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Receiving the Holy Spirit



1. Motivate

What are some different ways that people decide what to do when they have a decision to make?

· research

· guess

· evaluate alternatives, rank them from worst to best

· flip a coin

· ask for advice

· check with your spouse

· pray about it

· seek professional counsel

If we are smart we soon realize that we need outside help.

2. Transition

Today ( we will look at the importance of the Holy Spirit’s role and ministry in the life of the believer

The help we need is God's power at work in our lives, in the person of the Holy Spirit

3. Bible Study

3.1 An Abiding Presence

Listen for terms that Jesus uses to identify  or describe the Holy Spirit.

John 14:16-17 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever--  [17] the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.  

What words or terms did Jesus use to describe the Holy Spirit?

· Counselor

· Comforter

· Spirit of Truth

Note the first two terms (from different translations of the Scriptures) … “Counselor” and “Comforter” … How are these compatible? How could they be the translation of the same word from the Greek?

· someone who advises you

· especially in times of trouble or where you have a problem

· spiritual counsel and encouragement

· original meaning is “someone called along side as an advocate”

Note the use of the adjective “another” Comforter … why did Jesus say “another”?

· Jesus had been with them some three years

· He was their counselor, guide, teacher, encourager

· Now he was physically leaving them

· They needed someone else to be with them in the same way that He had been with them – another comforter

According to the passage, why does the world not  know the Spirit – why do they have difficulty in understanding His existence?

· They have not received Christ as their personal Savior

· They are in a state of unbelief

· Only believers are indwelt by the Holy Spirit

· With belief/trust in God comes a spiritual perspective which can be made aware of the Spirit’s presence

( Not unlike the fact that AM and FM radio waves are all around us – only when the proper receiver and amplifier are present can we become aware of their presence and what they are communicating.

	Why do believers have difficulty depending on the Holy Spirit?
	What needs to happen to overcome these difficulties?

	· ignorance … some of us just don’t know – Paul wrote in Romans 6, “Know ye not …?”

· Lack of faith – the difference between knowing a fact and receiving and applying the Truth to our own lives

· Excessive dependence on our own skills, our own resources


	· read, study, apply the Truth about the Holy Spirit’s presence and ministry in our lives

· Tell God your struggle, confess it, ask Him to increase your faith, Mark 9:24 "I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!"  

· Realize, confess the inadequacy of your own strength – receive the enabling power of the Holy Spirit


Note how this parallels our salvation experience – we can do nothing about our sin, Jesus substitutionary death provides our forgiveness – we must confess, repent, receive it in faith.

3.2 A Witness About Christ

Listen for the identity of the witnesses who testify about Jesus.

John 15:26-27 "When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.  [27] And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.  

Who are the witnesses who testify about Jesus?

· the  Counselor, the Holy Spirit

· The Spirit of Truth

· the disciples (and by implication – believers today!)

What are ways in which the Holy Spirit testifies/witnesses about Christ

· He is the Spirit of Truth  (the Spirit of the Truth, much more than someone who hands out “truisms” 

· He reveals the Truth

· He gives enlightenment and understanding concerning Scriptures we read and hear

· He empowers believers to communicate the Truth of the Gospel message

In what ways does the Holy Spirit enable us to be witnesses?

· boldness

· brings verses to our minds as we communicate

· gives us help as we prepare

· gives us compassion/empathy for the lost

· prompts us to speak up to someone who is ready to hear

· sets up “divine appointments”

Note:  Some groups tend to over-emphasize the person of the Spirit and focus on

· specific gifts (such as speaking in tongues)

· a specific experience with the Spirit (being “slain”) 

The ministry of the Holy Spirit is 

· to make Jesus known 

· to communicate the Truth about Jesus

· to empower and enable believers to live lives of righteousness, separated unto God

3.3 A Convicting Messenger

Listen for the additional ways in which the Holy Spirit helps bring people to salvation in Christ.

John 16:5-11 "Now I am going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks me, 'Where are you going?'  [6] Because I have said these things, you are filled with grief.  [7] But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.  [8] When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment:  [9] in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me;  [10] in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer;  [11] and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.  


What did Christ’s going away have to do with the coming of the Holy Spirit?

· Jesus had limited Himself physically to the dimensions of time and space

· He could only be in one place at a time

· When God the Son left the world (left time and space) and returned to Heaven, then God, in the person of the Holy Spirit would come and live within the lives of believers

· The Holy Spirit (because He is Spirit) would not be limited to time and space

· God can be present in the lives of all believers everywhere at the same time

In what additional ways does the Holy Spirit bring people to a point of confession, repentance, and faith in Christ?  Start with the specific three elements of conviction.

· convict/convince the unbeliever of sin – specifically the sin of unbelief

· convince the unbeliever of the possibility of righteousness, the current state of unrighteousness

· convince the unbeliever of the certainty of judgment along with Satan and the reality of Satan’s defeat

· use the Truth of Scripture to urge the unbeliever to come to Christ

· give new life to the repentant who comes in faith

· provide the believer with the assurance of salvation

3.4 A Teacher of Truth 

Listen for Jesus descriptions of the functions, tasks, or job of the Holy Spirit.

John 16:12-15 "I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear.  [13] But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.  [14] He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you.  [15] All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.  

What tasks are given to God's Holy Spirit?

· guide you to all truth

· not speak on His own

· speaks only what He hears

· tell you what is yet to come

· bring glory to Jesus

· making Jesus known to you

Note that some folks want to blame the Holy Spirit for their actions or justify actions by claiming the Holy Spirit directed them.  How would you respond if someone told you he had a message from God … the Holy Spirit told them to …

	“God told me to …”
	Your Response

	· Rid the church of a certain staff member
	· depends on what has been happening

· need to pray LOTS

· maybe better to pray and let God do the firing

	· Seek revenge on a fellow Christian to teach him a lesson
	· no way

· revenge is not our job, God takes care of things

	· Take on a position in the church because no one else would
	· the fact that no one will take the job is not sufficient reason

· but certainly God may be telling them to be involved in service

	· Quit the choir to participate in community musicals
	· probably not

· is it God talking to them or just their own desires

	· Join a spiritual awareness group experimenting on contacting angels
	· no way

· this is in direct contradiction to scripture

	· Date a non-Christian in order to witness to him
	· 99% probably not

· again, this is her heart talking, not God's Holy Spirit


Why do you think Jesus referred to the Holy Spirit as “the Spirit of the Truth”?

· the Holy Spirit’s task is to reveal reality to all men

· communicating conviction to unbelievers

· communicating the reality of Jesus to believers

· God doesn’t snow us with “propaganda” or only what He wants us to know so we will think the way He wants us to think

· God's method of communication today is that His Word communicates the facts and His Holy Spirit convinces us of the reality of those facts

· In addition, the Holy Spirit empowers, enables believers to communicate Truth to others

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Be daily in God's Word so the Holy Spirit can be illuminating it to your mind

4.2 As you witness for the Lord, learn to depend on the enabling power and boldness of the Holy Spirit

- Trust in His convicting/convincing work in the heart and mind of the listener

4.3 Be receptive to the Truth the Holy Spirit reveals to you


- know that it will always be in line with Scripture
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