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God Values Human Life



1. Motivate

What members of our society, our world are most in danger from people who have little regard for the sanctity of life?
· unborn, unwanted babies

· poor people

· homeless people

· to terrorists, the victims of their terrorism

· victims of abuse (emotional, physical, verbal)
· large businesses may put profits ahead of sanctity of life

· some politicians may put their power and job security ahead of sanctity of life 

2. Transition

 Today we look at how God values human life 

· He challenges us to embrace His truth about life

· He says this to us regardless of our failures to do so in the past
3. Bible Study

3.1 Embrace Life's Value
Listen for when you think David believed that his life began.
Psalm 139:13-16 (NIV) For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. [14]  I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;        your works are wonderful, I know that full well. [15] My frame was not hidden from you         when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, [16] your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.

What things do you learn about God from this passage?  What things do you learn about yourself?

	Things about God
	Things about Yourself

	· created my innermost being

· knitted me together

· God's works are wonderful

· Saw my unformed body

· sees my days, before they start
	· fearfully and wonderfully made

· my unformed body seen by God

· I am unique in remarkable ways

· my days are known by God before they even start


What do you think David meant about being "unique in remarkable ways?"

· our unique differences

· we are not cloned, not carbon copies

· God is infinitely creative

· God created us the way we are

· God likes us the way we are  (Recall Mr. Roger's "I like you just the way you are") 

What has our society lost in devaluing human life?

· lost potential great people by aborting babies

· lost the sense of how important God values life – he sacrificed His life for us

· lower our attitudes about our own worth

· lower attitudes about potential of children we do have … in some families children are seen as a liability rather than the promise or possibility that God intends

· increases attitudes of selfishness, reduces selflessness

How can believers today embrace life's value in a world that devalues life?

· pray faithfully for children, grandchildren

· pray for those tempted to abort an unwanted child

· pray for those who have done so, that they will know God's forgiveness

· be involved in reaching out with the Gospel to people who do not have spiritual life

3.2 Anticipate Temptation
Listen for the steps of David's downfall.
2 Samuel 11:1-5 (NIV)   In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king's men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem. [2] One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, [3] and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, "Isn't this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite?" [4] Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. (She had purified herself from her uncleanness.) Then she went back home. [5] The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, "I am pregnant." 
What progression of steps do you see that lead to David's sins?
· may have not gone off with his troops like he should have

· when he saw the woman bathing, he continued to watch as a voyeur

· he pursued information about her
· then he sent for her and committed adultery with her

David was tempted … why should we anticipate temptations?
· we are still human … we still live in our mortal bodies

· Satan repeatedly tries to get us off track spiritually

Agree or disagree?    … "To be tempted is to sin"

	Agree
	Disagree

	· if you were living right, you wouldn't be tempted

· once you are a real Christian you shouldn't have tempting thoughts or  be in tempting situations
	· even Jesus was tempted

· it is not the temptation that was wrong

· it is yielding to the temptation


What news should have stopped David from succumbing to his temptation?

· David shouldn't be peeking at neighbors in their bath

· when he found out this was a married lady

How can we anticipate temptations and stop ourselves from succumbing to temptations?
· know that you are not immune

· don't put yourself in situations where you know you could be tempted

· flee temptations – run the other way (sometimes literally)

· continually ask for, receive God's help

3.3 Acknowledge Sin's Consequences
Listen for how David tried to cover up his sins.
2 Samuel 11:14-17 (NIV)   In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. [15] In it he wrote, "Put Uriah in the front line where the fighting is fiercest. Then withdraw from him so he will be struck down and die." [16] So while Joab had the city under siege, he put Uriah at a place where he knew the strongest defenders were. [17] When the men of the city came out and fought against Joab, some of the men in David's army fell; moreover, Uriah the Hittite died. … 12:5 (NIV)   David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, "As surely as the Lord lives, the man who did this deserves to die! 

How did his efforts to cover things up further complicate matters?

· Uriah did not cooperate according to David's cover up plan

· David had to go further and actually get him killed

· David did not do the actual killing but he ordered it

· Now he also has Joab involved in the murder – palace intrigue and politics abound

What should David have done when he found out Bathsheba's pregnancy?
· confess it openly

· bring home Uriah and admit it to him

· give Uriah leave from army service

· repent of his sin

· possibly make some sort of restitution

What is the danger of trying to cover one sin with another sin?

· probably won't work

· will make things worse, more complicated
· results in more sins
Why is it difficult to acknowledge our sin?
· we are ashamed

· we feel separated from God

· we hate to admit we are wrong

· we feel separated from the person we have wronged

· we don't want people to think we are sinners
How did God convince David of his sinfulness?
· sent Nathan with a story

· David saw the sin of the person in the story

· Nathan made the connection for David – "you are the man!"
3.4 Experience God's Forgiveness

Listen for whom David admits sinning against.
2 Samuel 12:13 (NIV)   Then David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the Lord. "Nathan replied, "The Lord has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. 

What is the "road" that takes us from sin to forgiveness and freedom from guilt?





What are some other "roads" that people try to take that do not lead to forgiveness and freedom from guilt?

· ignore the situation

· cover it up

· try to make up for it with some other deed

· hope it goes away

· use some other event to distract people's attention from the reality of the sin

· making excuses

· denying the guilt

· blame others or extenuating circumstances

What does forgiveness remove?

· the guilt

· the separation from God

· eternal damnation

What does forgiveness not always remove?

· short term circumstances

· long term circumstances

· there is a sowing and reaping principle … the sins that you sow, you end up reaping negative results sometimes

What is the relationship between forgiveness and spiritual and emotional well-being?

· cannot have spiritual well being without acquiring forgiveness

· even though you suffer some of the circumstances of sin, emotionally you are far better off knowing you are forgiven

Bill Bright of Campus Crusade used to talk of "spiritual breathing".  When you fail the Lord and sin

· breath out your confession – agreeing with God that it is sin

· breath in His forgiveness and His power to live a victorious life the next time a temptation occurs

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 From Psalm 13, be reminded of God's creation in the conception of a new life
· pray for those who are tempted to end the life of a baby

· pray for those who have done so … that they may experience God's forgiveness

· we cannot legislate morality, but pray for our political leaders and judges that they may do the right thing

4.2 God's people need to avoid situations where temptation can occur

· be where God wants you to be

· flee situations where you find temptation

· be warned away from succumbing to temptations by the potentially devastating circumstances (even though forgiveness and freedom from guilt is available)

4.3 Know that God wants people to acknowledge sin, not cover it up

· learn the practice of spiritual breathing

· breath out confession

· breath in God's forgiveness, God's strength

· remember that forgiveness is not cheap … it is costly to the one who forgives

· Thank God for His forgiveness
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