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Money Matters

1. Motivate

What measures of a person does our society value?

· wealth
· prestigious job

· fancy/large house

· the kind of car you drive

· power/authority of position

· popularity

· sports skills

2. Transition

Many of these measures have to do with money … money matters in our society!
Today we make a contrast … the temporary value of money




       … the eternal value of the Kingdom of God

3. Bible Study

3.1 Realize Material Wealth Doesn’t Last
Listen for the problem this man faced and his solution.
Luke 12:16-21 (NIV)  And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. [17] He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.'  [18] "Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. [19] And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry." '  [20] "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?'  [21] "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God." 

Many farmers would see this man having a good problem … what phrases describe it?

· he had a really good crop

· he had so much he ran out of storage room

What was his solution?

· tear down current storage barns

· build bigger barns

· store all the grain and goods

· live on the surplus through future years

· take life easy … eat, drink, be merry

What did God have to say about his solution?

· you fool

· your life ends tonight

· then who will get all your possessions? 

· material riches don’t do you any good in eternity

Why do we have a tendency to store up instead of letting go?

· fear of future

· influence of society to gain more

· we feel that the more we have, the more power or influence we have

· the more someone has, the more he wants to gain even more (addiction?)
What are some other ways people in our society use their abundant surpluses of money?

· buy fancier, bigger vehicles

· splurge on “toys” for grownups

· vacation extravagantly in sumptuous resorts/hotels

· gamble large amounts of money

· involvement in substance abuse

When might a craving for more (either to store away or to spend) reflect a spiritual problem?

· when acquiring more and more “stuff” takes priority over investing in God’s Kingdom

· when we spend more than we have on temporal “stuff”
3.2 Trust God to Meet Your Needs
Listen for items from nature which Jesus used as an illustration.
Luke 12:27-28 (NIV)  "Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. [28] If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 

How does God provide for these plants?
· they don’t have to work

· they are “dressed” in splendor

· they grow fast without any effort

How are they limited?

· here today, gone tomorrow

· their beauty is short-lived

How does this tell us that we should not be anxious, we should not worry about needs?

· God gives attention, shows his creativity for very temporary elements of nature

· we are eternal beings

· certainly He will give more attention to us

· He loved us enough to die for us, certainly His sufficiency will provide our needs

What kinds of things tend to cause us anxiety, concern, and worry?
· health

· kids, grandkids, family relationships

· finances, jobs

Why do you think Jesus might also say to us, “Oh ye of little faith”?
· we tend to get in a dither about lots of things

· instead of trusting Him, we hurry-scurry around trying to deal with many complex issues on our own

· we so easily lose sleep about some of these issues

Consider these truths about how we can increase our faith … 

· anyone’s faith is only as good as the object of that faith

· we must become convinced that the object of our faith is capable

· we do that by getting to know Jesus better … reading, studying, applying His Word
· we also do that by talking to Him in prayer … telling Him not only your needs, but confessing your worries, your lack of faith

3.3 Pursue God’s Kingdom Above All Else
Why is the concept of “financial security” a myth, maybe even an oxymoron? 
· value of money and/or investments can easily fall

· personal events can unexpectedly use up savings

Listen for advice about security that Jesus gives.

Luke 12:31-34 (NIV)  But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.  [32] "Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. [33] Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. [34] For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

What specific advice do you see in this passage?
· seek first the kingdom (rule) of God … then needs will be provided

· don’t be afraid … God is pleased to give you the kingdom

· don’t pursue financial security … invest your earthly treasure in heavenly pursuits

· establish treasure in heaven … it won’t disappear with the ups and downs of an earthly economy

What are some ways in which we can make God’s kingdom our first priority with our resources?

· always tithe your income (before bills, even before taxes)

· be generous with your finances to other needs of people around you
· give to missionary outreach (as emphasized in the December lessons)

· when you do give, do so without any expectation to be repaid (with money or with being owed a favor)

· don’t limit your giving to just money … give of time and skills to minister to others

How is giving of yourself to God’s work like investing money in a bank which gives compound interest?

· God receives your investment of time, talent, treasure

· God multiplies that investment

· you end up getting more back than what you put in

( Note that in this case the returns are eternal … contrasted with the bank’s returns
3.4 Be a Good Steward of All You Have
Listen for the specific actions of a manager/servant which results in God’s blessings.
Luke 12:42-44 (NIV)  The Lord answered, "Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food allowance at the proper time? [43] It will be good for that servant whom the master finds doing so when he returns. [44] I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. … [48b] From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked. 

Why would the working manager/servant/slave be rewarded?
· be faithful

· exercise wisdom

· distribute to those under you at the proper time, in the proper amount

· fulfill responsibilities whether your boss is watching or not

· if you are given much, you are expected to do much

In what was has God given us, entrusted us with much (in contrast to much of the rest of the world) ?

· we are well off materially 

· we have freedoms to worship, to preach the gospel

· we have God’s Word in our own language (in several translations)

· we have a multitude of opportunities to hear the Gospel message through a great variety of media (live, TV, radio, streaming audio, in print)

Based on the statement of verse 48, what kinds of responses (demands) might this abundance suggest?

· sharing our financial or material abundance with those in need
· take every advantage of your freedoms to worship

· take every advantage of your freedoms to share the Gospel message
· be involved in taking/sending that Gospel message around the world

· help others acquire the scriptures in their language (support of Bible translation, printing, distribution)

· support the training and supplying of national pastors and Christian workers in foreign cultures

Consider that poor investments result only in loss of temporal resources

( Poor use of spiritual resources can result in more dire eternal losses.
4. Application
4.1 If you believe that “success = material possessions” you are missing opportunities to advance God’s Kingdom throughout the world. 
· ask God to clarify your attitude towards material wealth

· as you save it and spend it, as God to remind you of how temporary it is

· money does matter … it is how we use for God’s Kingdom is what matters the most

4.2 As a devotional exercise, do a study contrasting treasures stored on earth versus treasures stored up in heaven

· how long they last

· how they are used

· the results

4.3 Look for ways that you can discover true value by investing in others

· investing time and talents in church ministries

· investing financially in world wide Gospel outreach
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