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I Will Remain Loyal to God

1. Motivate

What were the toughest tests you had to take when you were in school? Why?
· history – too much memorization, besides … it’s over and done with … who cares?
· essay tests – grading was too subjective

· math – couldn’t do it … my parents were never good at math either
· science – didn’t understand it – some of it had lots of math (see above)
· English – they always change the rules about,  where, commas go

· PE – I could never climb the rope or do 50 pushups … only course I ever got a low grade
2. Transition

Tests in school are for the purpose of telling the teacher a measure of how much you have learned … God doesn’t need that kind of test …  He already knows where you stand
( Today we look at how God does use tests 
3. Bible Study

3.1 Tests Have Godly Purposes
Listen for God’s test and how the people responded to the test.
Exodus 15:22-26 (NIV)  Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea and they went into the Desert of Shur. For three days they traveled in the desert without finding water. [23] When they came to Marah, they could not drink its water because it was bitter. (That is why the place is called Marah.) [24] So the people grumbled against Moses, saying, "What are we to drink?"  [25] Then Moses cried out to the Lord, and the Lord showed him a piece of wood. He threw it into the water, and the water became sweet.  There the Lord made a decree and a law for them, and there he tested them. [26] He said, "If you listen carefully to the voice of the Lord your God and do what is right in his eyes, if you pay attention to his commands and keep all his decrees, I will not bring on you any of the diseases I brought on the Egyptians, for I am the Lord, who heals you." 

List the problems the people were grumbling about?
· three days in the desert without water

· when they did find water it was better

· grumbled against Moses

· asked … What are we supposed to drink??!!

If you were Moses, what might you have thought or said?

· I’m thirsty too

· I’m just a man, what do you want me to do

· At least you’re not still a slave

· You guys left Egypt of your own volition …  now you’ve got to live with your actions and decisions

· Look … God just rescued us a few days ago, don’t you think He can do it now?

What kinds of things do you think God would want the Israelites to be learning in this situation?
· God is powerful

· God is the source of all your needs

· God is in charge, you don’t need to worry and grumble

· you need to learn to depend on God, not on yourselves, not on your leaders

· God worked in your life in the past and He’s not going to drop you now

· The God who loves you will care for you in miraculous ways

· Watch what God will do for you now … remember it for future situations

What evidence do you see that the Israelites passed this test and learned from this situation?  What evidence that they flunked?
	Evidence they passed
	Evidence they flunked

	· they saw what God did
· it was an object lesson to them

· next time they would know
	· grumbling

· they blamed/complained to Moses

· they complained again later


What kinds of tests does God bring our way from time to time?
· we run out of money (instead of water like the Israelites)

· our children are noisy and uncooperative … our patience ends

· a death in the family (expected or not)

· strained relationships

· a car breakdown, an accident

· someone we trusted turns against us

· disappointment concerning what we saw as a great opportunity

How should we react that would be different from how the Israelites responded to those tests?

· realize that God is providing us an opportunity to trust Him

· go to God first, not as a last resort

· when you pray, don’t complain

· instead, praise God for His power, authority, love – and the last time He provided
· tell Him you trust Him to accomplish good things, no matter what

· like the song says, “count your blessings”

· rehearse the situations where God did answer prayer and provide for your need

( Note that it is pretty easy to come up with these “right answers” sitting here on a Sunday morning

( It’s much tougher to do this when you are lying awake at night, wondering where the next mortgage payment is coming from or sitting in the ER with a sick child at 3:00AM
3.2 Tests Reveal Loyalty
Listen for God’s answer to more complaining and grumbling.
Exodus 16:2-4 (NIV)  In the desert the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. [3] The Israelites said to them, "If only we had died by the Lord's hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death."  [4] Then the Lord said to Moses, "I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day and gather enough for that day. In this way I will test them and see whether they will follow my instructions. 

What complaints did the people have this time?
· wish we had died by God’s hand in Egypt

· at least we had meat and “all you could eat”

· now we’re out in the desert

· the whole bunch of us is going to starve to death

This was one month after the incident of the bitter water.  What had they forgotten?

