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Heaven, Not Earth, Is My Home

1. Motivate

What does it take to make a house a home?

· good times together as a family

· “stuff” you’ve collected together over the years

· the presence of loved ones

· memories generated by a particular mark on the floor or ding in a door

· the pictures of people and times that were important in your lives

2. Transition

God intends that we treasure and enjoy our earthly homes and families, but our ultimate home is not here on earth.
( Today we look at the anticipation of making heaven our home.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Treasure in Heaven
Listen for where to make a good investment.

Matthew 6:19-21 (NIV)  "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. [20] But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. [21] For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

What kind of treasures do we store for ourselves here in this life?

· finances

· real estate

· hobby collections (antiques, cars, collectables)

· bank accounts

· retirement funds

According to the passage what kinds of things place these treasures in jeopardy?

· insects eat at them

· they deteriorate, rust

· just because of time, they lose their intrinsic value

· they can be stolen

· the stock market can go down

Why do you think there is the connection between the heart and our treasures?

· note a current popular phrase, “show me the money”

· we spend our money and our time on the things that interest us most

· the way we spend our finances is the evidence of what we truly value in our lives

What kind of “treasures” can we invest towards heaven and God’s Eternal Kingdom?

· ministry activities

· financial donations to ministries

· prayer 

· raising children, guiding grandchildren to serve Jesus

Why are these kinds of investments not in danger as are earthly treasures?

· they are invested in people’s lives

· they are invested in eternal values

· God, Himself, is the one who guarantee’s their safety

· they keep on gaining in value and accomplishing their purpose, even after we are gone

How do you change the direction of your heart’s desires to be able to make those heavenly investments?
· ask God to change your focus – more on eternity, less on temporal issues

· spend more time involved in kingdom ministries, not in feathering your own nest

· spend more time with God … 

· heeding what He says in His Word, 

· talking to Him about your concerns

3.2 Seated in Heaven
Listen for where God has placed us.

Ephes. 2:6-7 (NIV)   And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, [7] in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 

According to this passage, why has Christ raised us up and seated us with Him in heavenly realms?

· so he can show us the incomparable riches of His grace

· so we can see His kindnesses to us in Christ Jesus

What do you think Paul meant by “incomparable riches of His grace”?

· our salvation

· our eternal relationship with God

· the blessings we experience from God here on earth

· the peace we have from God … peace with God, peace with ourselves, peace in relationships
· assurance of God’s provisions and supply

Paul seems to be talking in the present tense … we are seated with Christ in heavenly realms now.  How can that be? In what sense is that true?

· God considers us there in spirit

· we might talk about a “virtual” existence there now and an actual presence there in eternity

· God’s Spirit lives within us now and we are placed in God’s presence

· believers have already experienced those incomparable riches of God’s grace

How does this make any difference in the way I live my daily life?

· recall the song, “this world is not my home, I’m just a-passin’ through”

· we don’t grasp the material and earthly elements of our lives quite so tightly

· I will get less worked up about earthly, worldly issues

· I will focus more on eternal issues
3.3 Citizenship in Heaven
Listen for two different categories of people.

Philip. 3:18-4:1 (NIV)   For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. [19] Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. [20] But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, [21] who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.   [4:1] Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should stand firm in the Lord, dear friends! 

The two categories are 

· enemies of the cross

· the believers in Philippi 

Contrast these two groups … what are some of the characteristics of each?

	Enemies of the cross
	Believers

	· destiny is destruction

· their God is their stomach

· their glory is in shame

· mind on earthly things
	· citizenship in heaven

· eagerly await a Savior from heaven (the Lord Jesus Christ)

· anticipate the transformation of our bodies to be like His


What can we do to demonstrate our heavenly citizenship and not have our minds on earthly things?

· depend on what we fill our minds with

· depends on how we spend our time

· depends on how we are using our resources

· depends on our involvement in the kingdom/rule of God

When we are actually in heaven, how do you think we will spend our time and energies?

· praising God

· worshiping Him

· being creative (we are still in His image)

· serving God

( If our citizenship is in heaven now, we need to be involved in those same activities now
3.4 Longing for Heaven
Hebrews 11 is the chapter which lists many heroes of faith.  Listen for what happened to some of them.

Hebrews 11:13-16 (NIV)   All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth. [14] People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own. [15] If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. [16] Instead, they were longing for a better country--a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.

What was the fate of some of these heroes of faith?

· still living by faith when they died

· did not receive things promised

· saw them on ahead in the distance (not in this life)

What kinds of things do we trust the Lord for but might not see happen while we are still in this life?

· salvation of certain friends and family we are currently praying for

· changes in our country’s policies on issues such as abortion

· peace in certain areas of the world

· the growth and advancement of a certain church

What does this passage say about their conclusions of not really belonging to this earth, rather belonging in heaven?

· looking for a country different from their own

· did not think or focus on the country in which they currently lived

· looking for a better country, a heavenly one

In what concrete ways can we demonstrate the truth that we are “aliens and strangers” on earth?

· how we spend our time

· who we associate closely with, who we choose as our friends

· how we spend our resources

4. Application
4.1 Use the diagnostic tool, Am I investing in Eternity as provided for students

· suggest that your class members take this home and use it as a devotional exercise this week

· ask them to pray over it carefully

4.2 This week look for opportunities to be generous

· in your family

· with your time

· with your other resources to people in need

4.3 Timothy said we should be “rich in good deeds”

· look for places where you can do an unsolicited good deed for someone

· help your wife with the housework without being asked

· make that favorite dessert, even if it’s not a special occasion

· offer to help a co-worker with a task

4.4 Evaluate where you are storing your treasures
· consider heavenly investments

· remember that the returns are eternal and guaranteed by God Himself

· if you’ve never tithed before give it a try for a month … experience God’s supply when you honor Him this way
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