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Knowing God Through Jesus

1. Motivate

What kinds of things are in newspaper headlines these days that concerns or troubles you about our world?
· war

· terrorism

· rising prices

· crime

· politics

· economy

· jobs

· health care

· problems in schools

2. Transition

Today ( we look at how Jesus speaks to what Jesus had to say to his disciples who were troubled.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus Prepares a Place
Listen for reasons that Jesus gives that the disciples should not be troubled.
John 14:1-4 (NIV)  "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. [2] In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. [3] And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. [4] You know the way to the place where I am going." 

We have to look at chapter 13 to see why the disciples might be troubled.
· they were told that one of them would betray Him

· Jesus said he would only be with them a little while longer

· Peter is told that by morning he will have denied Jesus 3 times
Now what reasons does Jesus give not to be troubled?

· they can trust in God, trust in Jesus

· Jesus was going away to prepare a place for them

· Jesus would return to take them to that place

· actually they did know the place where He was going

How would these reassurances speak to their worries?

· no matter what happens, God the Father and Jesus (the Son) could be trusted to deal with the situation

· Jesus (and God) knew what was happening … never surprised, no “plan B”

· even though Jesus was physically away from them He was working in their behalf and would not forget them
Look at our list of headline issues that trouble us today.  How do Jesus’ reassurances speak to our worries?

· Jesus is not surprised at these situations (we might be, He is not)
· God is still in control, even though the world seems out of control

· God is at work outside of time and will reenter our time and space when Jesus comes again

· Like Peter, even when the failure is ours, God is concerned for us, will forgive us, will draw us back to Himself

3.2 Jesus Is the  Way to the Father
Listen for Jesus indirect claim to deity.
John 14:5-7 (NIV)   Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" [6] Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. [7] If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him." 
What are some ways that people suggest that they can get to heaven?

· good works

· parents were Christians

· do more good than bad, they are put on a balance

· refrain from doing really bad things (murder, robbery, abuse)
· God will let everyone in, eventually

· go to church

· baptized as a baby

Based on our passage, how many different ways does Jesus give for coming to God, the Father?  ( one way
( Jesus said I am the way, the truth, the life
Why does it bother people when they are told there is only one way to God?
· what about other world religions?

· what about someone who is really sincere

· surely God could not be so exclusive!!

How do we answer someone who objects to this exclusiveness?  They question how anyone could believe that a loving God would not accept everyone into heaven if they do their best to live right?

· God has made provision for their entry into heaven

· it is the personal choice of the person to accept or reject that provision

· God is not willing that any should perish (in eternal death/separation from Him)

· God is sovereign and holy and righteous and can do as He pleases … God can be exclusive if He chooses to be

· Actually God has done infinitely much to make it possible for us to join Him in heaven
3.3 Jesus Reveals the Father
Listen for a statement that might have disappointed Jesus.
John 14:8-12 (NIV)  Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us."   [9] Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? [10] Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. [11] Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. [12] I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 

What kind of attitudes or atmosphere do you think was present when Philip asked his question? 
· shock

· disbelief

· embarrassment

· maybe glad he asked a question they were wondering about themselves

What emotion do you think Jesus might have portrayed in his response?

· maybe disappointment

· maybe glad Philip asked the question and gave Jesus the opportunity to respond

· Jesus displayed a certain amount of passion in his response

What had Philip already seen that demonstrated the Father at work through Jesus?

· miracles

· healing

· feeding of large groups

· compassion for individuals and large groups

· fearlessness in confronting religious fakes

How has God demonstrated His work in our lives, encouraging us to trust Him?

· provided salvation

· encouragement through His Word

· protection

· physical healings

· deliverance from ungodly habits

· healings of relationships

Consider Philip

· would be easy to criticize him for lack of understanding

· actually he was quite honest about what he was thinking and feeling

· we need to be the same way with God … tell Him your doubts and concerns

( He wants to reassure you and remind you of His power at work in your life

3.4 Jesus Answers Prayer
Listen for a wonderful promise and guarantee offered by Jesus.
John 14:13-14 (NIV) And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. [14] You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 

Consider the  “name it and claim it” prayer philosophy sometimes based on this verse
· motivated by greed

· you too can drive a BMW if you have enough faith

· you’ll never be sick again if you have enough faith

· Words are said to have power Thus if you need something, simply speak it into existence (just like God created the earth).
Realize that it is a deistic view of God, 
( He must dance to men's attempts to manipulate the spiritual laws of the universe;
What then does it mean to pray “in Jesus name”
· more than starting a prayer with “Dear Jesus …”

· more than ending a prayer with “ … In Jesus Name, Amen”

· it means we come before God with the authorization, the authority of the Name of Jesus

· we come as His representative

· we come asking for things that He would want

· we come making requests that are according to His will


"In Jesus' name" is ambassador language. It implies that 
(1) I have a relationship with Jesus; 
(2) I am acting as His representative on His behalf, and 
(3) that what I am asking for is truly Jesus' desire (1 John 5:14). 
( If these things are true then we can believe that God will grant the request.

Many requests that we make to God in prayer are legitimate and fine requests -- and God grants many of them. But most of our requests do not meet the three criteria
Assuming one has a relationship with Jesus, what might be examples of prayers where we are acting as Jesus’ representative and asking for God’s will?
· for salvation of a relative or acquaintance

· prayer for government leaders

· prayer for “daily bread” (which could include health, safety, wisdom, etc.)

· prayer for restored relationships

· prayer for the outreach of the church

· prayer for God’s power at work as the Gospel is preached around the world

4. Application
4.1 Consider your own understanding and beliefs … 

· how do you respond to Jesus statement that He is the only way to God?

· have you, have those around you come to that point of faith in your lives?

4.2 Become involved in telling others that Jesus is the only way to God

· active in FAITH outreach

· sharing what God is doing in your life with others around you

4.3 Be aware of God’s working in your life on a daily basis
· as you go about your daily routine, look for specific examples of God’s workings

· beauty of nature

· answers to prayer

· intervention in situations, sometimes when you didn’t even have time or opportunity to pray

4.4 Be God’s ambassador in prayer

· bring the needs of others before Jesus
· trust God for your own needs … God’s desires for you
Keep this list on display for later reference.
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