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Opposing False Beliefs



1. Motivate

America has often been called a "giant melting pot" – immigrants from many cultures settle here, are assimilated into the international mix called America.    What kinds of cultural elements do they bring with them?
· food

· clothes

· language

· worship, religion

· work ethic

What different religious influences do they bring?

· Hinduism

· Buddhism

· Islam

· Shinto (Japanese)

· Judaism

· Occult, spiritism

· humanism

· cults

2. Transition

Consider also the other deities of the modern world …

· money

· success

· possessions

· addictions

All of these are false beliefs which we are called, as believers, to oppose.
 Today we will look at Gideon who opposed false beliefs in his day.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Guard Against False Beliefs
Listen for someone who is a minister of God, but is not named.

Judges 6:1 (NIV)   Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and for seven years he gave them into the hands of the Midianites. … [7] When the Israelites cried to the Lord because of Midian, [8] he sent them a prophet, who said, "This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. [9] I snatched you from the power of Egypt and from the hand of all your oppressors. I drove them from before you and gave you their land. [10] I said to you, 'I am the Lord your God; do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you live.' But you have not listened to me." 

Who was the unnamed minister here?  ( the prophet sent with God's message
What repeated behavior mentioned here characterized the Israelite period of the Judges?
· they would disobey, rebel against God, worship idols

· God would allow them to be abused by some neighboring nation

· the people would cry out to God and repent

· God would send a leader (judge) to rally them and lead them against the marauding nation

· there would be peace for a period of time … then the process would repeat
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What was the message of the prophet?

· I brought you out of Egypt

· I rescued you from slavery

· I delivered you from all who opposed you

· I drove you opposition out before you
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I told you not to fear the gods of the Amorites

· you did not obey me


What kind of false beliefs did they practice in Gideon's day?
· worship of Baal

· Asherah poles or groves

What kind of false beliefs are evident in North America today?

· doesn't matter what you believe, just be sincere

· God is loving, will not really send people to hell

· if you are good enough, God will let you in heaven

· there are many roads to God, many names – all are OK

· man is the god of his own destiny … you can be/do anything you set your mind to

· whatever I choose to believe for me, is OK, is right for me – don't try to force me to believe what you do

· "Pluralism" theory which claims that reality consists of a multiplicity of distinct, fundamental entities. ...  logical pluralism, the view that there is no One True Logic but rather, there are Many True Logics.
How do these beliefs impact our culture

· confusion on spiritual issues

· totally missing the Truth

· rejection of any kind of absolute Truth

· push for tolerance, acceptance of everything

· intolerance for claims of absolute Truth

What are some ways in which Christians in our pluralistic society can stand up for what they believe?
· if people believe in a variety of "true logics" then they are often willing to listen to yours

· share your faith as your own personal understanding and belief of Truth

· Don't be afraid to share your faith. Nobody can take your own story away from you.
3.2 Replace Fear with Faith
Listen for evidences of fear and/or lack of faith on Gideon's part.
Judges 6:12-14 (NIV)   When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, "The Lord is with you, mighty warrior." [13] "But sir," Gideon replied, "if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our fathers told us about when they said, 'Did not the Lord bring us up out of Egypt?' But now the Lord has abandoned us and put us into the hand of Midian." [14] The Lord turned to him and said, "Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian's hand. Am I not sending you?" 
What words or phrases in the passage show lack of faith by Gideon?
· if God is with us, why has this happened

· where are the wonders our fathers told us about

· now God has abandoned us, put us into hands of Midianites

What do you think the angel meant when he called Gideon "mighty warrior?"

· you could be a mighty warrior

· you will be a mighty warrior

· you should be a mighty warrior

How would you feel if God addressed you as "mighty warrior?"

· humbled
· disbelief

· scared … don't know if I want to be a mighty warrior

The angel ignored Gideon's questions … What did the angel instead tell Gideon?

· God is with you

· Go in the strength you have

· save Israel out of Midian's hand

· I am with you

What was Gideon's major asset for being God's deliverer of Israel?

