3/25/07
Jesus Restores Our Lives

1. Motivate

What is one of your greatest disappointments in life?
· didn’t win the big game

· didn’t get to go on that trip

· never saw the ______ (Grand Canyon, Niagara Falls, Sphinx, Dallas Cowboys, …)

· missed winning the election by just a few votes

· never owned a sports car (pickup truck, SUV, …)
· never won the lottery

· loss of a loved one

· wish to have learned to play the piano (guitar, tuba, slide whistle, …)

2. Transition

Some disappointments are trivial, some are tragic … 
( Today we look at people who suffered great disappointment and Jesus restored them.

3. Bible Study

3.1 A Desperate Situation
Listen for the disappointment  … who, why, where, how … 
John 11:1 (NIV)   Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. . . . [3] So the sisters sent word to Jesus, "Lord, the one you love is sick."  . . . [6]  Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days.  [7] Then he said to his disciples, "Let us go back to Judea." 
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Mary and Martha called for Jesus help … What do people sometimes try before turning to Jesus for help?

· solve the problem themselves

· look for help on the Internet 
· find another doctor or advisor

· call all their friends and ask for advice

· pester the minister
What is the timing of this series of events?

· Jesus hears of the sickness

· Jesus waits two days

· Jesus heads back to Bethany in Judea

How do you think they felt while Jesus delayed his coming for 2 days?
· worried

· impatient

· upset

· despair

· mad

· sad

· disappointed

What do you think they were hoping/expecting Jesus to do?
· come to see them quickly, right away

· come and heal their brother – even do so from a distance
· prevent his death 

· maybe resurrect him
· they had seen Jesus do miracles before for perfect strangers

· certainly He would do something similar for them

Jesus did not come right away as they hoped, nor did He heal Lazarus from a distance.  What is our attitude or response when Jesus does not work in the way we expect or desire?
· mad at God

· disappointed

· despair, discouragement

· take it out on people around us

· pursue our own remedies or solutions

· keep asking “why?”

When have you thought you had a better plan for your life than the one God was working out?
· where to go to college (for self or for a child/grandchild)

· what to major in

· what job to pursue

· what house/car to buy

· who to marry

· timing for having a family
How should we respond when we pray that something will (will not) happen, only to find that it does not happen as we hoped?
· thank Him for His faithfulness in the past
· continue to praise God for Who He is

· declare our faith in God, despite our disappointment

· tell God we trust in His timing, His overall plan

· ask God for guidance and understanding

( Some people seem to believe that because they are Christians, they will not experience desperate situations like others.

How do these verses relate to that belief?

· God has a plan … it may or may not agree with our plan

· Either way it is the best plan

· God’s timing is perfect, just not always understood

· God wants us to trust Him, no matter what the sequence of events

3.2 “Shoulda … Coulda … Woulda”
Listen for Mary and Martha’s expectations of Jesus.
John 11:20-27 (NIV)   When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.   [21] "Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if you had been here, my brother would not have died. [22] But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask."   [23] Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again."   [24] Martha answered, "I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day."   [25] Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; [26] and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"   [27] "Yes, Lord," she told him, "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world."  

How did Martha respond when she met Jesus?
· if you had been here my brother would not have died

· I believe that even now God will give you your requests

Why do we question Jesus about His timing, His way of answering our needs?

· we have a human perspective

· we are impatient

· we don’t see the overall picture

· we are short sighted … think only about the here and now

Martha was probably filled with grief over Lazarus’ death.  How can our emotions impact our ability to trust God’s sovereignty?

· we don’t think clearly (or at all)

· we are blinded by our emotions, they keep us from spiritual sight

· emotions come and go, cannot base our spiritual experience on emotions
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Recall image from Four Spiritual Laws booklet
· our relationship with Christ is based on the Facts of the Truth and our Faith

· Feelings (emotions) are nice but the train runs without a caboose 

· (note that this image is out dated – you have to know what a caboose is)

Compare what Jesus and Martha were saying about a resurrection, about Jesus
	Martha’s understanding 
of resurrection and Jesus
	Jesus’ view of resurrection

	· Lazarus will be resurrected eventually

· it will happen at the “last day”

· you are the Messiah, the Christ

· you are the Son of God
	· your brother will rise again

· I (Jesus) am the resurrection and the life

· belief in me results in life beyond physical death

· there is no death for a believer


She may have been confused, discouraged, grieved about her brother’s death … But …
( Martha clung to the basic Truth … Jesus is the Son of God

( She was discovering also that …
 Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life

3.3 Life and Hope Restored
Listen for evidence of how much Martha understood what Jesus was doing.
John 11:38 – 40 (NIV) Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. [39] "Take away the stone," he said. "But, Lord," said Martha, the sister of the dead man, "by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days." [40] Then Jesus said, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?" John 11:43-44 (NIV) When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" [44] The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, "Take off the grave clothes and let him go." 

What response does Martha have in this passage?
· don’t remove the stone

· he’s been dead four days,  the odor will be bad

· she objected to both the unpleasantness and the embarrassment

· to our culture it would seem macabre, morbid, gruesome 

What did Jesus remind her?

· you must believe

· then you will see the glory of God demonstrated

What has Jesus promised us that we must believe and see His power demonstrated?

· our salvation, to start with

· to provide for us, protect us

· to be with us

· to be empowered by God’s Holy Spirit

· to answer prayer (with only minuscule faith on our part)

What can we do to maintain that belief that Jesus answers our prayers, even when our circumstances and His actions don’t make sense to us?
· review His promises –  recall Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)  For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 

· talk to God daily, tell Him your hopes, your frustrations, your praise

· memorize scripture
· when God does resolve the situation, make sure to thank Him 

· make sure to give God the Glory

If you had been there when Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, how do you think you might have responded?
· surprise

· awe, fear

· thankfulness

( We should be in just as much awe and praise Him just as much for the workings we see God do in our lives every day!
4. Application

4.1 Memorize the verse we just read in Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)  

· For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 

· Write it out, post it in a prominent place

· Claim the truth of this verse each day this week

· Thank God each day for His good plans accomplished in your family … even if you have  yet to see the end results

4.2 Mary and Martha had the right concept of to whom to go when they had a desperate need

· take your needs to Jesus

· know that He is sufficient

· know that His timing is perfect, even though not always understood

· tell the Lord you are grateful for His help when you feel helpless and hopeless

4.3 Praise God this week that he has dominion over death

· those who have Christ as savior may die physically, but they continue on in spiritual life

· receive comfort from this fact if you have lost someone close to you

· be assured of this fact if you are facing an uncertain physical future

· know that living believers have already entered eternal life!
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