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God Is Awesome!

1. Motivate

What is the most beautiful scene or landscape you remembering seeing?
· the Grand Canyon

· sunset over the ocean

· a mountain vista

· the skyline of a city at night
· hiking in the mountains

· a pristine beach in the Caribbean

· a beautiful waterfalls
2. Transition

Today ( we focus on the praise we should give the awesome creator of all these beautiful natural scenes …
We study God as He is described in Psalm 104

3. Bible Study

3.1 Awesome Creator
Listen for words and phrases the psalmist used to describe God’s greatness.
Psalm 104:1-5 (NIV) Praise the Lord, O my soul.   O Lord my God, you are very great;        you are clothed with splendor and majesty.  [2] He wraps himself in light as with a garment; he stretches out the heavens like a tent [3] and lays the beams of his upper chambers on their waters.  He makes the clouds his chariot and rides on the wings of the wind.  [4] He makes winds his messengers, flames of fire his servants.  [5] He set the earth on its foundations; it can never be moved. 

How is God described or pictured?
	Appearance
	Deeds

	· you are very great

· clothed with splendor and majesty

· wrapped in light as with a garment
	· stretches out heavens like a tent

· lays beams of his upper chambers on their waters

· makes clouds his chariot

· rides on wings of wind

· winds are his messengers

· flames of fire his servants

· set earth on foundations (unmovable)


What comparisons or similarities do you see with Genesis 1?  
· God created light
· foundations of the world (firmament) 

· clouds mentioned

· separation of water and land on the earth

· God’s greatness in the capability to create something out of nothing

How would you have felt to have had a 6 day grandstand seat to watch all of Genesis 1 happening?  What part would you most have liked to see?
· amazed

· in awe

· fascinated

· cannot wait to see what happens next

· creation of the animals

· to watch the sequence

· to see something appear out of nothing

At the beginning of the class we listed scenes that had impressed us with their beauty.

( Consider that we have had opportunity to see God’s creation …

· in one sense not as it happened

· in another sense, some of what we marvel at such as sunsets or beautiful fall leaves happen anew each day or each year

How can we reflect this sense of awe in our worship?

· often the lyrics of a song reflect these feelings

· meditate, think about the meaning of the words 
· instead of being intent on harmonizing or impressing folks around you with the beauty of your voice

· think about descriptions of God’s character from Psalms or other scripture readings

How can we use our experiences of awe  to share our faith with others?

· share your marvel about God’s creativity

· steer the conversation to the source of the beauty you are seeing in nature

· note the power of nature (hurricanes, blizzards, tornados, wind, the oceans) and how they can be terrible, but are minor compared to God’s power

· note the intricate detail and engineering of a wise creator God when you see various life forms and their capabilities

( We can share with others how this powerful and creative God wants a personal relationship with every individual
3.2 Awesome Provider
What are the top three things you think a person needs to survive?

· food & water

· shelter

· clothes for protection, warmth, modesty

· meaningful activity

Listen for ways that God provides for both humans and other life forms.
Psalm 104:13-15 (NIV) He waters the mountains from his upper chambers;  the earth is satisfied by the fruit of his work.[14] He makes grass grow for the cattle, and plants for man to cultivate-- bringing forth food from the earth: [15] wine that gladdens the heart of man, oil to make his face shine, and bread that sustains his heart. 

What does God provide for men?

· plants to cultivate

· food, bread to sustain
· wine to gladden the heart

· oil to make the face glow

What difference does knowing that God is our provider make in the way we face each day?  How does dependence on God’s provision change the way we face financial or material crises?
· if God has the power to create it then He will have no trouble getting it to me

· God is faithful, man is not, we can depend on Him

· He knows just how much I need … beyond that He wants to “gladden the heart”

· God is sufficient … he does not run out of resources
· other people don’t know what I’m going through, God does

· God wants us to come to Him  … consider Psalm 50:14-15 (NLT)    What I want instead is your true thanks to God;  I want you to fulfill your vows to the Most High.  [15] Trust me in your times of trouble, and I will rescue you, and you will give me glory.
Why should we reflect on God’s provision each day?
· otherwise we tend to thing that we have done our own providing

· we tend to forget about our awesome Provider

· we learn to be able to depend on Him more

· our realization of His sufficiency, His power, His authority is increased

· meditating on these things is a form of worship

· we begin to see God’s sufficiency for more than just our own needs

· if we focus on our own resources we become overwhelmed with how insufficient our paltry resources really are
What are some ways in your life in which God has been your awesome provider?
· provided a job
· met financial needs

· met physical needs

· provided wisdom in decisions

· brought someone across my path that had just the right words to say

· provided encouragement when down

· provided a friend when you really needed one

3.3 Awesome Sustainer
Listen for how God’s wisdom is revealed in His creation.


Psalm 104:24 (NIV)  How many are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you made them all;  the earth is full of your creatures.  … [27]These all look to you to give them their food at the proper time. [28] When you give it to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are satisfied with good things. [29] When you hide your face, they are terrified; when you take away their breath, they die and return to the dust. [30] When you send your Spirit,  they are created,  and you renew the face of the earth.
What ongoing actions of God are enumerated in these verses?
· God made the creatures

· God gives them food at the right time

· They gather it as from God’s hand

· they are satisfied by the good things God provides

· at times, God seems to hide Himself from us

· eventually God “takes away .. breath”, bringing death 

· God “sends breath”, giving new life

· God gives renewal to His creation, to the earth

Note which of the above demonstrate wisdom

· food given at the right time

· knows what we need to satisfy us

· knows when and how we need to learn to depend on Him by “hiding” Himself

What other demonstrations of God’s wisdom can you think of?

· how the laws of nature all work together, the balance of the ecosystem

· how God communicates to us

· how God uses us to communicate His Truth to others … didn’t use angels, gave us the Great Commission

· the depth of Truth found in Scripture …how it was initially given to men and was maintained accurately down through the ages

What areas in our lives do we need to learn to depend more on God’s sustaining power?

· power to live a righteous life

· help us finish some task we start

· help us keep with a commitment (to Him, to a spouse, to ourselves)

· to see us through a down time (physically, financially)

· to help us to get past failures and go on in victorious living

What advice would you give to someone who admits to you that their needs are not being provided for … they are not being sustained?

· throw yourself on God’s mercy

· have they told God their needs?   Yes, He knows, but He wants us to come to him in faith

· are they in some attitude of rebellion, rejecting God’s direction in their life

· are they trying to depend on their own strength … God wants us to depend on Him

· get away from complaining and grousing and begin to praise God for who He is, what He has done

· praising God is demonstrating an attitude of faith
4. Application
4.1  As a devotional exercise, create acrostics using the words of the main points of our lesson today
· CREATOR

· PROVIDER

· SUSTANER

4.2 For folks in our class or in our church who are going through tough times, 
· write a card of encouragement

· tell them about God’s provision

· share how God can sustain them

· promise them that you will pray for them … then make sure to do so

· call them up and pray with them over the phone

4.3 Specifically thank God for all the things that God in His love and grace have given us … more than we deserve or need
· our homes

· our families

· our church

· our friends

· our pastors
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