· go in the strength you have

· God promised to be with Gideon

· going in God's strength and presence would be the deciding factor

What resources are available for us for taking a stand against false beliefs and today's false Gods?

· God's Word – read it, heed it, apply it in your own life

· declare God's Word … Hebrews 4:12 (NIV)   For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 

· God's Holy Spirit within us

· the convicting/convincing power of God's Spirit at work in lives of others

· prayers of fellow believers

How can we replace fear with faith?
· claim God's promises

· appropriate God's strength

· believe what God says

· know that God's Word is Truth – you can depend on it

3.3 Reject Idolatry and Live in Loyalty to God
Listen for  God's instructions for Gideon.
Judges 6:25-32 (NIV)   That same night the Lord said to him, "Take the second bull from your father's herd, the one seven years old. Tear down your father's altar to Baal and cut down the Asherah pole beside it. [26] Then build a proper kind of altar to the Lord your God on the top of this height. Using the wood of the Asherah pole that you cut down, offer the second bull as a burnt offering." [27] So Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the Lord told him. But because he was afraid of his family and the men of the town, he did it at night rather than in the daytime. [28] In the morning when the men of the town got up, there was Baal's altar, demolished, with the Asherah pole beside it cut down and the second bull sacrificed on the newly built altar! [29] They asked each other, "Who did this?" When they carefully investigated, they were told, "Gideon son of Joash did it." [30] The men of the town demanded of Joash, "Bring out your son. He must die, because he has broken down Baal's altar and cut down the Asherah pole beside it." [31] But Joash replied to the hostile crowd around him, "Are you going to plead Baal's cause? Are you trying to save him? Whoever fights for him shall be put to death by morning! If Baal really is a god, he can defend himself when someone breaks down his altar." [32] So that day they called Gideon "Jerub-Baal," saying, "Let Baal contend with him," because he broke down Baal's altar. 

What specific action was Gideon supposed to take to show opposition to false gods?
· use a bull to pull down the Baal altar and Asherah pole

· use the wood of the pole to offer another bull as a burnt offering to Jehovah

Why would it be significant or important to build an altar to Jehovah on the former site of the pagan worship?

· demonstrates superiority of Jehovah

· demonstrates disdain for the pagan deity

· symbolizes victory of Jehovah over defeated pagan deity

Why would it be hard for Gideon to fulfill this assignment?

· fear (he did it at night)

· family involvement – might have expected opposition, not support from family

· community pressure

· maybe he just wasn't a brave person … after all he was threshing wheat in hiding
( Despite all of that, Gideon courageously

· rejected idolatry 

· did it in a visible way

· stood firm for Jehovah

Apparently, Gideon's family sponsored or at least allowed pagan worship on their property … why then do you think Gideon's idol-worshiping father stood up for him against public opinion?

· naturally protective of his son

· maybe God had been working in his heart also

· might have been fed up with worthless pagan deities

· he realized that the deities had not retaliated … they were fakes

How can we rid our homes or our lives of "gods" that prevent us from being obedient to God?

· block out/deselect certain channels on our TVs

· cancel subscriptions to ungodly periodicals

· avoid substance abuse by not purchasing all those "snicky-snacks"

· replace questionable entertainment with fun family activities

( Just like Gideon's father said … these "gods" will not rise up in retribution
· God's power and authority will then rule in our lives

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Know that God deals with the sins of His people … 

· we are forgiven 

· but God will still discipline us
· He will discipline as a loving Father … bringing us back to Himself

· He will deliver us from the results of our rebellion when we come in repentance and faith

4.2 God can use anyone to accomplish His purposes

· we may doubt, but God's power will be at work in our lives

· God will provide strength for us when we decide to obey Him

4.3 Sometimes standing for the Truth can place our lives in danger

· at the same time it positively affects those around us … especially our own family

· be assured that God is the one in power, He is in control

· pray for believers in cultures where belief in Christ is openly and officially opposed
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