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What’s So Different About Jesus?

1. Motivate

What is a cause for which people have risked being disowned by their family and friends?
· becoming a Christian

· a political ideal

· following a dream

· elope to marry someone

2. Transition

Today we look at a man who was kicked out of his place of worship because he placed his faith in Christ.

( What was/is so special about Jesus that caused him to take this risk?
3. Bible Study

3.1 Consider Jesus’ Teachings
Listen for claims about Jesus being unique.
John 6:66-69 (NIV) From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. [67] "You do not want to leave too, do you?" Jesus asked the Twelve. [68] Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. [69] We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God." 
In verse 57Jesus claimed to be the bread of life, “the one who feeds on me will live because of me.”  What did many of Jesus’ disciples do after Jesus spoke these words? 

· many turned back

· they no longer followed Him

What makes some of Jesus’ teachings difficult to understand and follow for people today?

· His claim to be the Son of God

· His command to “drink of my blood, partake of my flesh”

· I will return

· “hate your father, mother, …”

· how can someone come back from the dead

· how can you believe all those so called miracle, he must have fooled lots of people

Jesus asked the Twelve, “how about you … will you also leave?”  What was Peter’s reply to Jesus’ question?

· Lord, to whom shall we go?

· you have the words of eternal life

· we believe and know that you are the Holy One of God

When is it easy to follow Jesus?  When is it difficult?

	Easy to follow Jesus when …
	Difficult to follow Jesus when …

	· times are good

· no one gives you a hard time

· you are at church

· you are among fellow Christians

· people expect you to do so

· you feel good

· you see lots of benefits for believing
	· you lose your job, your home

· people make fun of your faith

· you are hanging out with unbelievers

· no one around you believes like you

· the crowd is skeptical about God

· you experience pain and suffering from illness

· you feel you might have to give up something you really like


What do you suppose convinced Peter so strongly that Jesus is the Holy One of God?   What kept him following Jesus?
· he was a personal witness to miracles

· he had heard Jesus’ teachings

· the combination of what he had seen and heard convinced him

· Jesus’ actions matched what He taught

What has kept you from turning away from Christ?

· underlying conviction of Truth of God’s Word

· continued exposure to God’s Word

· indwelling presence of God’s Holy Spirit

· support of fellow believers

What do you suppose Peter meant by Jesus having the words of eternal life?

· Jesus’ teachings spoke to eternal issues

· Jesus’ viewpoint had to do with spiritual issues

· Jesus did more than just heal and feed people for the here and now

· He spoke to them about their souls, about their relationship to God

How does possession of eternal life change the way you live?
· your motivations have to do with eternal things

· the way you use your resources (time, money, skills) is less for self, more for God’s purposes
· you realize that other people need eternal life

· it gives a peace in the midst of  non-peaceful situations

· temporal things don’t matter as much 

3.2 Consider Jesus’ Miracles
Listen for the final conclusion of the former blind man.
John 9:17 (NIV)    Finally they turned again to the blind man, "What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened." The man replied, "He is a prophet."  … [24] A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. "Give glory to God," they said. "We know this man is a sinner."  [25] He replied, "Whether he is a sinner or not, I don't know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!"  [31] We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does his will. [32] Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. [33] If this man were not from God, he could do nothing."  … [35] Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?"     [36] "Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that I may believe in him."     [37] Jesus said, "You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you."     [38] Then the man said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him. 

Who did the blind man think Jesus was? 

· I think He is a prophet

 What did the Pharisees ask the blind man to do? 

· give glory to God

· don’t give glory to this man

· he cannot be a good man because he acted in sin (by doing “work” on the Sabbath)

How did the blind man respond to the Pharisees?

· I cannot determine whether or not He is a sinner
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This is one thing I know, I used to be blind, now I can see

What convinced the blind man that Jesus was from God? (9:33)

· only someone from God could accomplish such a thing

· God doesn’t listen to sinners

· God listens to a godly person who does His will

· this act required God to work – if this man was not from God, nothing 
would have happened
How do you think the man might answer this  question? 
· if Jesus had the power to heal me, then I’ll believe anything He says

· he must be of God or must be God to do this

· he sought me out after my run in with the religious leaders

· you would have thought they would be glad for me, they were mad

· Jesus was interested in me, he showed it

The Pharisees had become too bogged down in traditions and missed knowing God one-on-one.   What similar kinds of things hinder our one-on-one relationship with Jesus?

· “We’ve always done it that way”

· if someone changes the paint or the carpet or the platform arrangement we get upset

· VBS must be the same as last year … don’t go changing it to day/evening/off campus

· We always do a John Peterson cantata

· that new family is sitting in MY PEW!

How do we get away from that attitude or keep from getting there?

· focus on knowing Jesus personally

· see God at work in your life every day
· pray for the different ministries of the church – pray that God will guide leadership

· pray for, witness to people who need Jesus

· ask God to help you to be flexible

3.3 Consider Jesus’ Resurrection
Listen for what convinced Thomas.
John 20:27-29 (NIV) Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe." [28] Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!" [29] Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." 
What did Jesus say to Thomas?
· put your finger here

· see my hands

· reach out and touch the place where they slashed my side

· stop doubting and believe

What did Thomas say in response to Jesus’ words?

· My Lord and My God

None of us have seen Jesus physically.  What do we get to learn from the response of Thomas?

· he wanted firsthand experience with the risen Jesus

· he actually did see and feel the wounds

· he knew Jesus personally and identified who He was and what was His condition

· we have an eye-witness recording what he saw and heard

· we also have a record of how it affected him, how it changed his opinion, his belief

Thomas wanted a personal, firsthand experience and got it.  What kind of firsthand experience can we have with the risen Jesus?

· when we pray, we believe that He hears us

· when we receive Him as Savior and Lord, God’s Holy Spirit dwells within our hearts and minds

· when we read His Word, God’s Spirit applies it personally to our lives

Thomas has been labeled as a doubter.  What kinds of doubts can we sometimes have?

· is God real?

· how can a loving God condemn people to hell?
· how can all those Bible stories be literally true?

· I wonder if we’re all just fooling ourselves

· is it really just a hope for “pie in the sky, by and by”?

What does Jesus’ resurrection say to these doubts?

· no other spiritual leader died and came back to life

· so often when someone tries to disprove the resurrection, they end up being convinced

· like Paul said, if Jesus didn’t rise from the grave, we are a miserable bunch

4. Application
4.1 Jesus taught that only He has the words of eternal life
· So pay attention to what He says!

· Read them

· Heed them!

· Share them with others

4.2 We were once just as spiritually blind as the man in the story was physically blind

· His healing was a miracle

· Our spiritual sight and understanding is just as much a miracle

· Look for miracles God is doing in your life every day
4.3 Build your hope on the reality of the death and resurrection of Jesus
· Seeing is not believing,  believing is seeing

· Believe God’s Truth and see

“How did this experience lead you to believe in Jesus?”
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