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When External Threats Come

1. Motivate

What are some fears people have today?

· economic crises

· health issues

· kids, grandkids straying or getting in trouble

· having an accident

· possible loss of life of a loved one

· some kind of natural disaster (earth quake, another hurricane, tornado, etc.)

What are some ways people handle these fears?

· ignore them (head in the sand)

· pray lots

· wring your hands and cry

· chocolate

2. Transition

Today ( we look at God’s faithfulness to the Israelites when they faced imminent danger
3. Bible Study

3.1 Dedicate Yourself to God
What are some things people are committed to?

· sports

· hobbies

· their kids

· church

How can you tell how committed they really are?

· how much time they spend

· reliability – they can be counted on to be involved in that activity

· how much money they spend

Listen for what was involved in being committed to the Lord.
1 Samuel 7:2-6 (NIV)  It was a long time, twenty years in all, that the ark remained at Kiriath Jearim, and all the people of Israel mourned and sought after the Lord. [3] And Samuel said to the whole house of Israel, "If you are returning to the Lord with all your hearts, then rid yourselves of the foreign gods and the Ashtoreths and commit yourselves to the Lord and serve him only, and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines." [4] So the Israelites put away their Baals and Ashtoreths, and served the Lord only.   [5] Then Samuel said, "Assemble all Israel at Mizpah and I will intercede with the Lord for you." [6] When they had assembled at Mizpah, they drew water and poured it out before the Lord. On that day they fasted and there they confessed, "We have sinned against the Lord." And Samuel was leader of Israel at Mizpah. 

Although the ark was again within the borders of Israel, what was the mood of the subdued Israelites? 

· the people mourned

· the Ark was almost hidden away

· the people sought after the Lord
How did Samuel define “returning to the Lord with all your hearts”? 

· they must rid themselves of foreign idols and Ashtoreths

· they must commit themselves to the Lord

· they must serve Him only

· only then would God deliver the people out of the hand of the Philistines

The passage mentions 20 years since the return of the capture of the Ark of the covenant.  Why do you think it had taken that long for the people to start seeking God again?

· Israel seems to go through cycles – 
· forsake the Lord, 
· get in trouble, 
· cry out to God and repent, 

· then get rescued by a judge/leader
· this was the down cycle – they had to experience God’s judgment for a while 

· then it dawns on them that forsaking God and following idols is just no good

What actions did the people take to demonstrate their change of heart?

· people repented

· they got rid of their idols (Baals, Ashtoreths)

· the determined to serve Jehovah only

· they had gathered for the purpose of communicating with the Lord

· Samuel promised to lead them, to do the interceding

· they drew water and poured it out before the Lord (as a sacrifice they went thirsty and “gave” the water to God)

· they fasted (forego eating for the more important purpose of seeking God)

· they confessed their sins against God

How did this differ  from how they handled trouble in 1 Samuel 4?

· in that situation they tried to manipulate God

· they used the Ark of the Covenant as a “magic charm”

· here they wholeheartedly heeded God

Why did Samuel see Israel’s repentance and abandonment of idols as a necessary first step to their military deliverance?

· God has to be the most important influence in one’s life

· these other deities were powerless substitutes or imitations

· they had to turn away from the worship of these idols and turn to faith in God

· they had to be right spiritually before God would step in militarily

What are some of the concrete ways we can demonstrate that we are returning to the Lord with all our hearts?

· do like they did and get rid of the idols in our lives 

· quit pursuing  things such as

· material things, accumulating more stuff
· desire for power and influence, 

· hobbies that control us, 

· too much time given to entertainment, etc.

3.2 Overcome Your Fears
When is it OK to be scared?

· before a competition, or performance

· gets adrenaline flowing – sharpens your focus

· when you are in a dangerous situation 

· again, the adrenaline gives you the fight or flight boost

Listen for Israel’s response to a fearful situation.
1 Samuel 7:7-11 (NIV)  When the Philistines heard that Israel had assembled at Mizpah, the rulers of the Philistines came up to attack them. And when the Israelites heard of it, they were afraid because of the Philistines. [8] They said to Samuel, "Do not stop crying out to the Lord our God for us, that he may rescue us from the hand of the Philistines." [9] Then Samuel took a suckling lamb and offered it up as a whole burnt offering to the Lord. He cried out to the Lord on Israel's behalf, and the Lord answered him.    [10] While Samuel was sacrificing the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to engage Israel in battle. But that day the Lord thundered with loud thunder against the Philistines and threw them into such a panic that they were routed before the Israelites. [11] The men of Israel rushed out of Mizpah and pursued the Philistines, slaughtering them along the way to a point below Beth Car. 

