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Good News for All Cultures



1. Motivate

What would be some challenges that missionaries might experience in telling people of various cultures about Jesus?

· language

· the idea of a single God (monotheism)

· who is the correct person to first talk to in a family or village

· what is the correct way to sit (in some cultures NOT with the bottom of your foot towards them)

· how do you point (your hand, your chin, ?) – do it wrong and it is an impolite gesture

· The US gesture for hitchhiking (with the extended thumb) is an obscene gesture in some cultures

· is the food OK to eat?  can my stomach handle it?

· how do you use what they call a toilet

· what parts of their celebrations/music are pagan, what parts are just fun?

· how do you get deacons for the newly formed church when most or all the new believers have multiple wives?

· how do you interact with the local spiritual leader (witch doctor, etc.)

· if there is local law against converting  or proselytizing nationals, do you take the chance (civil disobedience) and pursue them anyway?

· who runs the family – mother? father? grandmother? grandfather?

· we believe that becoming a believer is an individual decision – what if the whole village decides to convert?

· you tell them that your canned food has pictures of what the food is – then they see a jar of Gerber’s baby food – how do you explain that?

· they think pictures of someone steals their soul – you happen to show pictures of someone from their village that has since died

2. Transition

( What about telling your neighbors who happen to be of different ethnic or cultural backgrounds?

· limited language ability in English

· entrenched family traditions from the “old country”

· fear of loss of identity if they embrace a different religion

( Today we look at ways to be a witness to people who are culturally different than you 

3. Bible Study

3.1 Spiritual Sensitivity

Listen for differences in cultures between these two men whom God brings together.

Acts 8:26-29 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road--the desert road--that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza."  [27] So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship,  [28] and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet.  [29] The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it."  

What differences do you see between Philip and the Ethiopian official?

	Philip
	Ethiopian Eunuch

	· Jewish believer

· pretty much a commoner

· knows the scriptures

· had been with Jesus

· walking
	· apparently a God fearer

· but still a Gentile

· a foreigner, Ethiopia

· an important official

· could not be a Jewish proselyte because of having been made a eunuch

· did not know meaning of scriptures

· riding in a chariot


Which of these could have been obstacles to Philip’s witnessing efforts?

· Jew vs. Gentile

· economic gap

· commoner vs. official

· language

What evidence do we see in the passage that would tell us about the spiritual sensitivity of Philip?

· obeyed God, no argument

· left a thriving evangelistic campaign to go to a desert road out in the middle of nowhere

· ready to immediately approach a gentile (contrast to Peter who required a vision with multiple instant replays)

What lessons can we learn from Philip’s actions and attitudes?

· obedient to God

· ready to witness when God provides the opportunity

· looking for those opportunities, not waiting until they hit us in the face

What do these verses tell us about God's plan for all people to hear the Gospel?

· In both this lesson and a previous week’s lesson we see God almost immediately directing the apostles to take the Gospel to other cultures

· God specifically directed his evangelists out of their Jewish-Christian mindset

· He used supernatural means initially

· God's intent is the same today!!  All nationalities and cultures are meant to hear and embrace the Savior

3.2 Scriptural Explanation

Listen for how God had prepared the way for Philip’s witness.

Acts 8:30-35 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip asked.  [31] "How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.  [32] The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture:  "He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth.  [33]  In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.  Who can speak of his descendants?         For his life was taken from the earth."  [34] The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?"  [35] Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.  

What is the passage that the Ethiopian was reading?    ( Isaiah 53

What does it say/imply about Jesus?

· He would die

· He was referred to as a Lamb

· He was unjustly executed

· He had no physical descendants but multitudes of spiritual descendants

How was this a perfect setup for Philip to communicate the Gospel message?

· the man was reading about Jesus and didn’t even know it

· this was OT scripture that specifically talked about Jesus 

· he wanted to know what it meant

· Philip knew the scripture, knew about Jesus, was able to make the connection for the  Ethiopian – talk about an open door!!

What does the story imply about how believers need to be prepared to lead people to Jesus?

· we need a certain amount of knowledge about the Scriptures

· we need to be able to answer basic questions

· we need to be willing to admit when we don’t know 

· and also be willing to expend effort at finding out

What are evidences you would look for that indicate a person is interested in spiritual matters?

· they ask a question that basically has a spiritual answer

· they express an attitude of being at the end of their own resources (emotionally, spiritually)

· they declare, “I have no where to turn with this problem”

· they ask “how do you handle …” or “what would you do in this situation?”

· they say they prayed or “asked God” about something but are still puzzled

· they respond positively to a probing question you might ask 

· when you offer to pray for a particular problem they have, they respond positively

3.3 Significant Question

Listen for evidence of what must have been part of their conversation that has not been recorded.

Acts 8:36-38 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?"  37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.   [38] And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him.  

Why do you think the Ethiopian questioned, “why shouldn’t I be baptized?”

· Philip had told him about believer’s baptism

· Note that because he was a eunuch, he could not become a Jew, so he was curious whether or not he could become a full fledged Christian

Why is verse 37 not included in some translations?

· it is not found in earliest and most authentic copies of NT

· thus it appears to have been added by copiers

If it was added by copiers, what does it at least tell us?

· tells us of early church practice

· it may tell us of what Philip may have reported to others of their conversation and Luke either did not know or did not originally record

· tells us that early in church history public confession of Christ was the requirement for baptism

How would you describe the meaning of baptism to a person of another culture?  (Remember, you have grown up seeing baptisms all your church life – it is considered the acceptable, even expected, thing to do in most Protestant denominations)

· it is a public demonstration of embracing the Truth of Christianity

· it is a picture of what Christ did – death, burial, resurrection

· it signifies that the believer was placed into that experience (Romans 6:3-4 Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  [4] We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  

· In pagan cultures it is the final step in declaring to family and friends that you have decided to “walk the Jesus road”

( Note – here is another situation where crossing a cultural barrier with the salvation message must have adequate basis of

· both what the person is to do and 

·  (maybe more importantly) why they should do it

3.4 Spiritual Transformation

Listen for evidence of the Ethiopian’s response to his conversion.

Acts 8:39-40 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.  [40] Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.  

What does this passage say about the Ethiopian’s response to his conversion?

· he went on his way

· he went rejoicing

How do you suppose he described the changes in his life after he became a believer?

· he understood meaning in life

· he had a new joy

· he knew that he was forgiven for his sinfulness

· he told about the scripture he had read and how God had brought someone to explain it

· he explained the same passage to others

What impact on missions do you think can occur when international visitors to America become believers while they are here?

· they return to home countries as changed people

· they know the language and the culture

· they are more credible witnesses than someone from outside the culture

( The implication is the we must be the ones who reach out to them – across cultural barriers 

( It is God's plan that believers tell lost people the good news about Jesus, regardless of their cultural differences.

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 What contact do you have with people who are culturally different from yourself?

· neighbors

· people you work with

· people who run businesses you frequent

( get to know them and ask God for opportunities to cross that culture barrier with the Good News

4.2 Be ready to share the Good News

· avail yourself of training in soul winning (FAITH, Evangelism Explosion, Campus Crusade materials, etc.)

· study God's word daily and apply it to your own life

· then when someone has a question, you have a basis for what God's Truths have meant to you

4.3 Pray for foreign nationals who return to their countries with new found faith in Christ

· their witness, their burden for their own countrymen, their safety
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