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Handling Success Successfully

1. Motivate

In what ways is pride a good thing or a bad thing?

	Pride can be good when …
	Pride can be bad when …

	· you learn to do things well, not sloppy
· it motivates you to excel

· you get to enjoy the feeling of a job well done
	· you get your “nose in the air”
· you think you are better than everyone else

· you take credit for what you didn’t do


2. Transition

Today we look at an unusual first hand account of a pagan king … he admits his pride and tells the story of what happened because of it.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Premonition
Listen for what created a sudden change in Nebuchadnezzar’s state of mind.
Daniel 4:4-5 (NLT)  I, Nebuchadnezzar, was living in my palace in comfort and prosperity. [5] But one night I had a dream that greatly frightened me; I saw visions that terrified me as I lay in my bed. 

What words describe things the king had to be proud about?
· living in my palace

· in comfort (at ease)

· in prosperity (flourishing)

What makes people think they have arrived in today’s world?

· achieved a certain position in their job

· made a certain amount of money

· become the best or become first place in some area of endeavor

· acquired a certain collection of material goods (house, car, boat, etc.)

What upset Nebuchadnezzar’s feelings of ease and prosperity?

· had a dream

· greatly frightened him

· saw visions that terrified him

( Remember from last week that dreams were considered messages from the gods.

When is fear a good thing?

· when it changes the wrong direction of your life

· when it warns you of danger

· when it gives you an adrenaline rush and enables you for fight or flight

( Nebuchadnezzar needed to be shaken
· out of his complacency

· out of self-sufficient ease

What kinds of things does God use to shake us out of complacency, self-sufficiency?

· could be a dream … like the king

· could be a financial reversal

· an illness or a car accident

· even something that happens to someone close to us

3.2 Pride
Daniel interpreted the dream and the king was urged to repent … listen for whether or not he did so.
Daniel 4:28-30 (NLT)  But all these things did happen to King Nebuchadnezzar. [29] Twelve months later, he was taking a walk on the flat roof of the royal palace in Babylon. [30] As he looked out across the city, he said, 'Just look at this great city of Babylon! I, by my own mighty power, have built this beautiful city as my royal residence and as an expression of my royal splendor.' 

Of what things was the king very proud?
· royal palace, residence

· great city, beautiful city

· his mighty power

· royal splendor

Obviously he had not repented of a prideful attitude.  This is 12 months later – why do you think God’s judgment was delayed?

· God is long suffering

· wants to give people a chance to process their need in their own minds and hearts

· when judgment comes, people do not have an excuse

· they will know they are guilty and deserve judgment

What kept Nebuchadnezzar (what keeps us) from taking God’s warnings seriously?

· after a while nothing happens

· maybe God was just bluffing (we often do this with our kids)

· maybe God was exaggerating … “I’ve done a lot of good things for my people”

· the warning was troubling and he repressed it – we don’t like to dwell on bad memories

Consider that it is possible to enjoy our accomplishments while maintaining a proper perspective toward God
· to deny the good accomplishments (to deny compliments) is self-deprecation (an inverted form of pride or effort to impress people with our humility)

· recognize your good accomplishments
· acknowledge God as your enabler to achieve

3.3 Punishment
Listen for the specific things God said would happen to Nebuchadnezzar.
Daniel 4:31-33 (NLT) "While he was still speaking these words, a voice called down from heaven, 'O King Nebuchadnezzar, this message is for you! You are no longer ruler of this kingdom. [32] You will be driven from human society. You will live in the fields with the wild animals, and you will eat grass like a cow. Seven periods of time will pass while you live this way, until you learn that the Most High rules over the kingdoms of the world and gives them to anyone he chooses.' [33]    "That very same hour the prophecy was fulfilled, and Nebuchadnezzar was driven from human society. He ate grass like a cow, and he was drenched with the dew of heaven. He lived this way until his hair was as long as eagles' feathers and his nails were like birds' claws. 

