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Make Up Your Minds

Be Smart

1. Motivate

Read each of the following pairs of words.  Your learners must choose one of the two from each pair … there are no right or wrong answers … you just must choose.
(red, blue), (tie, turtleneck), (hat, scarf), (okra, chocolate chip cookie), (talk, listen),

(coffee, tea), (work, play), (eat, sleep), (football, baseball), (needlepoint, golf), 

(cold, hot), … { add your own pairs of items that fit unique interests of your class}
2. Transition

These choices were just for fun and were usually easy to make … other choices we make are more serious and can affect our lives more significantly.
( Today we look at the most important choice each person must make in their lifetime

The question is, “Have I decided to follow Jesus Christ?”
3. Bible Study

3.1 About Life’s Directions
Listen for four things that Jesus contrasts in this passage.
Matthew 7:13-14 (NIV) "Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. [14] But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. 
What are the words which describe the four contrasted elements?
	Elements
	Default
	Deliberate

	Entry
	wide gate
	narrow gate

	Pathway
	broad road
	difficult road

	Destination
	destruction
	eternal life

	Proportion (how many?)
	many people
	few people


What causes you to be frustrated about being forced to make a decision?
· not sure if it is the right decision

· you might be sorry you made it later on

· might be a better option you haven’t thought about yet

· your friends might be making a different decision and you don’t get to be with them or be like them

Why do you think people in today’s world would rather be uncommitted spiritually?

· they think it requires no decision (when really, not to choose is to choose)

· it is easier to ignore (for the time being) the required decision or commitment

· they are committed to other things (material possessions, hobbies, etc.)

· it requires them to face their sinfulness, which is painful

If the wide gate leads to destruction, why do you think so many people enter that gate and follow the broad road?
· the wide gate is easy

· it is attractive

· it is self oriented

· it has few rules, few restrictions (at least they think so)

What kinds of things do they encounter along this broad road which continues to attract them?

· entertainment

· pleasure

· material possessions

· popularity

· opportunities for power over others

If the narrow gate is the right gate, God’s gate that gives abundant life and eternal life, why is it a difficult and hard way?

· requires admission, confessions of one’s own sinfulness

· implies submission to someone else’s will (God’s will)

· people think it is a hard or miserable or limited life

· people think it will be dull, boring

· people think they have to give too much up

· some have the idea that the Christian life is all a bunch of “do’s and don’ts”

What are some genuine compensations derived from the “difficult” road one encounters through the narrow gate?

· spiritual maturity

· God’s help, God’s presence in all situations

· eternal life (eternal union with God – some would call it “pie in the sky, by and by”)

· abundant life (this would be the “steak and French fries, now”)

· the indwelling of the Holy Spirit who is the “down payment” or “earnest” of what God promises to do for eternity

· the empowering of the Holy Spirit (Fruit of the Spirit and spiritual gifts)

If the gate is narrow and small and “few there be that find it,” how do we know that God has not placed numerical limits on how many enter that gate and travel that road?  What verses speak to this issue?
· the limitation is not one of numbers

· the limitation is how many are willing to make the right choice

· we know Mark 8:35 (KJV)   For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it. 

· Consider 2 Peter 3:9 (KJV)  The Lord is … not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 

· And … Acts 2:38 (NIV)  Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. 

3.2 About Life’s Influences
Listen for how to identify false prophets.
Matthew 7:15-23 (NIV)"Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. [16] By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles? [17] Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. [18] A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. [19] Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. [20] Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.  [21] "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. [22] Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' [23] Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!' 

What characteristics of false prophets does Jesus list here?
· come in sheep’s clothing

· inwardly they are ferocious wolves

· you will recognize them by their fruit

· they will bear bad fruit

· their end is to be “cut down and thrown into the fire”

What kind of “fruit” should be being produced in our lives so we do not act as false prophets?
· Fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, long suffering, gentleness, faithfulness)

· pointing others to Jesus (by our lives, by verbal witness)

· by how we live our lives before others – when our actions and attitudes match our verbal claims

· by abiding in Christ – John 15:5 (NIV)  I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 

What kinds of works will false disciples claim at Judgment Day?

· “Lord, Lord” (they claim that Jesus is the Lord of their lives)

· they prophesied

· they drove out demons

· they performed many miracles

How then were they “evildoers?”

· they never really knew God – they were going through the motions only
· Jesus was not Savior and Lord of their life … they ran their own lives

· they may have had showy actions to claim, but not had the less sensational qualities Jesus has talked  about in the Sermon on the Mount … 

· heeding scripture
· sexual purity

· marital fidelity

· casting out one’s own anger

· failure to do the will of the Father

3.3 About Life’s Foundations
Listen for similarities and differences of the two houses in this parable.
Matthew 7:24-29 (NIV)  "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. [25] The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. [26] But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. [27] The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash."   [28] When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, [29] because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law. 

What happens to a house that is not built on solid ground?
· shifts and slides

· cracks in walls and ceilings

· doors get out of alignment

· windows stick

· cracks in the floor slab

· you can spend lots of money on repairs 
· wind and rain can destroy it

How would this apply to your spiritual life?
· you are easily shifted from a firm Christian stance

· you get “cracks” in your spiritual armor

· you get into some sticky situations

· when life’s storms come, you are shaken or shifted

What kind of storms attack our lives and threaten to destroy them?

· health or financial crises

· children who stray away from the Lord

· a sudden, unexpected tragedy

· weather, earthquakes, fires which physically destroy our property

· war, terrorism, criminal acts against us

The children’s song, “The Wise Man Built His House Upon the Rock” has a verse that says, “So build your life on the Lord Jesus Christ.”   What does this passage actually say?
· hear Jesus’ words

· put Jesus words into practice

· know and apply God’s Word to your life

Why will our lives not be destroyed when we build them on the rock of God’s words to us?

· we know and are assured that He is in charge, He is sovereign

· we experience His sufficiency in each of the storms that come

· we can be sure that God is more powerful than any other force or influence that comes against our lives, our families

· we can claim  God’s promises

· we experience His peace, peace that cannot be understood by the world

· we have a spiritual perspective to events that happens to us

4. Application
4.1 Consider the “narrow gate” to salvation 
· have you entered that gate by confession, repentance,  and faith

· have you submitted your life to God

· who do you know who is drifting along on the broad road and needs to experience entrance into salvation’s narrow way?

4.2 Beware of deceptive and dangerous false prophets
· evaluate people who claim to speak for God by both what they  say and how they live

· be a “fruit inspector” when necessary

· but avoid being harsh and judgmental

4.3 Ask yourself what you are building your life on
· be eager for and openhearted to the Truth of God’s Word

· put into practice what you find in God’s Word

· the next time a “storm” hits your life, hang on to your “foundation,” the Truth found in God’s Word
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