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Practice Obedience Diligently

1. Motivate

How do you benefit when other people obey the laws of our country?
· safety – traffic, food, 

· fairness to do business

· freedom to do as you please

· assurance you will not get cheated

· taxes are paid to provide services (roads, schools, administration)

2. Transition

Today we look at both the responsibility and the benefits of obeying God diligently.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Measure by God’s Word
Listen for exhortations and warnings given by Moses.
Deut. 4:1-2 (NIV)    Hear now, O Israel, the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that you may live and may go in and take possession of the land that the Lord, the God of your fathers, is giving you. [2] Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the Lord your God that I give you. 

What exhortations do you see here?

· hear the decrees and laws

· follow them, keep them

· don’t add to them, don’t subtract from them

What reasons does Moses give for obeying God’s commands?

· you will live

· you will go in and take possession of the land God is giving you

Why does God give us commands?

· it’s like the owner’s manual

· if you follow these instructions, you get the best results

· things run correctly when you follow God’s directions

What are some ways that people might take away from or subtract from God’s commands?

· don’t obey the whole of the commands

· only pick the ones you like (like a buffet line)

· conveniently forget the aspects of God’s commands that you do not like

· don’t read the parts of God’s teachings that bother you

· just read the parts about blessings and peace and answers to prayer

Think about situations where you should not add or take anything away from a standard, lest you cause dire problems …
· ingredients in a recipe

· fuel mixture for lawn tools

· traffic laws (speed, stopping, etc.)

What kinds of things result when we alter God’s standards to our own whims?

· sub standard lives
· don’t experience the potential God intends for us

· illness, injury, breakdown

· miss out on blessings

· become spiritually dysfunctional
· families suffer

The standards are set by God.  Why do you think God is the only trustworthy standard setter?

· one of God’s attributes is righteousness/justice

· God does the right thing
· we are subjective, set standards to our own liking

· God is fair, does what is best for us

· God is wise … we are foolish

( Consider that if God set poor standards and we follow them and end up with messed up lives  … it would reflect back badly on God … make Him look foolish, unwise

( When we follow the good directions, rules, standards set by God … it is a win-win situation

· we end up satisfied – our lives go well (even during tough times)

· God is glorified – He receives the praise He deserves
3.2 Guard What You Do
What do you have with you today that you are careful to guard and protect?
· wallet (with credit cards, license, cash)

· purse

· keys

· cell phone

Listen for what the Israelites were challenged to protect.

Deut. 4:6-9 (NIV)  Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say, "Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people." [7] What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the Lord our God is near us whenever we pray to him? [8] And what other nation is so great as to have such righteous decrees and laws as this body of laws I am setting before you today?  [9] Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them slip from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and to their children after them. 

The Israelites were challenged to protect their testimony.

By carefully observing God’s commands, the Israelites would impact the lives of people around them.  What would the other nations see?
· wisdom and understanding of Israel

· Israel has their God near them, 

· He hears their prayers (in contrast to the local pagan deities)

· the laws and decrees were good, right, just

Israel’s testimony affected the nations around them.  Who is affected by our testimony, by the way we live?
· neighbors

· children and grandchildren

· people we work with

· extended family members

· people who watch us, even though we might not be interacting with them directly

Why was it difficult for the Israelites (and why is it difficult for us) to guard their/our testimony?
· can be so easily lost

· one word, one conversation, one event can counteract all the things we’ve previously declared or said

· afterwards it’s difficult to regain credibility

What instruction does Moses give in verse 9 to help us keep our testimonies?

· watch yourselves closely

· don’t forget what you’ve seen God do

· make a conscious effort to keep them in your minds

· teach and model them before your children to instill them into their lives

3.3 Don’t Let Idols In
Listen for things that could become idols.
Deut. 4:15-20 (NIV)  You saw no form of any kind the day the Lord spoke to you at Horeb out of the fire. Therefore watch yourselves very carefully, [16] so that you do not become corrupt and make for yourselves an idol, an image of any shape, whether formed like a man or a woman, [17] or like any animal on earth or any bird that flies in the air, [18] or like any creature that moves along the ground or any fish in the waters below. [19] And when you look up to the sky and see the sun, the moon and the stars--all the heavenly array--do not be enticed into bowing down to them and worshiping things the Lord your God has apportioned to all the nations under heaven. [20] But as for you, the Lord took you and brought you out of the iron-smelting furnace, out of Egypt, to be the people of his inheritance, as you now are. 

What were the Israelites forbidden to use as items of worship?
· an image of any shape 

· no images of people, animals, birds           Don’t bow down to any of these

· no images of sun, moon, or stars

Christians today probably don’t have these kinds of idols in their lives.   If an idol is anything that we give allegiance to or submit ourselves to, what kinds of things could be idols in our lives?
· cars

· jobs

· fancy home

· power (in business, in politics)

· relationships, people

· striving for good grades

· sports or entertainment
· sex

Most of these things are not inherently bad … what makes them become idols?

· they become the most important driving and motivating factor in one’s life

· they become more significant in my life than God is

· they have control over my life

God is the Creator … why is it so foolish to worship something He has created (or even something we have created)?

· then you’re not dealing with the source of the object of our worship

· you are saying that the object itself is worthy of praise and adoration

· that totally misses the point of Who has made the object

· It is God who is far greater than the thing He has brought into being

( He is the one who deserves our praise, our adoration, our awe, our submission
3.4 Notice God’s Blessing

Listen for what you need to realize about God today.
Deut. 4:39-40 (NIV)  Acknowledge and take to heart this day that the Lord is God in heaven above and on the earth below. There is no other. [40] Keep his decrees and commands, which I am giving you today, so that it may go well with you and your children after you and that you may live long in the land the Lord your God gives you for all time. 

List the additional things Moses says we need to know about God, about how we relate to Him.
· the Lord is God in heaven above and on hearth below

· there is no other

· if you keep His commands, it will go well with you and your children after you

· also, you will live long in the land the Lord gives you for all time

Moses says “acknowledge and take to heart.”   How is this more than an intellectual exercise?

· it should be the guiding principle of how we live

· anything less than complete obedience causes pain for us, those around us

· full obedience will bring us life to the fullest

( God’s blessings are far superior to the pleasures we receive from pursuing our own desires

( He is wise, loving, powerful … He deserves our trust, our obedience

4. Application
4.1 Consider the main points of the lesson

· Make God’s Word your standard

· Carefully guard your testimony

· Avoid idolatry at all costs

· Realize God blesses

What is a specific situation in your life where you are seeking God’s direction?

· Choose one of these principles that speaks specifically to this situation

· write it down and claim it this week

4.2 Consider a situation you are facing that you’re tempted to handle your way instead of God’s
· write down all the blessings you will receive if you obey God’s Word in this instance

· write down fears you have about obeying God

· ask Him for strength and courage to diligently obey God’s will

4.3 Consider the measuring devices you use daily (yardstick, measuring tape, speedometer, scales, kitchen measuring cups)

· when you use one of them this week, remember that God has measuring standards too

· evaluate your life in relationship to His standards

· ask God’s help to bring at least one attitude or action into line with His standards
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