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Reach Beyond Ethnic Barriers

1. Motivate

What if we made a rule in our class that you could only talk with people of the same hair color?  We would have signs up to help people of the same hair color to gather.   Why would such a rule be hard to implement?
· I want to talk with other people besides those with same hair color as me

· Do I have to now admit my true hair color?  (Remember the song, “Black is the color of my love’s true hair”? – made famous by the Smothers Brothers)
· I don’t have any hair … who do I talk to?  where do I sit?

· Who made this dumb rule, anyway?

· If I dyed my hair, could I sit in a different section and talk to those people?

2. Transition

An arbitrary rule like this causes us to think about similar barriers … racial, social, and economic barriers that sometimes separate us from one another.
( Today we want to look at what Jesus had to say about reaching out to people different from us.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Love People Unconditionally
Listen for a clue as to why Jesus was asked a question about eternal life.
Luke 10:25-28 (NIV)  On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?"     [26] "What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?"   [27] He answered: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'" [28] "You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live." 
Actually, this question is arguably the most important question any person can ask.  Give your opinion why you think the lawyer was or was not sincere in asking it.

	Sincere
	Not Sincere

	· the subject of the question shows it is sincere

· he was focused on the most important issue of life
	· it says he asked it to test Jesus

· he already knew a proper answer (as a student of the Law)


If it was not a sincere question, but a test … what kind of test do you think this was?
· did Jesus really know what He was talking about

· would Jesus’ answer agree with the lawyer’s opinion

· could the lawyer find some detail of the law to trip up Jesus
Note that Jesus responds with a question of His own (a good teaching technique).  What answer did the lawyer give about the requirements of the law?

· Love the Lord with all your heart, soul, strength, mind

· love your neighbor as yourself

What is involved in loving God with all your heart, soul, strength, mind

· emotions

· intellect

· total focus

· God is the very center of every element of your life

What does it mean to “love your neighbor as yourself”?

· our natural tendency is to put oneself in first place

· we are quick to watch out for our own interests

· comes naturally (note tendency of a 2 yr old, “MINE”)

· God calls us to act counter to that natural tendency and act the same way towards others … looking out for their interests … as we do for ourselves

What conditions do we sometimes put on giving love to one another?

· I will love you if you will love me

· I will only be nice to you if you do what I want

· I’ll be mean to you if you don’t treat me nice, if you don’t love me
3.2 Overcome Self-Centeredness
Listen for evidence of different ethnic groups interacting here.
Luke 10:29-32 (NIV)  But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"  [30] In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. [31] A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. [32] So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 

Note that the lawyer wanted to justify himself and asked another question.   Why do you think he wanted to justify himself?
· not always easy to love your neighbor

· neighbors are not always loveable

· just how far down the street, around the corner, across the city, etc. does the term “neighbor” extend

· there must be some folks that the term “neighbor” does not apply – thus no need to love them

What were some reasons that the priest and the Levite might have had for not stopping to help the injured man?

· he’s already too far gone to help

· I might be ceremonially unclean if I touch a dead person

· this might be a trap … the robbers might be just waiting for me to stop
· I can’t afford to get involved

What natural inclinations make it easier for you to act like the priest and the Levite?

· same reasons … cannot afford the time or the resources involved

· they got themselves into the problem, they can get themselves out

· they need to learn to stand on their own two feet

· they deserve the plight they are in … it’s God’s judgment!

· I’m already too busy with kids, family, school, job, church … someone else will help them

· those people are just too different from us … we cannot relate to them, they probably won’t understand or appreciate our help

How do we overcome barriers like these?
· confess your lack of love and concern for others in need
· Ask God to work in our lives to give us His love for them

· get to know the people, then you realize their true needs

· when they become your friends, you are more willing to help them

· pray for them … often God uses you to be the instrument of answering your own prayers

3.3 Reach Beyond Barriers
Listen for how this story answers the second question voiced by the Lawyer.
Luke 10:33-37 (NIV)  But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. [34] He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. [35] The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.' [36] "Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" [37] The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise." 

What all did the traveling Samaritan do for the injured man?
· bandaged his wounds

· put medicine on them (oil and wine)

· transported the man to an inn

· took care of the man there personally

· paid for additional days of stay in the inn

Why did the Samaritan do this?

· had pity on the injured man

· concerned for a person in need

· acted as a neighbor … saw the injured man as a neighbor in need

What barriers did the Samaritan overcome to demonstrate compassion to the injured man?

· racial (Samaritans and Jews pretty much hated each other)

· safety issue – still existed possibility of robbers lurking about

· financial – cost him something to help the man
· health – the man might be diseased

· reputation – friends and family might not understand

What does it cost us to show compassion to people in need around us?
· finances

· time

· physical energy

· emotional energy

What are some present day ethnic/ideological groups that are experiencing the same type of tension as the Jews and Samaritans of Jesus’ day?

· Black and white

· white and Hispanic

· redneck and Asian

· western and Moslem

· Israeli and Arab

· liberals and conservatives

· middle America and those inside the beltway of DC

· conservative America and the entertainment industry

· protestants and Catholics

· right to life and pro-abortionists

Consider that the basic cause of these tensions is the subject of our lesson …

( lack of the commitment to the two greatest commandments

· Love the Lord with all your heart, mind, soul

· Love your neighbor as your self
What groups within our community are experiencing tensions and perhaps even problems between themselves and others?

· different racial groups

· groups of differing economic status

· different sides of town (the “other side of the tracks”)

What can we do as individual Christians or as a church to help remove the barriers that prevent God’s love and message of compassion from reaching all people?

· pray for people in need

· ask God to give you compassion that you do not have within yourself

· become involved in outreach ministries, 

· become a volunteer (rescue missions, Habitat for Humanity efforts, etc.)

· be a “reading buddy” in local grade schools – many little children need someone to show personal interest 

· look into a “Big Brother” or “Big Sister” mentoring program

· establish a specific ministry for folks who come to your church for a financial or basic need handout – something that does more than just give them $20 for food or gas
4. Application
4.1 As a family, discuss the meaning of “loving your neighbor as yourself”

· talk about how much we work to do good things for ourselves

· think of people around us who need our love, people who are hurting

· pray together that God will show you how you can love them “as yourself”

4.2 Who are some people in your community with whom you are hesitant to share Christ’s love

· where do they live

· how do they act

which causes you be hesitant

· what do they believe

· again … pray that God will empower you to actually show love for them

4.3 Ask God to help you overcome barriers that keep you from reaching out with God’s love … 
· we mentioned finances, time, effort …

· believe God to multiply your resources as you use them for His Kingdom
· become a “good Samaritan” … someone who gives of himself/herself to reach out to people different from yourself
Share some background as to why the animosity
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