5/16/2010
“To Love and to Cherish”

1. Motivate

Recall some famous television couples – Lucy and Ricky Ricardo, Claire and Cliff Huxtable, Archie and Edith Bunker, George and Louise Jefferson, Ward and June Cleaver, the Waltons (both the younger and older couple).

What positive and negative aspects of marriage were portrayed by these characters?

	Positive Aspects
	Negative Aspects

	· patience, kindness

· understanding

· faithfulness

· humor

· united in dealing with children
	· “Stifle, Edith”

· made fun of each other,  disrespect

· trying to get away with things and fool each other

· selfishness


2. Transition

Today we look at God’s desire for our marriages

(  submission, love, respect, honor
3. Bible Study

3.1 Understanding Submission
What are some negative views of “submission” in a marriage?

· wife is treated like a servant or slave

· husband has absolute power over the wife (absolute power corrupts absolutely)

· wife has no say in anything

· husband is very controlling (even if he is poor at management)

Listen for insights into what Paul means by submission.
Ephes. 5:21-24 (NIV)     Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.   [22] Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. [23] For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. [24] Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.
Verse 21 says to “submit to one another” – how do we describe that kind of attitude?

· looking after the well being of each other

· giving up self centeredness

According to these verses, what service should wives render to the Lord? 

· submit to one another

· act in reverence (fear, awe) for Christ

· submit to husbands – give up self centeredness
· as submitting to the Lord

The church is to be the woman’s role model in submission.  How does the church (believers)  submit to Christ?

· believers submit to Christ

· we know He loves us

· we know he would do nothing out of selfishness but only for our good

( Wives do well to ask, “Would I want the church to treat and respond to Christ the way I treat and respond to my husband?”

Christ is the husband’s role model in being the head.   What kind of head is Christ?

· leads by care and compassion

· does not lead by control and criticism

· Christ is a giver, not a taker

( Husbands do well to ask, “Would I want Christ to lead me the way I lead my wife?”

What are some limitations to the concept of submission that we must infer in this passage?

· ultimately God is the supreme authority for both husband and wife

· submission to the Lord is paramount

· God’s Word does not give men license to abuse or belittle any woman

· a woman must protect herself and her children

· the analogy is limited 

· the husband is not the savior of the wife

· no man can be all his wife needs

How should  a man respond to a wife who says, “I’m going to defer to you.  I trust you to make the right decision”?
· feels the responsibility to do the right thing

· his confidence is built up

· wants to honor that trust

· be willing to seek her opinion

How would a woman respond to a husband who says, “Since you are the most important person in the world to me, I value your opinion and want to make a decision that benefits you”?

· put trust in what he decides

· feel like an equal partner

· feel free to offer her opinion

· be assured of his love and concern

3.2 Understanding Love
Listen for how Christ’s love for the church is a model.
Ephes. 5:25-30 (NIV)   Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her [26] to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, [27] and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. [28] In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. [29] After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church-- [30] for we are members of his body.
How are husbands commanded to love their wives? 

· in the same manner that Christ loved the church

· as much as Christ loved the church – 

· giving His very life for the salvation of the members of the Body of Christ (the church)

What verbs did Paul use to demonstrate Christ’s commitment to the church (the bride)? 

· make her holy

· cleanse her by washing with water through the word

· present her to Himself as a radiant church

· present her without stain or wrinkle or other blemish

· present her holy and blameless

What does this say about a husband’s responsibility in marriage

· spiritual leadership
· leadership in worship and spiritual training
· purity of life as an example and as a participant

How should a Christian husband care for his wife?

· with as much care as he would do for himself

· with love, acts of kindness for which no reciprocity is required or expected

· doing good with no expectation of repayment

· willing to give his very life for his wife – just like Christ gave His life for our salvation
Why does it seem the husband has the greater responsibility in the marriage?

· the leader, the head of an organization has the greater responsibility

· giving direction to the marriage is a responsibility

· making wise decisions is not a trivial task

· responsibility for a family is not to be taken lightly

How does a healthy Christian marriage relationship honor the Lord?

· Christ is the center of the home

· both husband and wife are in submission to Christ

· the closer we are to Christ, the closer we are to each other, like this triangle

What are some ways local churches can help Christian couples strengthen their marriages?

· provide parents night out

· offer classes, seminars, retreats

· provide counseling before, after marriage

· mentoring classes

3.3 Understanding Respect and Honor
Listen for what is the “great mystery.”
Ephes. 5:31-33 (NIV)      "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh." [32] This is a profound mystery--but I am talking about Christ and the church. [33] However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. 1 Peter 3:7 (NIV)      Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.
How is the bond between husband and wife greater than the bond between parent and child? (5:31)

· the parent-child relationship is meant to  eventually change 

· the mature child leaves home

· the husband-wife relationship is meant to be permanent 

· “till death do us part”

How does the bond between Christ and the church illustrate the love of a husband for his wife?

· Paul speaks of a parallel

· husband-wife union  parallels the union between Christ and the church

· Christ gave himself for the church

· The husband is to love the wife enough to give of himself for her well being

· the church is to submit to Christ (who loves the church)

· the wife is to submit to the husband (who loves her supremely)

According to Peter, what is the challenge of being a husband? 

· being considerate of his wife

· carefully treat with respect

· understand, honor her weaknesses (physical)

· treat her as a co-heir of the new life Christ has given 

· act with grace so nothing hinders your prayers

How might the way a man (mis)treats his wife hinder his prayers?

· acting unkindly puts the husband out of fellowship with God – this affects his prayer life

· if he mistreats his wife, he is in jeopardy of God’s discipline 

· living a sinful life will certainly adversely affect one’s prayer life

· such a person would not readily be talking to God

How do husbands show their wives honor?

· acts of kindness

· respect her opinion, her choices

· never verbally or physically abuse

· model and teach children to honor their mother

· compliment her, verbalize your love for her

4. Application
4.1 Christians are to practice mutual submission
· Wives, declare your trust and deference to your husband

· Husbands, declare that you value your wife’s opinion and desire to benefit her well being

4.2 Husbands should model Christ’s example of love for the church
· This week, seek the welfare of your wife above your own

· Determine to nourish and cherish your wife for all the days God gives you together
4.3 Consider the parallel of Christ and the church with the relationship of husbands and wives
· Husbands, accept the role as spiritual leader of your family

· Respect your spouse – he/she will honor you in return
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