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Needed: Real Faith

1. Motivate

An important date in the world of exploration – May 29, 1953 – Sir Edmund Hilary reached the summit of Mt. Everest.   List some ways in which he showed that he trusted in someone one or something.
· the ropes with which they linked together

· his guide (that it was the right mountain, that this was the best way)

· his hiking equipment

· his tent

· maybe his compass

What are some things in which we put our trust in on a daily basis?

· breaks will stop the car

· you carry your lunch, trusting you will not be fired by noon!

· the chair you just sat in will hold you up

· the directions someone gave you were correct

· your spouse will meet you for lunch as promised

2. Transition

Today 
( we focus on how to demonstrate real faith in God

( we look at how we can bring honor to Him with our faith

3. Bible Study

3.1 Receive God’s Saving Word
What does it mean to be deceived? ( become convinced that what is true is false and that what is false is true.
listen for why James is concerned about spiritual deception
James 1:16-18 (NIV)   Don't be deceived, my dear brothers. [17] Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. [18] He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.  … [21] Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you. 

What kinds of deception do you think James was concerned about?

· some might think the good things we have are the result of luck
· others say the good things we have are purely the result of hard work on our own part

· people thought that God was capricious … unpredictable, not always reasonable

· people claim that our actions have no relation to our relationship to God

What do you see here about how God does demonstrated goodness to us?

· gave us good and perfect gifts

· He is unchanging, dependable

· He gave us birth (both physical and spiritual)

· birth through the word of truth

· He made us the firstfruits of all he created.

Verse 18 says, “He chose to give us birth through the word of truth”  What do you think is the role of the Bible in leading a person to experience new birth?
· gives the specific steps needed

· tells of need for repentance, confession, faith

· tells in whom to place our trust

· tells what Jesus did to solve the sin problem

( It is vital to know specific passages which give the sinner these truths and the sequence in which to present them.

Verse 12 says, “humbly accept the word planted in you”  for the purpose of getting rid of the moral filth and evil excess … how does God’s Word help do this?
· in some areas it gives specific behaviors which must be/not be present in the life of a believer

· also gives principles of behavior

· teaches of the presence and the power of God dwelling within the life of the believer

· gives examples of people whose lives were changed or who demonstrated lives of victory over evil

· gives promises about God’s help

· gives encouragement

3.2 Do God’s Revealed Will
What is worse … being deceived by someone else or deceiving your self?
	Deceived by Another
	Deceived by Self

	· means you cannot trust them anymore

· breaks that relationship

· feel betrayed
	· means your judgment is messed up

· you are often in spiritual trouble when you do this

· carries wide range of  implications


Listen how we deceive ourselves and how not to be deceived.
James 1:22-27 (NIV)   Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. [23] Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror [24] and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. [25] But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it--he will be blessed in what he does.  [26] If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless. [27] Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 

What analogy does James use to describe a person who only listens to Truth, does not do what the Bible says?
· like a person who looks in a mirror and ignores what he says

· does not comb hair, wash face, straighten clothes

· end up looking a mess, despite the evidence and opportunity to solve the problem

What principles of proper mirror use apply to Scripture application?

· look every day

· clean up a problem (right away) rather than ignore it

· change what needs changing

· make sure to look, don’t assume everything is OK

What specific lessons might  you have learned and applied from Scripture?

· trust God instead of worrying

· get rid of a certain kind of entertainment

· speak words of kindness and encouragement more often

· love your wife as Christ loved the church

· pray about a problem instead of grumbling about it

What would be some strategies for moving from hearing God’s word only and doing it?
· when you read it, don’t just “watch the words go by’
· take notes, jot down main ideas

· maybe find a study guide (weekly Sunday School readings)

· take time to specifically meditate on the concepts studied

· pray and ask God to help you to apply what it is you are reading about

· use the One Year Bible … has combination of  NT, OT, Psalms and Proverbs every day … when one portion is all genealogies, the other is usually something easier to make an application

What specific examples does James give where a person is doing what God’s Word teaches.
· the things you say (blessings or curses)

· how you say what you say (joyfully, making peace or angrily)

· give of your resources (time, money, skills) to people in need

3.3 Show Your Faith by Your Works
Listen for why James believed that faith and works are inseparable.
James 2:14-19 (NIV)  What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? [15] Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. [16] If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? [17] In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.  [18] But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds."  Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. [19] You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that--and shudder. 

According to this passage what is the relationship between faith and works?
· faith without works is dead, worthless

· works of kindness demonstrate the reality of one’s faith

· when you are truly a believer it will change the way you live … you will be involved in ministering to others, you will be not be so self centered

If God has forgiven us and promised us eternal life, what motivation do we have to live in obedience to Him today?  Why not just sit back, enjoy that forgiveness and look forward to that eternal life?

· that is disobedient

· it demonstrates an attitude of ungratefulness
· it ignores the needs of a hurting world around us
· it suggests that our “faith” is not real … it is dead!
What is the difference between the way demons believe in God and the way we believe?
	Demons
	People who truly believe in Christ

	· they know of God’s existence

· they are scared of God

· but they have not submitted to God as the Lord of their existence

· actually, they oppose God’s purposes
	· have received His salvation and have submitted to His direction and leadership in their lives

· allow Christ’s love and concern for people to be lived out in their lives

· involved and active in pointing others to Christ


What makes it more or less difficult to live out James’ instructions today?

	More difficult
	Less difficult

	· evil is more prevalent
· people are more opposed to the Gospel

· stupid government interpretation of separation of church and state

· overwhelming spiritual and social needs in the world

· anti-Christian entertainment, media
	· more needs make people more open to the Gospel
· we have more of Scripture to give us direction and wisdom of God’s working

· we have many more tools to spread the Gospel today


What are some ways to tell if a person has a real, living faith?

· the way you talk will change
· your choice of entertainment will change
· the way you dress might change
· the places you go will change
· your concern for others will change
· when you see needs, you will act to fulfill those needs
· minister to others

4. Application
4.1 Most of us look in the mirror before we start the day so we can fix what needs fixing!  Note that God’s Word is a spiritual mirror … into which we need to look every day

· pay special attention to the things you see that need attention

· look for things God is trying to reveal about your life

· don’t ignore the image God shows you … do what needs to be done

4.2 What actions or works do you see in your life that shows your faith

· James says that if you truly have faith, then it will show in works

· it will show in what you do (and what you refrain from doing)

· Ask God to show you ways in which you can better demonstrate your faith this week

4.3 Consider some of the barriers to good works … preoccupation, selfishness, shyness, bad attitude

· Ask God to help you to cross over these barriers

· realize that sometimes we have to start doing good before we feel like doing good

· look for ways to go ahead and do the right thing even when you don’t feel like it

Note that all of these things are the result of one’s salvation, not the means of salvation. 
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