· God provided exactly what they needed when they needed it
· God gave wisdom needed to Moses on that occasion
· God’s power was sufficient before
· God does not lead us into something and then leave us hanging

What was God’s provision for the Israelites?

· I will rain down bread from heaven for you

· go out each day and gather enough for that day

· this is a test to see if you can follow instructions

How does suffering sometimes skew or confuse our perception God’s (non) provision in the situation?

· we tend to focus on the problem

· we do not remember to see God as the solution

· we think the situation is too small for God’s attention (we doubt God’s omniscience and love)

· we think the situation is too big for God to handle (we doubt God’s power)

· we somehow lose the ability to trust God … who He says He is, what He says He can do

What can we do to make our perception agree with the reality of God’s promises?

· you have to know God’s promises

· to know them you must be reading them

· you could write down, journal  your spiritual journey –  “note to self: …”

· then every once in a while (when you are tempted to grumble, complain, doubt), get out the journal and read over the resolution of those situations that God took care of
· tell God how you feel … how your thoughts are wandering to doubt and complaint

· tell Him you know this is wrong but that’s how you feel (our feelings and emotions are not necessarily sinful)

What instructions to be obeyed has God given the church … a test to see if we can obey?

· submit to the convicting, guiding, and enabling power of the Holy Spirit

· go into all the world and preach the gospel, making disciples

· occupy until He comes again

· minister to one another – demonstrating the love of Jesus in our lives
3.3 Tests Show God’s Provision
Listen for God’s way of helping His people remember His provision in the future.
Exodus 16:31-35 (NIV)  The people of Israel called the bread manna. It was white like coriander seed and tasted like wafers made with honey. [32] Moses said, "This is what the Lord has commanded: 'Take an omer of manna and keep it for the generations to come, so they can see the bread I gave you to eat in the desert when I brought you out of Egypt.' "  [33] So Moses said to Aaron, "Take a jar and put an omer of manna in it. Then place it before the Lord to be kept for the generations to come." [34] As the Lord commanded Moses, Aaron put the manna in front of the Testimony, that it might be kept. [35] The Israelites ate manna forty years, until they came to a land that was settled; they ate manna until they reached the border of Canaan. 

Describe the bread that God rained down from heaven.
· called manna (literally “what is it”)

· white 

· like coriander seed

· tasted like wafers made with honey

What were they supposed to do to help future generations know about His provision?

· take an omer (about two quarts)

· save it in a jar

· place it before the Lord to be kept for future generations

· it was to be kept “in front of the Testimony”

Why would this be better than just telling the story to their kids and grandkids

· it is a concrete instance of the real thing

· everyone could actually see it

· it is like an object lesson … 

· gives a  tangible link which makes the real event perceived as real

Suppose you miraculously survived a serious accident … what could you keep to remind you of God’s protecting power?
· news clippings with pictures

· a piece of the car

Suppose God miraculously rescued you from a financial crisis … what could you keep to remind you of God’s provision?

· the last accounting statement marked “Paid in Full” or “Amount due: $0.00”

· a photocopy of the last check sent in payment

· a Xerox of the check which came to enable you to make the last payment

What if a dear relative finally came to Jesus after many years praying … what could you hold onto to remind you of God’s saving power?

· a copy of the baptismal certificate

· the prayer list containing his/her name checked off and the date of the answer to prayer

· a note in your journal – thanking God for His faithfulness and love

4. Application
4.1 God’s grace (blessings they didn’t deserve) was evident during the testing of Israel.  Take some time to list the blessings you have received (undeserved) when you were tested

· financial sufficiency

· close friends who helped

· peace and joy in the midst of turmoil

4.2 Think about how you know your suffering is a test

· might alternatively be a temptation from Satan 
(which God allows for similar reasons … recall Job)

· might be results of your own bad choices … learn to receive God’s forgiveness and depend on His strength next time

4.3 Find something that you can use as the “jar of manna” God specified for the Israelites
· a document marking the end of the event

· a physical remnant of the event

· write up a description of what happened so you can read it next time or for your children and grandchildren to read
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