What were the specific judgments God pronounced?
· you are no longer ruler of this kingdom

· you will be driven from human society

· you will live in the fields with wild animals, eat grass like a cow

· this will last for 7 “periods of time” (months? years?)

When would the punishment end?

· after 7 periods of time

· when you learn that the Most High rules over kingdoms

· when you learn that it is Jehovah who gives kingdoms to whom He chooses

What are some warning signs to determine if we are becoming too proud?

· constantly looking at my own accomplishments
· expecting (demanding) recognition for the “great things” I’ve done

· figuratively patting yourself on the back for your great efforts

· always talking about oneself

In what ways should God’s humbling of the proud be a warning to us?  A comfort?

	Warning
	Comfort

	· don’t get a big head about your accomplishments

· give credit where it is due … God

· don’t ignore God’s  convicting Holy Spirit
	· there’s a lot of proud people around
· they seem to flaunt God

· recall Galatians 6:7 (NIV) Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.
· The proud who lord it over others now will one day learn who is really Lord

· everyone will one day bow down before God and acknowledge His greatness


Remember Proverbs 16:18 (NLT)   Pride goes before destruction, and haughtiness before a fall. 

Note also … it is a symptom of my own pride to relish and gossip about the downfall of others (implying that I am living righteously even though they are not)
3.4 Praise
Listen for what led to the return of Nebuchadnezzar’s sanity?
Daniel 4:34-37 (NLT)  "After this time had passed, I, Nebuchadnezzar, looked up to heaven. My sanity returned, and I praised and worshiped the Most High and honored the one who lives forever.   His rule is everlasting,  and his kingdom is eternal.   [35] All the people of the earth  are nothing compared to him.  He has the power to do as he pleases  among the angels of heaven  and with those who live on earth.  No one can stop him or challenge him,  saying, 'What do you mean by doing these things?'   [36] "When my sanity returned to me, so did my honor and glory and kingdom. My advisers and officers sought me out, and I was reestablished as head of my kingdom, with even greater honor than before.  [37] "Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and glorify and honor the King of heaven. All his acts are just and true, and he is able to humble those who are proud."  

What do you think is implied in the phrase “I looked up to heaven”?

· took his eyes off himself and his own accomplishments

· realized his own self centeredness and repented of it

· began to realize

· Who God is

· God’s power and authority

What happened when the insane king finally looked up to heaven?
· sanity returned

· praised and worshiped the Most High

· honored the One who lives for ever

How did he honor and worship God?  What specific words did he declare about God?

· His rule is everlasting, His kingdom eternal

· all the people of the earth are nothing compared to Him

· He has power to do as He pleases in heaven and on earth

· no one can stop, challenge Him

By what actions and activities do we declare these same Truths?

· read, study, apply what God says

· meditate on His greatness … this will help you see your own smallness and inadequacy 

· submit to His authority in your life (tell Him so)

· learn to trust Him – His power, authority to accomplish what He pleases

· daily tell Him of your awe, your dependence

· live in such a way before others that your submission and trust and praise is obvious
Nebuchadnezzar had been one proud king … why after all of that do you think God restored both his kingdom and his sanity?
· Consider 1 John 1:9 (NIV)  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

· God would rather redeem us from slavery to sin than clobber us, punish us

· God receives more glory from changing our lives than from destroying them (even though we deserve the latter)
4. Application
4.1 Ask God to show you areas of your life where you are proud just like Nebuchadnezzar
· your tendency is to think “look what I’ve done”

· you contrast yourself to people who have not accomplished similar things

4.2 Consider ways in which God could be (or maybe already has been) using events in your life to humble you – to bring you into realization of your pride

· a family crisis

· something that sidelines you from work or social actives
4.3 Consider God’s mercy

· be thankful that God only disciplines when He is totally justified to destroy the proud person

· thank Him that He is merciful to sinners (that’s you)

4.4 Know that healing and restoration begin when you humble yourself and look to heaven

· this involves confessing – agreeing with God on your sinful actions and attitudes

· it involves repentance – turning away from your sinfulness and turning to God

· it involves looking to Him as the ultimate authority in your life
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