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Put Christ First

1. Motivate

You are walking through your house on your way to do an errand or household chore.  What kinds of things do you see along the way that could sidetrack you?

· the TV to watch

· clutter to be picked up

· a dusty surface to be cleaned

· a magazine or book to be read

· the grandfather clock to be rewound

· the phone … you promised to call someone

· the mail to be opened 

· outgoing mail to be taken out to the mailbox

· a bill to pay

2. Transition

In our Bible study today we see Jesus talking to people who were being sidetracked from following Him …
( We look at putting Christ first in our lives.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Christ Above Personal Comfort
Listen for what might seem to be a curious response by Jesus.
Luke 9:57-58 (NIV)  As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go." [58] Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head." 

For what kinds of reasons might the man volunteered to follow Jesus “wherever you go”?
· saw that Jesus was popular

· saw the miracles Jesus was doing

· Jesus definitely had a charisma that drew people to him

· he wanted to learn from Jesus’ deep teaching

· he saw the authority that Jesus demonstrated

What words and phrases did Jesus use to try to discourage the man?

· foxes have holes

· birds have nests

· the Son of Man (Jesus) really has no place to call home

What is he basically saying to the man?

· are you sure?

· this is no picnic

· you should think carefully about your commitment

Why do you think Jesus so abrupt in His response?  Why might Jesus query someone in a similar manner today
· he wanted the man to realize the gravity of the decision

· he wanted him to know that there was more to being His follower than just being along for the ride to see the miracles

· some people commit to following and serving Jesus but don’t realize the “cost” or the level of commitment required

· Following Jesus is serious business, not to be entered into lightly

· enthusiasm alone does not take you through the hard work and opposition that you can face

How might this be like “sticker shock” when you go shopping for an automobile?

· very attractive to look at

· a joy to drive or ride in

· then reality sets in when you see the actual cost (including insurance and the cost of gasoline)

( When the salesman realizes you cannot actually afford a certain model, he might 

· discourage you from buying your first choice

· steer you to something he knows you can afford in order to still make the sale.

Is it possible Jesus was using this sort of tactic ??
What kind of personal comforts are important to our lives in our culture today?

· a nice car

· a pleasant home

· an attractive yard

· enjoyable hobbies and free time

· home entertainment, movies

· major vacation expenses

· social gatherings

How can these things hold us back from following Jesus more completely?

· we know we may have to give them up completely or curtail them drastically

· the time and energy required to serve the Lord take away from hobby and relaxation time

· friends may not understand if we were to no longer join them for sports or social outings

Which of these things (or something else) would be the hardest to sacrifice to follow Christ?

3.2 Christ Above Family Loyalty
Listen for two uses of the word “first.”   Listen for the significance of the use of this word in this passage.
Luke 9:59-62 (NIV)  He said to another man, "Follow me." But the man replied, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father."  [60] Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God."  [61] Still another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my family."  [62] Jesus replied, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God."  … 14:25-26   Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: [26] "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters--yes, even his own life--he cannot be my disciple. 

What did the men want to do “first” before following Jesus?
· go and bury his father

· go say goodbye to family

How did Jesus respond to the first man?

( "Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God."
What about the second man … how did Jesus respond?

( "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God."
Why did Jesus encourage the these men to place such little value on family responsibilities?  According to Jewish custom, providing an honorable burial for one’s father was very important … why do you think Jesus rejected the men’s reasons?

· the father  may still have been living … it would be a while until the man died

· Jesus’ reference to being “dead” may have had to do with spiritual life and death

· Jesus is emphasizing the importance of having one’s priorities correct

· it is an issue of what is really the most important thing in one’s life

· whatever you do for the Lord should take top priority … God will provide properly for the other priorities and responsibilities

What people or situations in our lives sometimes conflict with our loyalties to God?

· children

· jobs

· spouses

· demanding relatives

· ambitions – to gain wealth, fame, popularity

· expectations of parents

Note the seemingly strange statement about “hating” one’s family … what do you think Jesus mean by this?

· we are to love Christ so much that in contrast we appear to “hate” our family

· a scientist might talk about our love for Christ being “several orders of magnitude” greater than our love and devotion for our family

· this is like contrasting the distance from Earth to Mars with the distance from our sun to the nearest other solar system … the first distance is large, the second is immensely larger

( Family responsibilities are important … 

( loving and serving Jesus are immensely more so
3.3 Christ Above Any Cost
Why do people sometimes end up at a store’s cashier and discover they don’t have enough money?
· they over estimated how much cash they had

· they under estimated the cost of their purchase

Listen for what Jesus says about estimating the cost of discipleship.

Luke 14:27-33 (NIV)    And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.  [28] "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? [29] For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, [30] saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.'   [31] "Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? [32] If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. [33] In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple. 

What should a person consider before starting a construction project or beginning a military campaign?   
· do we have enough money

· can we afford the materials and the labor

· do we have enough of an advantage to win the campaign

How do these two parables relate to true discipleship?  If our salvation is free, why must we “count the cost?”
· you must seriously consider the “cost” or the implications of making Jesus lord of your life

· Our salvation is free, but our response to Christ will result in a change of lifestyle

· we must be willing to allow God to make those changes in our lives

What kinds of things might a believer in an non-Christian culture be required to give up?

· family relationships

· friendships

· other people may boycott your business

· you might be kicked out of town

· your family may be threatened 

Why is it “worth the price” to follow Jesus … whether in a pagan culture or in our culture?

· an inner peace and joy that one’s culture cannot give

· God’s presence in our lives

· eternal union with God … eternal life

4. Application
4.1 Put things in order

· list your top five priorities for the week

· note some of the things that can take you away from your priorities

· ask God for the wisdom and determination to keep to the important issues of life

4.2 Let God’s Kingdom Agenda be your agenda
· each morning this week ask God to help you put Him above everything and everyone else

· ask Him to show you what His agenda is … for you
4.3 Consider carrying a penny around in your pocket this week

· make it a daily reminder

· let it remind you to count the cost of following Christ

· let it remind you to pray for believers in foreign lands that have counted the cost and are facing much opposition as the follow Jesus

Closing prayer:  

Dear God, help us to focus on putting you first… today and all this week.  Help us to hear you and to obey the things you tell us.  Protect us from putting our own agendas ahead of yours and from allowing other things to distract us from doing your work … Amen.
All of these are more or less OK things to be doing.  They may or may not be more important than your original task.





Be careful not to get side tracked into a dialog about current U.S. foreign policy.


That’s another discussion altogether!
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