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The Right Stuff

1. Motivate

Agree or disagree … “You are either a missionary or a mission field.”
	Disagree
	Agree

	· a missionary is like a “called staff” position

· being a witness is not like being a missionary

· not everyone can go overseas

· some people have to support the missionary
	· if you are not involved in sharing the gospel message, then you need to hear and apply the gospel message

· the Great Commission was for everyone, not just full time ministers

· it is the Great Commission, not the great suggestion


Two definitions from the web:

· Someone who attempts to convert others to a particular doctrine or program

· Someone sent on a mission--especially a religious or charitable mission to a foreign country

2. Transition

What holds some believers back from involvement in ministering the Gospel message to others?
( Today we look at the joys of ministry and review some of the skills

3. Bible Study

3.1 The Right Credentials
Listen for Listen for where Paul finds his confidence.
2 Cor. 2:14-17 (NIV)    But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him. [15] For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing. [16] To the one we are the smell of death; to the other, the fragrance of life. And who is equal to such a task? [17] Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit. On the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with sincerity, like men sent from God. …  3:4-5 (NIV)    Such confidence as this is ours through Christ before God. [5] Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes from God.
Why was Paul thankful to the Lord? 

· always leads in triumphal procession

· through us spreads every the fragrance of the knowledge of Jesus

How can our personal relationship with Christ be like a “fragrance” to those around us?

· it is sensed without anything being said or explicitly done

· our demeanor suggests that we know Jesus

· it permeates what we say and do … how we act

· it surrounds us like an overdose of cologne

What specific things can we do to be an “aroma of Christ” among others?

· respond with a smile

· offer a kind word

· be helpful to others around you

· don’t put people down

· show that you care – demonstrate concern

· go out of your way to be of help

· unsolicited acts of kindness

Paul speaks of a contradiction.  In what way are Christians the smell of death to some and the fragrance of life to others? 

	Christians are the “smell of death”
	Christians are the “fragrance of life”

	· people who are rejecting Christ don’t like what we say

· they don’t like what we claim

· they reject us because they are rejecting Christ
	· people who are heeding the convicting (convincing) of the Holy Spirit see God at work in the lives of believers

· God uses us to attract them to Himself


How did some people of Paul’s day misuse the Word of God? (2:17)

· some people preached for profit

· they just wanted to get a crowd, somehow make money off their speaking, teaching

Excluding certain notorious televangelists, how do some Christians become involved in Christian service for gain ?

· want to look good by always telling how many times they witnessed

· only offer to speak for a goodly fee

· work their way into the power structure of a local church congregation

· want to use church music as a stepping stone to a professional career

( Any ministry we become involved in must be motivated by God, not by our own desires.

Where did Paul get his competence? 

· did not claim any personal competence

· openly stated the source of his competence was God

· God empowered, equipped, gave wisdom, strength

What problems might occur for someone who thinks that competency for ministry from his/her own talents?

· they cease to depend on the Lord for strength and wisdom

· they become proud

· pride comes before a fall

· catastrophic failure

· when you depend on your own abilities you “run out of gas” and give up
· then you feel guilty and become defeated

3.2 The Right Character
Listen for what Paul says should have no place in our lives as we minister.
2 Cor. 3:18-4:2 (NIV)   And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. …  [4:1] Therefore, since through God's mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. [2] Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 

How is it possible for us to reflect the Lord’s glory? 
· we have no glory of our own

· as we are walking close to the Lord, His glory is seen reflected in what we say, what we do, how we do it

· we are transformed into His likeness with ever-increasing glory

· our lives are in a growing relationship with God

· God’s Holy Spirit indwells the believer, producing the qualities of Jesus within us
How does the glory of the new covenant differ from that of the old covenant? 
	Old Covenant
	New Covenant

	· Moses spent time with God and it showed on his face (maybe like a sunburn?)

· God’s presence was exterior to the person

· generally, individuals did not have the Spirit of God living within them in O.T. times
	· now, believers have the Holy Spirit dwelling within

· the Spirit generates God’s glory emanating from believers 

· God’s Spirit transforms us into what God wants us to do




What did Paul believe would result from telling the plain truth? (4:2)

· this commends the believer to the conscience of others

· they will begin to understand what God expects

· Their conscience will tell them that they are not living up to God’s requirements

How did Paul respond to his opponents’ accusations? (4:2)

· he was not secretly hiding what he was doing

· he never used deceit, never tried to fool people, did it out in the open

· didn’t distort what God said, spoke the plain Truth

What does that have to say about how we should minister to people today?

· don’t be sneaky – God’s Word will speak for itself – simply share it

· don’t be “in your face” with your witness, at the same time be up front with what you believe

· minister in love – minister to people’s needs as you share God’s love

3.3 The Right Focus
Listen for how to avoid discouragement in ministry.
2 Cor. 4:5-6 (NIV)    For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. [6] For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. … [16] Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. [17] For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. [18] So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.
What kinds of reasons does Paul tell us why we should not lose heart over problems in ministry?

· we are being renewed day by day

· our troubles are light and momentary

· our momentary troubles achieve an eternal glory

· this eternal glory outweighs all troubles

· we can focus on the unseen, eternal things, despite the temporary problems

List all the contrasting words and phrases in the passage.

	· outwardly wasting away

· light, momentary troubles

· don’t focus on what we see

· temporary

· seen
	· inwardly being renewed

· eternal glory outweighs them

· fix eyes on unseen (by faith)

· eternal

· unseen


What kinds of labels could you give to the two columns?

	· physical life

· mortal life

· death
	· eternal life

· spiritual life

· life


Why do you think it is so easy for believers to forget about the eternal and focus or concentrate on the temporary?

· we are bombarded with the physical or temporal elements of our lives

· our lives are very busy with work, kids, commuting, doctoring, school, etc.

· we must consciously choose to focus on spiritual things, on trusting the Lord

What can we do to “see the unseen” and focus by faith on the eternal?

· go to God’s Word

· memorize scripture – make it permanent in your mind

· listen to, sing along with hymns, gospel songs, worship songs

· talk to God on a regular basis

4. Application
4.1 You can be a steady minister of Christ – even if  you’re not a paid staff member of a church
· Consider one of your weekly tasks or routines

· Figure out how you can minister for God in that context

· Pray for those in that circle of influence

4.2 This week don’t focus on what you cannot do
· Focus on what you can do

· Direct that focus into sharing what you have (new life in Christ) with others
4.3 Many temporal things in our lives clamor for our attention
· Ask God to help you focus on eternal issues

· As you read God’s Word ask God to show you eternal principles to apply in your own life and to share with others
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