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Lydia: Willing Service

1. Motivate

Who was someone in your church as you grew up that you remember touching your life through some service or ministry?
· a Sunday school teacher

· a youth pastor

· the minister’s wife

· a camp counselor

· a music director

· a special youth speaker

· an adult who mentored you

· another young person who encouraged you, prayed for/with you

· a kids league sports coach

2. Transition
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Today we look at the fact that all believers as members of the Body of Christ are 
· called by Him

· used by Him to carry out these various acts of service

3. Bible Study

3.1 Get Started Now
Listen for the results of Paul’s “open air” ministry.
Acts 16:11-15 (NIV)    From Troas we put out to sea and sailed straight for Samothrace, and the next day on to Neapolis. [12] From there we traveled to Philippi, a Roman colony and the leading city of that district of Macedonia. And we stayed there several days. [13] On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. [14] One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message. [15] When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. "If you consider me a believer in the Lord," she said, "come and stay at my house." And she persuaded us. 

Where and to whom did Paul speak?
· outside city gate

· beside the river

· found a place of prayer

· spoke to women gathered there … specifically Lydia who was a worshiper of God

What reasons might have existed for Paul to seek a “place of prayer” rather than a synagogue?

· not a large city, didn’t have a synagogue

· not enough adult Jews living there to have a synagogue

· those who worshiped Jehovah, the one true God, would gather near water

What reasons might people today gather in places other than a church to connect with God?
· similar situation … so small a community, don’t have a church

· often a church starts in a home gathering, a Bible study

· in some countries, there are only a handful of believers in a community, they cannot afford to build

· a recent trend has been to use cell groups which meet in homes as a strategy to begin a church or to extend its ministry
· some gatherings such as prayer breakfasts or large crusades are joint efforts of outreach by multiple churches and the effort is to draw in people who might not associate with a specific church

What response did Paul have from his speaking?

· the Lord opened Lydia’s heart to respond

· she and members of her household were baptized

· she invites them to her home

What might have prepared Lydia’s heart to receive Paul’s message?

· she had an interest in spiritual things – she was worshiping God
· she was a “God fearer” but had not fully converted to Judaism

· it says that the Lord opened her heart

· God’s Holy Spirit was at work in her heart, giving her a hunger and desire to experience a full relationship with God

What  proof did she give that she was genuinely converted?

· she was baptized

· she must have had an influence on her household to also accept Paul’s gospel message and be baptized

· she verbalized her conversion, asked for confirmation

· sought a ministry of hospitality immediately
In what ways is Lydia’s example one we should follow?
· receive God’s Truth quickly

· respond in obedience to God’s commands

· get involved in Christian ministry early (and often) in your Christian experience

3.2 Partner with Other Believers
Listen for words and phrases in the passage that describe Paul’s memories of the church at Philippi.
Acts 16:40 (NIV)  After Paul and Silas came out of the prison, they went to Lydia's house, where they met with the brothers and encouraged them. Then they left.   Philip. 1:3-8 (NIV)    I thank my God every time I remember you. [4] In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy [5] because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, [6] being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. [7] It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart; for whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God's grace with me. [8] God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 

What was there about the church at Philippi that gave Paul the “warm fuzzies?”
· they received  encouragement from the believers there
· he remembered the hospitality of Lydia – even to “jailbirds” 
· he felt they were partners with him right from the start

· they continued to be partners, long term

· he said that he had them “in my heart”

· they were sharing God’s grace with him

What might have been the atmospheres in Lydia’s home when Paul and Silas arrived?

· shouts of joy

· get them some food and clean clothes

· a real celebration, a party

· no doubt they sang the Doxology!

What kinds of descriptive words might fit this church?

· caring

· active

· involved

· visionary

· missionary

· they both talked the talk and walked the walk

What evidences do you see about how Paul saw the future of this church?

· he considered their relationship as a partnership in the ongoing outreach of the church
· the partnership was ongoing … not just a one time thing

· he was confident of the Lord’s working in their lives

· his confidence extended to “until the day of Christ Jesus”

If  you were writing a letter to your church, what kinds of things could you be thanking God for, how might you similarly encourage the church (not only the local church, but the Universal Body of Believers – other congregations)
· thank God for the fellowship, partnership in ministry

· for the opportunity of outreach

· for the positive influence on the lives of young people

· for bringing the gospel message to your home, to your family

· for ministering to  your family in time of need

· for helping get your church back on its feet after tragic loss (after the hurricanes of 2005, some churches far away helped by paying a pastor’s salary, others came and did cleanup and construction)

God calls all believers to be partners in the gospel

( we get to share the joy but …

( partners must also share the load
3.3 Do What Really Matters

Listen for elements of Paul’s prayer list.
Philip. 1:9-11 (NIV)    And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, [10] so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, [11] filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ--to the glory and praise of God. 

What were the specific things for which Paul was praying?
· their love abound more and more

· they would have knowledge and depth of insight

· they would have discernment about what is best … what really matters

· that they be pure and blameless until the Day of Christ

· that they be filled with the fruit of righteousness – doing the right thing

· that their lives bring glory and praise to God

What do you think is the relationship between knowledge and discernment?

· knowledge is having a collection, a body of facts available

· discernment is knowing which facts apply and how to apply them

· discernment is like wisdom

( Note that the scriptures say The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow his precepts have good understanding. Psalm 111:10 (NIV)  

Why is it important for a church to “discern what is best” or “determine what really matters?”

· lots of issues in the world that clamor for our attention – even good things

· we need God’s guidance to determine what is the most important

· otherwise we squander our resources

· easy to get side tracked – end up involved in things that really don’t matter

Consider the medical practice of triage in a large scale emergency …

· someone makes an initial check of all the people who need medical care

· determine first those in need of immediate care for life threatening problems

· second group are those who definitely need intervention but are not about to die

· last group are those who will need some medical care, but are in no danger at all

( It is possible for an individual or even a church to become quite stressed in our daily spiritual ministries if we cannot do a similar triage with needs around us

· family needs

· church ministries

· community or school activities

· personal problems

4. Application

4.1 Following Lydia’s example, how can you take the initiative in helping someone else today?
· be aware of needs of neighbors around you

· care groups within the SS class make sure to check on one another

· consider how your class might partner with some other class (younger or older) to mentor and/or sponsor them

4.2  What might we need to do in our church, our Sunday School class so that if Paul (or some modern missionary) were to write to us he would see us as “partners” ?
· communicate with that missionary to find out what kinds of prayer requests they have

· see about going on a short term missions trip to give of your time and talents to accomplish a task that the missionary does not have the resources or expertise to do

· faithful missions giving (as an individual or as a church – or both!)

4.3 Allow your comfort zone to be invaded so you can share your faith “on demand”

· take some training

· learn the verses, the presentation

· practice by yourself

· practice on someone in your family – on a neighbor

· actually that’s not a bad strategy … approach a neighbor and ask them to let you practice a presentation of your personal faith on them, then ask them what they think

· now … be ready … when you least expect it … God will put you into a situation where you can minister to someone with the joy of the gospel message

We need God’s wisdom to make the decisions of how to spend our time and energies on these.
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