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Giving Unselfishly to God's Work



1. Motivate

Describe someone you have known in the past who could have been given the title Mr. (or Miss or Mrs.) Encouragement.  The were/are positive in their outlook and encourage others to be also.
· a parent

· a teacher

· a neighbor

· a school administrator

· a coach

· a grandparent

· a favorite aunt or uncle

· a pastor

2. Transition

Today ( We look at an example of a man whose name actually meant Mr. Encouragement.

· We look at his priorities

· We also look at some people who were counter examples to encouragement
3. Bible Study

3.1 Giving Voluntarily

What are some reasons that we give to the church?

· we’ve developed the habit of tithing
· we are told to give

· we have been shamed into it, we feel guilty if we don’t

· when we fund big projects, we might get our name on a plaque – we’ll look good

· God has been good to me, so I give back to Him

Listen for characteristics of the Jerusalem church – can you see some of their motivations for giving?
Acts 4:32-37 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had.  [33] With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all.  [34] There were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales  [35] and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need.  [36] Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of Encouragement),  [37] sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles' feet.  

What were some characteristics of the Jerusalem church mentioned here?

· united in heart and mind

· they were sharing what they had, not hoarding

· the effect of the preaching about the resurrection was powerful

· no needy persons among them

· people had actually sold properties, brought the money for the disciples to distribute to needy

What do you think was the motivation for their giving?

· God's Spirit moved them

· they saw needs of people they loved

· they were more concerned about the dire needs of their Christian brothers and sisters than about hoarding their wealth

What does the name “Barnabus” mean?  ( “son of consolation” or “son of encouragement”

· one of the translations called him “Barney the encourager”

How did Barnabus encourage the people of the church?

· sold a piece of property

· gave total amount to the church for needs of others

· times were tough for some of the believers in the church

· Barnabus’ gift provided for some of their basic needs

What are the benefits to us in being generous, sharing people?

· we help one another

· we are happier, less stressed over grasping more money

· we please God, we model His attitudes to an observing world

· when we hold our belongings and resources with a loose grip it doesn’t hurt so much when we are separated from them by life’s various events
· the joy of seeing others blessed by our decision to share

Ask the class … do you agree or disagree? ( “People today are more willing to give today than in the past.”  Give reasons for your opinions.

	Agree
	Disagree

	· we have more missionaries than in the past

· look at all the nice church buildings we have now

· we are a more affluent society than during the depression, people have more money to give
	· people hoard their money today

· more money gets spent on pet food than on missions

· people have more money but they spend it on themselves 

· there is monumental credit card debt in our society – that money did not get spent on donations


In any case we do not have the same attitudes about our giving as did the church at Jerusalem … How could our giving be an act of worship?

· we give for the furthering of God's Kingdom

· we give motivated by our love for God

· we think more about being thankful for God's blessings – we respond to that by generosity in our giving

· we give as an act of faith … believing that God's power at work in our lives will provide all that we need, even if we give some of our resources away

3.2 Giving Without Duplicity

Listen for exactly what was Ananias’s sin.
Acts 5:1-4 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property.  [2] With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet.  [3] Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land?  [4] Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God."  

How did Ananias and Sapphira actually do wrong?
· they kept part of the money

· then they brought the other part and presented it as if it was the whole amount
· they lied to the church

· they lied to God

Why do you think they deceived the church?

· they didn’t trust God to supply their needs, lack of faith

· they wanted to look good before others

· they were worried about having enough for themselves

· selfishness

· they thought they could fool not only the church but fool God

In what ways are people today like Ananias and Sapphira?

· we give in order to look good

· we give what looks like a substantial amount but it is really only a little bit of extra of what we really have

· we hoard, not trusting God to meet our needs

· we do not give with joy

· we give with the wrong kind of motives

How can we guard against giving with duplicity?

· give secretly – use the envelopes (and don’t sign your name???)

· don’t seek men’s honor and praise when you give
· don’t give trying to dictate how the money should be spent

What can we do to learn to give with joy?

· pray about our giving

· read about God's sufficiency

· study how God supplied the needs of His people

· apply those truths and those promises to our own lives

· start out small, increase amount 

· try it, you’ll like it!

· do an experiment … give a tithe, see just how sufficient God really is

3.3 Give Out of Reverence for God

Listen for the effects on others of God's judgment on Ananias and Sapphira.
Acts 5:5-11 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened.  [6] Then the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and buried him.  [7] About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened.  [8] Peter asked her, "Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?" "Yes," she said, "that is the price."  [9] Peter said to her, "How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also."  [10] At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband.  [11] Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events.  

Suppose you are a believer in the Jerusalem church and you are writing a letter to a fellow believer in another town to tell what happened and its effect on you.  (Work in groups to write letters – or as a class list things you would say in the letter)

· you won’t believe it

· this man came in with a big gift, just like Barney the Encourager

· as he presented it, Peter started confronting him

· turns out the man said this was the whole amount of his gift … but it was NOT

· when Peter told him he was a liar, the man dropped dead!

· his wife came in later with the same story and when Peter confronted her, she dropped dead too!

· people are really shaken – we’re in awe, we were scared!

· we thought a lot of Ananias and Sapphira, but it turns out they were lying to both us and God!

· I’m going to be open with God – there’s no fooling Him, that’s for sure

· and you better not mess with God, either 

· you don’t want that to happen in your church

When could Sapphira have saved herself?

· when Peter questioned her

· he gave her multiple opportunities to admit the truth

Why do you think she did not?

· she thought she could get away with it

· she figured she could fool the people in the church

· must have figured God didn’t care or couldn’t do anything about it if He did]
( But … God does care … God can and will judge those who do not stand in fear and awe of who He is, what He says
Why do you think God's judgment on this couple was so immediate?

· as a lesson to the church as a whole – even to us today

· God does not tolerate being lied to

· God's judgment is certain, he can time it as He sees fit .. He is sovereign

Consider how you can be more reverent in your giving?  How would being in awe of God change how you give?

· no rationalizations about why I cannot give

· don’t treat it as a duty

· treat your giving as an act of worship of an awe inspiring God

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Believers should meet the financial needs of other believers when possible and appropriate

· give to benevolent ministries

· support ministries which meet needs of people struggling with tragedy

4.2 When you give during the coming weeks

· thank God for His sufficiency as you place your offering in the plate

· count your blessings

· trust Him to meet both your needs and the needs of the ministry to which you give

· look for more ways to be generous than just giving money

4.3 Ask God to show you motives within your heart that are improper with regard to giving

· confess these, agree with God that they are sin

· repent – turn away from those attitudes, turn to God's way of giving

· pray for God's motives to rule in your heart
Note: list these on one side of your chalk board, leave room for contrast below.





Now list these in contrast to our motivations from above.
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