coat the task facing Isaiah

· wanted to see if Isaiah was willing to serve Him despite the difficulty of the task
What does it say about Isaiah that he was willing to accept this task, despite what he faced?

· he was determined to serve God

· once he had seen God’s holiness, God’s glory, he could do no other

· submission and service to God was more important to him than the praise and popularity from men
Consider the difficult tasks that  God call us to 

· witnessing to a neighbor or a relative or co-worker

· patience with our family (aging parents, rambunctious toddlers, surly teens)

· volunteering for FAITH

· teaching a Small Group Bible Fellowship

( We need to respond positively just like Isaiah did … "Here am I. Send me!"  

4. Application
4.1 Pray together as a family

· ask God for a growing sense of His presence in your lives

· as you read God’s Word together, listen for glimpses into God’s power, God’s authority, God’s love

4.2 As you become aware of God’s holiness … God’s “other-ness”

· God will show you the contrast between Him and your own sinfulness

· Respond in confession, repentance

· Receive His forgiveness

4.3 Respond in obedience to His call upon your life

· in whatever leadership role you play (in the home, on the job, in the church) 

· determine to serve God faithfully

· renew your commitment each day … tell God  "Here am I. Send me!"  
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