3/18/07
Jesus Takes Care of Us

1. Motivate

What person or group did you and your friends “follow” when you were a teenager?
· a sports hero

· a music star

· a movie personality

· a favorite teacher

· a youth worker in your church

· a popular person in your school

· a well known astronaut

2. Transition

In any age there are people who draw a following … whether they are leaders or not
( Today we look at how sheep follow a shepherd 

( Jesus is our true Good Shepherd who is worthy of being followed 

3. Bible Study

3.1 He Leads Me
Listen for a contrast between the shepherd and the thief.
John 10:1-5 (NIV)  "I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. [2] The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. [3] The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. [4] When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. [5] But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger's voice." 

What characteristics about the true shepherd do you see here?

· enters by the gate

· sheep listen to his voice

· knows the sheep by name

· leads the sheep out, 

· goes on ahead of them

· sheep follow 

· they know his voice

In what ways does Jesus, our Good Shepherd lead us, give us direction?
· how to act

· how to respond to life’s events

· wisdom to witness

· help with life decisions (marriage, jobs, dealing with children, parents)

What characteristics about a robber or thief do you see in the passage?
· does not enter the sheep pen by the gate

· climbs in some other way

· a stranger

· sheep will not follow

· run away from him, because they don’t recognize stranger’s voice

Who do you think Jesus had in mind when he referred to the robber or thief?
· Jewish leaders

· religious teachers

What thieves and robbers try to steal Jesus’ flock today?

· people who push materialism and try to sell you everything

· intellectuals in some universities who put down Christianity
· peers who try to get kids involved in alcohol, drugs

· entertainment media who portray illicit sexual relationships as “normal”
· cult religions

· even religious leaders who build their own empire mainly to glorify themselves

What has our Good Shepherd done for us to protect us from these thieves and robbers?

· given us His Word

· given us the presence of His Holy Spirit 

· He is with us, protecting, guiding, empowering

· He has given us “under-shepherds” – pastors, Christian workers

How can we be sure we are following/listening to the true shepherd and not a thief or fake?

· limit the input of all kinds of media which bombard us

· go to the source of the true shepherd’s words, the Bible

· talk to the true shepherd – tell Him your problems, your needs, your joys and sorrows

· be discerning of what you hear from any source … does it agree with God’s Word

· you can spot a fake by being super familiar with the real thing

What is the significance of the fact in the passage that states Jesus knows His sheep, He knows you by name?

· it is a personal relationship … we are more than just “the flock”

· He knows my individual peculiarities

· He knows my needs 

· He works in my life, ministers specifically to my needs

· It is not “one size fits all” it is personal

3.2 He Gives Me Abundant Life
Listen for more characteristics of the true shepherd in contrast to the thief and robber.
John 10:7-10 (NIV)  Therefore Jesus said again, "I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. [8] All who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. [9] I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. [10] The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

Think about how Jesus is like a gate.  A gate, by definition, is something that separates between inside and an outside. What is on the inside and outside of this “gate”?
· inside is the “flock” or the believers

· outside is the world

· Jesus is the way in to becoming a believer

· Jesus is the one who keeps us separate, different from the world – He keeps us holy

· He is the protector from the robbers, thieves of the world

Note  also the significance of Jesus statement, “I am the gate” and not a gate.  Why is this important?

· there is no other way into being a believer

· despite the popularity of the concept of “many ways to God” in today’s philosophies

If Jesus is the way to God, what are the implications for the church today in a world of many people who have never even heard the name of Jesus?

· we are to take the message of Jesus to them

· we are to go

· we are to send missionaries – tomorrow’s missionaries are today’s youth group

· we are to support missionary activity with giving, prayer
What do you think it means to “find pasture?”  How has Jesus provided “pasture” for you?
· daily supply of all your needs

· peace and calm in the midst of life’s turmoil

· spiritual sustenance

· safety, even though surrounded by threats to spiritual life

· provide a job, just when I need it

· open doors of opportunity at just the right time

· provide help from other believers when in need

Why might unbelievers not see Christians as not having “life abundant” or “life to the full?”

· see Christianity as a bunch of  “don’ts”

· they don’t see believers who are experiencing the “life to the full” that Jesus intended

· we don’t allow God to work in our lives to give us abundance
· we are not trusting God for the abundance He intends for us to have

· we are not following God’s direction of our lives and missing out on that abundance He intends

( Experiencing God’s abundance will require our faith in and obedience of the Lord

3.3 He Laid Down His Life for Me
Listen for the contrast between the good shepherd and the hired hand.
John 10:11-18 (NIV) "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. [12] The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. [13] The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.  [14] "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me-- [15] just as the Father knows me and I know the Father--and I lay down my life for the sheep. … [17] The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life--only to take it up again. [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father." 

Contrast the attributes or characteristics of the good shepherd and the hired hand.
	Good Shepherd
	Hired Hand

	· owns the sheep

· lays down his life for the sheep

· knows his sheep

· sheep know him

· lay down his life for the sheep
	· not the one who owns the sheep

· abandons the flock in time of danger

· flock is scattered by the wolf

· cares nothing for the sheep


What kind of feelings do you have when you are deserted or betrayed?
· alone

· depressed

· discouraged

· unable to go on

How do you know Jesus, our Good Shepherd will never desert or betray us?

· He loved us so much He died for us, for our salvation

· He has too much invested in us, His very life!

· He has said so   …. Deut. 31:8 (NIV)  The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged." 

Consider how the word “know” is used in verse 15.  “the Father knows me and I know the Father”    How do Jesus and the Father “know” each other?

· they have a unity

· they are one and the same

· the “knowledge” is a common wisdom, love, power, authority

How does this explain verse 14?  “I know my sheep and my sheep know me”  Consider some of the implications.
· we are united with Christ
· God’s Holy Spirit lives within each believer

· we have a unified relationship with God, Himself !!!

· He knows my thoughts, feelings, problems

· I experience His presence, love, assurance

4. Application
4.1 Consider which of the following promises from God is most meaningful to you today 

· He leads us

· He gives us abundant life

· He will never desert us

Ask God for that guidance … trust Him for His abundance … thank Him for that continual presence

4.2  As a devotional exercise this week

· write a prayer claiming one of God’s promises

· write out a thank you for fulfilling that promise in your life … even before you might see that fulfillment

· place the card in your Bible and offer the prayer each day, offer the thanksgiving each day also

4.3 As a follow up to this lesson on the Good Shepherd, read Psalm 23

· Identify phrases that describe how Jesus takes care of us

· meditate on the incredibly personal relationship between David and his Shepherd

· ask God to give you that kind of relationship with Jesus too
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