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God Owns Everything, I’m His Money Manager

1. Motivate

Consider your ownership of a car … what are some positive and negative things about that ownership?
	Positive aspects of car ownership
	Negative aspects of car ownership

	· transportation

· enjoyment of a nice car

· enough space to haul the kids

· comfort on a long trip

· the right car impresses the neighbors
	· gas prices

· insurance

· making the payments

· possible dangers on the road, crazy drivers


2. Transition

Our culture has these kinds of feelings about ownership
· we need to separate that cultural view from the biblical view

· today we look at the reality of who owns what

3. Bible Study

3.1 Wealth Comes from God
Listen for facts we learn about God in this passage
1 Chron. 29:11-13 (NIV) Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. [12] Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. [13] Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name.

What does this passage tell us about God?

· His greatness, power, glory, majesty, splendor

· everything in heaven and earth belongs to God

· God rules … it is His kingdom, He is the exalted head

· wealth and honor come from God

· He has the capability to give strength and power to anyone He desires

· He deserves our thanksgiving and praise

Name some people in our country who have great wealth?

· Bill Gates, Sam Walton’s heirs
· some movie stars

· some sports figures 

· musical personalities

· business personalities (Donald Trump)
If they were asked about why they are worth so much money, what are some answers you might expect?

· worked hard

· good luck

· in the right place at the right time

· they deserve it because of their skills

· people are dumb enough to pay me

If we were truthful, we might feel the same way about our financial worth.  

( According to this passage their (and our) wealth and great worth was given (loaned?)  to them by God. 

We need to remind ourselves to be thankful and not prideful.   Consider the practice of one lady to help her realize God’s ownership deep in her heart. 

· She says out loud how God owns each particular thing in her life.

· She might say, "I'm in God’s house, sitting here on God’s chair, writing with God’s computer and looking out God’s window at God’s garden."

· She imagines God smiling down on the garden, sniffing a red rose, sending a hummingbird along to drink some nectar.

· When she talks like this, she feels refreshed. It seems much more special to live in God’s house than her  house. 

3.2 God Owns All Things
Name some different kinds of bills you must pay.

· utility (phone, electric, gas, water)

· house payment

· medical bills

· car payments

· schooling

What kinds of claims do you have where someone must pay you?

· consulting work

· your job

· an insurance claim

Listen for who owes whom in this passage.
Job 41:11 (NIV)  Who has a claim against me that I must pay?   Everything under heaven belongs to me.   . . .  Psalm 24:1-2 (NIV)  The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it;  [2] for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the waters.

According to this passage, why can you NOT ever say to God, “You owe me”?

· God is the owner of everything

· the earth, the heavens

· all living creatures

· He created it out of nothing

Why might Job be tempted to make the claim to God, “You owe me”?

· He thought God had taken it all away

· He was a wealthy man and God had allowed that wealth to disappear in a few hours

How about people today?  Why would someone claim God owes them?

· they think they’ve been good and deserve a reward

· maybe a similar experience as Job

· they worked hard and lost it through no fault of their own

According to these passages, instead of claiming God owes me, how should I be responding to who God is no matter what my situation?

· We do as David instructed

· we give Him thanks, 
· and praise His glorious name.

3.3 God’s Resources Provide All Our Needs
God’s prophetic message here is about rebuilding the temple.  Listen for what He promises.

Haggai 2:6-9 (NIV)  "This is what the Lord Almighty says: 'In a little while I will once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land. [7] I will shake all nations, and the desired of all nations will come, and I will fill this house with glory,' says the Lord Almighty. [8] 'The silver is mine and the gold is mine,' declares the Lord Almighty. [9] 'The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house,' says the Lord Almighty. 'And in this place I will grant peace,' declares the Lord Almighty."

When you need money quickly, what sources do you usually think of?

· ATM machine

· savings or checking account

· sell off a Certificate of Deposit

· ask your parents (or your kids)

What events can cause you to worry about finances?

· sudden health crisis

· loss of a job

· sudden problem with the house or the car

· kids need new clothes or something for school

Haggai is describing God’s response to the need of exiled Israelites returning to build the temple.  What does God promise to do?

· shake the heavens and earth and sea and dry land

· fill the new temple with glory

· provide the cash – all financial resources really belong to God
· make the new temple greater than the former

For each of the financial worries we listed above … know this

· we need NOT fret and worry

· we must not hurry-scurry around and try to find our own solution

· all financial resources belong to God

· He will provide

3.4 We Are the Money Managers, God is the Owner
Listen for the master’s response to the servants’ activities during his absence.

Matthew 25:14-30 (NLT)  "Again, the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a trip. He called together his servants and gave them money to invest for him while he was gone. [15] He gave five bags of gold to one, two bags of gold to another, and one bag of gold to the last—dividing it in proportion to their abilities …    [19] "After a long time their master returned from his trip and called them to give an account of how they had used his money. [20] The servant to whom he had entrusted the five bags of gold said, 'Sir, you gave me five bags of gold to invest, and I have doubled the amount.' [21] The master was full of praise. 'Well done, my good and faithful servant. [22] "Next came the servant who had received the two bags of gold, … [23] The master said, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant    [24] "Then the servant with the one bag of gold came and said, …  [25] I was afraid I would lose your money, so I hid it in the earth and here it is.' [26] "But the master replied, 'You wicked and lazy servant! you should at least have put my money into the bank so I could have some interest. 
What was expected of the servant/stewards?

· invest the money

· use it wisely to accomplish something for the master

· don’t lose it … don’t blow it on foolish purchases

What happened to the servant/stewards who invested and showed a return?

· Master said, “well done, my good and faithful servant”

· invited him to celebrate

· declared the man would receive even more responsibilities

What happened to the “wicked and lazy” servant?

· his portion was taken away from him and given it to a wiser servant

· thrown into outer darkness (separate from everyone)

· weeping and gnashing are promised

What resources has God entrusted with us to manage?

· our finances

· our skills

· our time

· our physical and emotional strength and energy

· our spiritual gifts

Remember that these things belong to God … 

( He has left them with us to invest and bring an increase

Why/how are we tempted to act like the servant who buried his bag of gold?

· laziness, inertia

· we think we have nothing to contribute

· selfishness, greediness with our finances

· poor management of our resources (time, finances)

What kinds of investments does He intend for us to make with His resources?

· give of finances to kingdom ministries

· invest our time and skills in the Great Commission – taking the Gospel message to people who have never heard

· use our spiritual gifts to minister to members of the Body of Christ, the Church
4. Application

4.1 In a society laden with shopping channels and outlet malls changing our thinking about material possessions will require effort
· We alone cannot change ourselves

· But God will gladly changes us as w renew our minds by meditating on the Truth of His Word – consider reading and meditating on 1 Chron. 29:11-13 each day this week
· Practice using “The Lord’s” instead of “my” or “mine”
· acknowledge God’s ownership each time you make a purchase

4.2  If I really believe God is the owner of all that has been entrusted to me, shouldn’t I frequently ask Him, “What do you want me to do with your money and your possessions?”

· consider taking a sum of money beyond your tithe (say $5 or $10) and ask God to guide you in choosing a way to make a spiritual investment

· buy a meal for a street person and talk to them about Christ

· purchase a book to give to a neighbor who needs encouragement

· buy flowers and take to a shut-in

4.3 Consider how God (the owner) would evaluate your current performance as His money manager 

· List the resources He has placed in your hands (money, time, skills)

· On a scale of 1 to 10 (1 = doing what I want with this resource, 10 = doing what God wants with this resource) evaluate your management of each resource

· Ask God to guide you, to motivate, to enable you to improve those ratings
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