What was the people’s request of Samuel when they realized they were under attack? 

· they asked Samuel to continue to cry out to Jehovah God for them

· they wanted him to pray that God would rescue them from the Philistines

What was Samuel doing as the army was approaching? 
· took a young lamb

· offered it as a whole burnt offering to God offered on Israel’s behalf 

Why might some people consider the offering of a sacrifice in the path of the enemy army as foolish?

· you’re doing something religious

· this is the middle of a military situation

· might as well have VBS or a SS social or take an offering

· we should be rounding up more troops, more equipment

When the people reacted to the approaching army by asking Samuel to “cry out to the Lord our God for us,” how had the stage been set for God’s positive response?

· they were together for the purpose of meeting God

· they were gathered to worship

· now when they face a military attack, they are already talking to God

· they’ve already submitted to God’s direction in their lives

· we know God is able, now we can trust Him to step in and give the victory
While Samuel presented the sacrifice and prayed, by what miraculous circumstance was the Philistine army defeated? 

· God answered Samuel’s prayer

· God thundered with a loud thunder against the Philistines

· it threw them into a great panic

· they were routed before the Israelites

· the Israelite army able to chase them and slaughter them over a long distance of pursuit
3.3 Commemorate God’s Help
Quiz:  What old hymn phrase has the word “Ebenezer” in it?


Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing … “Here I raise mine Ebenezer, Hither by 

thy help I’ve come”
Listen for where that word or name comes from.
1 Samuel 7:12-17 (NIV)    Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen. He named it Ebenezer, saying, "Thus far has the Lord helped us." [13] So the Philistines were subdued and did not invade Israelite territory again.  Throughout Samuel's lifetime, the hand of the Lord was against the Philistines. [14] The towns from Ekron to Gath that the Philistines had captured from Israel were restored to her, and Israel delivered the neighboring territory from the power of the Philistines. And there was peace between Israel and the Amorites.   [15] Samuel continued as judge over Israel all the days of his life. [16] From year to year he went on a circuit from Bethel to Gilgal to Mizpah, judging Israel in all those places. [17] But he always went back to Ramah, where his home was, and there he also judged Israel. And he built an altar there to the Lord. 

What was the significance of the stone Samuel set up between Mizpah and Shen? 

· gave it a name, Ebenezer

· means “thus far has the Lord helped us”

· was to be a reminder of God’s help on that occasion

· strong suggestion that God would continue to help
How might the story have been told to future generations at the Ebenezer stone?  Suppose a child sees it and asks what is that stone there for?

· parents tell story of how Israel was about to be attacked

· Samuel offered a burnt offering

· God thundered at the Philistines, caused a rout

· Israelite army chased and killed many enemy soldiers

· God is the one who helped us, gave us the victory … all because we sought Him first

What physical reminders might we use to be reminded of what God has accomplished in our lives?

· plant a tree – maybe it shows the spiritual growth God has given you

· keep a journal – go back and read answers to prayer over the months and years

· keep a picture of the church where you met the Lord, the altar or chapel at the camp where you rededicated your life

· a piece of the car that was wrecked and God spared your life

· a note or a card from someone who thanked you for your ministry to them 

Why is it dangerous to forget how God has worked in the past?
· we take God’s working for granted

· we forget to praise the Lord for His power, His love, His faithfulness

· we face a new problem or battle and we need to be reminded of God’s intervention in the past
· as you grow older, you can have a “collection” of these past blessings and are motivated more and more to praise God

4. Application
4.1 Trust God in both the good times and the bad times
· Come to Him with a repentant and humble attitude

· Ask God to show you anything that would draw your heart away from God that should be rejected, put aside

4.2 We face many kinds of threats in our society today
· Sickness, disabilities, bereavement, death

· Our deliverance and strength comes from the Lord – we cannot find it in ourselves

· Pray for one another daily
4.3 We need ways to recall God’s blessings and give thanks
· Use everyday objects around you to link God’s Truth to life
· When  you see or use a raincoat, remember to cloak yourself in God’s power when you face external threats








5

